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Persecution... 


INTRODUCTORY. 


We are living in the dispensation of the Holy 
Spirit. Many books are being written regarding 
the office and work of the Spirit. Many of them, 
written by Spirit-filled men and women and sent 
out on the wings of prayer have been used of God 
in leading His children into the “fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ.” The author of 
this book adds another to the number, and sends it 
forth with an earnest prayer that God may use it 
to His glory. We believe He will. This book has 
been prepared with the thought of not only point- 
ing the way to the upper-room experience, but 
also to guard against error and fanaticism. It is 
a timely volume and we believe it will prove help- 
ful to those who read it carefully and prayerfully. 


CHAS. F. WEIGELE. 
Pasadena, Calif., December 14, 1908. 


PREFACE. 


Several years ago there came to my heart a real 
desire to write a book, the subject of which should 
be “Tarry;”’ but feeling so keenly my unfitness 
to perform such a duty, I put it from me, and, af- 
ter a while entirely forgot that such a thought had 
ever been on my mind. Some months ago I was 
asked to write for a religious weekly paper. After 
some hesitation I decided to undertake it, began to 
ask God what I should write, and decided to pre- 
pare a series of five short articles on “‘Tarry.” As 
I prayed and wrote, the subject began to enlarge 
on my mind, so that I soon found that five short 
articles could not at all contain the thoughts that 
were filling my mind and burning in my soul. Then 
came a sweet sense of the will of God in the 
thought, “put it in book form.” God led me to 
read some of the papers I had written, to differ- 
ent ones of my friends, and I was, almost without 
exception, met with the question, “Why not put 
it in book form?” Thus my conviction that it is 
the mind of the Holy Ghost, has been confirmed, 
and I am led, in the greatest humility and earnest 
prayerfulness, to undertake the work of revising 
and enlarging the papers already written, and ad- 
ding other chapters, and of having them bound in 
one volume. 

I have no desire to make a display of learning 


in this production; but I want, by the help of the 
Spirit, to so magnify the privilege of God’s own 
children in the promised baptism with the Holy 
Ghost, that every one who reads this little book 
may have born in his heart by the power of God, 
such a hunger to have his soul cleansed from all 
sin, and filled with the presence and power of Je- 
sus in a life of constant victory, that he will seek 
and receive the fullness of the blessing. And I 
wish to make the way so plain, step by step, that 
even the child and the unlearned may know how 
to enter in; and that they who have become con- 
fused or prejudiced by misleading teachers, or 
otherwise, may have the subject so cleared up in 
their minds that they too may enter into such re- 
lations with God, as that they shall walk with Him 
in blessed fellowship, having the testimony that 
they please Him. 

Therefore in the name of Jesus, and under the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, as I humbly believe, 
this little book is prayerfully sent forth on its 
mission. EF. J. CORR: 


CHAPTER I. 
TARRY—WHO? 


“Tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be 
endued with power from on high.” These words 
were spoken by Jesus Himself, and are found in 
Luke’s gospel, chapter 24, verse 49. To whom 
were they spoken? Who was, and who is, com- 
manded to tarry? 

We are apt to push the truths of God’s word 
aside as for some one else, or treat them as mean- 
ingless, instead of desiring to know what messa- 
ges they contain for us. Let us remember that 
we cannot escape responsibility by wilful igno- 
rance. We should not treat God’s word as though 
we thought Him but in jest, nor lightly pass it on 
to others. Its messages are freighted with bless- 
ings. Let us seek to get our full share; for in 
so doing we enrich both ourselves and others. 
Let us stop and consider. To whom was God 
speaking in this case? Was it alone to those with 
whom He had met? ‘Was it meant for some spec- 
ified class, or for every person? Was it for thee? 
Was it for me? Let God answer. 

Who were the “ye” to whom Jesus was speak- 
ing? The two disciples, who had gone to Em- 
maus, and with whom, as they went, Jesus had 
walked and talked, and to whom He had revealed 
Himself, had just returned to Jerusalem, where 
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they found the eleven and them that were with 
them; and while they were telling of having seen 
the risen Lord, Jesus Himself stood in their midst. 
He pronounced a blessing upon them, and called 
them His witnesses; and the whole conversation 
clearly indicates that they were His chosen <ol- 
lowers. They were His disciples; Christian men; 
men who had left all to follow Jesus. One had 
been called from the receipt of custom; one (pre- 
sumably) from the practice of medicine; others 
from their fishing nets; and others from other 
duties. ‘Some had been called from one place and 
some from another; but they had forsaken all to 
follow Jesus. 

When God created all things they were pure 
and holy. There was no trace of sin. Impurity 
was unknown. We have sometimes heard persons 
say that it was unjust in God to create man in sin, 
and then damn him because he commits sin. Such 
a statement shows the ignorance of the speak- 
er. God did not create sin, neither is He in any 
wise responsible for the existence of sin. Sin 
is not a creation. We are told that “Sin is the 
transgression of the law;” and that “All unright- 
eousness is sin.” Sin originated with an arch- 
angel. All of God’s created intelligences, both 
angels and human beings, were created free 
moral agents; that is, with the power of choice. 
They were not machines that must run only 
at the will of the higher power. They were given 
the power of will, and the will of God was 
made known to them; they were also told what 
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would be the disastrous result if they chose not to 
obey the will of God. None of us would wish to 
have been made without the power of choice; but 
the power to choose would have been useless with- 
out the opportunity to choose. This opportunity 
was given to both angels and human beings. When 
our wills do not harmonize with the will of God, 
that is sin. An archangel was the first to rebel. He 
willed to establish a kingdom in opposition to tne 
kingdom of God, and to usurp divine authority. A 
large number of the angels, probably one-third, 
joined him. They were cast out of heaven. “The 
angels which kept not their first estate, but left 
their own habitation, he hath reserved in ever- 
lasting chains under darkness unto the judgment, 
of the great day.” ‘Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon, and the dragon fought and his 
angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place 
found any more in heaven.” ‘God spared not the 
angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be re- 
served unto judgment.” The archangel became 
Satan, the devil, the archfiend of hell. The angels 
who followed him became the demons of the pit. 
They were driven from their home in the beauties 
and glories of heaven, to spend eternity in the 
“Byverlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.” ‘There is, therefore, a personal devil; a 
real, living personal devil; just as really as there 
is a real, living personal God, the Creator of all 
things. Heaven and hell are also real. 

Satan was not satisfied with what he had done, 
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but set about leading the human family away 
from God, and into rebellion. He approached 
Adam and Eve, the first parents of the human 
race, and through falsehood caused them to wrong- 
ly exercise their power of choice; for they lis- 
tened, looked, and willed to do the very thing that 
God had told them not to do. Believing the lies - 
of Satan, they disbelieved the truth of God, and 
sinned. They themselves and Satan were wholly 
responsible; God was in no way to blame. 

All this produced a wonderful change. Their 
very natures were changed to that which was 
sinful or carnal; they lost the image of God, and 
could no longer enjoy His presence and compan- 
ionship. They sewed together fig leaves to make 
for themselves aprons, and went and hid them- 
selves. They were ashamed, principally because 
of their spiritual nakedness before God. They 
were driven from the Garden of Eden, from the 
tree of life, and from the presence of God. Not 
only did they themselves sin, but they brought 
sin upon the whole human family. God had a 
law, men call it the law of nature, that all things 
should bring forth after their kind. The parent 
can impart only his own nature to his offspring. 
You do not expect to produce wheat from seed 
corn, nor to hatch ducks from chicken eggs, nor 
to raise pigs from sheep; neither could Adam and 
Eve bring into this world children with any other 
than the same sinful nature which they them- 
selves had. If any children had been born to 
them before they sinned, those children would 
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have been holy; but there were none. All their 
children were born after the fall, and, therefore, 
all had the sinful nature. These in turn could 
but impart that nature to their children, and thus 
to children’s children, and on through the ages, 
till every child that has ever been born, except 
Jesus Christ, who was begotten of God, has had 
that same sinful nature. Rightly does the Bible, 
in speaking of that nature, call it the “old man,” 
for it has been handed down from parent to child 
ever since Adam and Eve sinned. 

Because of this carnality or ‘old man” in the 
soul, all accountable persons have, without excep- 
tion, “sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 
Not a mother but has known that nature exhib- 
ited in her child, even when it was very small; 
and because of that nature, the child, when he 
comes to the age of accountability, goes into sin. 
He sins because it is natural for him to sin, just 
as a duck seeks a pond of water because of its 
nature. No amount of training can keep the 
child from going into sin, although the depths of 
sin into which he will descend depend largely up- 
on his early influences and teaching. We believe 
that every child ought to be taught to have a very 
high appreciation of morality; but that with the 
highest morality to which the unregenerate can 
possibly attain, there is still need of salvation 
from his sins. Some go into much greater depths 
of sin than others. Morality pays, for the moral 
man is much better off, so far as this life is con- 
cerned; and when he gives his heart to God he 
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has much less to repent of, forsake, and be saved 
from. His morality is a blessing to him unless 
he depends upon it for his salvation. Not only 
does man sin because of the sinful nature within, 
but the sin he commits causes that nature to en- 
large. Carnality feeds upon corruption and grows 
thereby, as swine grows by feeding upon offal. 
The more a man sins the more sinful he becomes. 

Not only did Adam and Eve by their trans- 
gression cause their own nature to be changed, 
and impart that nature to their offspring, causing 
each member of the human family who has come 
to the age of accountability to become actual sin- 
ners, but they also brought the curse of sin upon 
every person, and upon everything that was given 
to humanity. The earth was cursed with a curse 
and brought forth thorns and thistles. “By one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin.” 
Man must earn his bread by the sweat of his brow. 
Every heartache and disappointment, all sickness, 
pain and death, and everything that has caused 
any sorrow in any way, is the result of the fall 
of our first parents. 

Then, the question of sin is presented to us in 
three phases: committed sin; inbred tendency to 
sin; and the curse of sin. But, thank God, we are 
told that ‘For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifested that he might destroy the works of 
the devil.” God removed Adam’s apron of fig 
leaves and provided for him a covering of skins; 
and promised him that the seed of the woman 
should bruise the serpent’s head. A remedy has 
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been provided. ‘Wherefore he is able to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto God by 
him.” These two distinct forms of sin, and the 
sad results of sin, must be met in the three consec- 
utive works of grace; justification, sanctification 
and glorification.- All that was lost in sin, may, 
by faith, be restored in Jesus Christ. But what 
is the remedy? God must be just, for justice is 
as much a characteristic of God as love. God had 
said that ‘The soul that sinneth it shall die.” The 
penalty of sin is death. Not that God becomes 
so angry that for spite He condemns the soul to 
die; but sin produces death. Death does not nec- 
essarily mean non-existence; but it means the sep- 
aration of the soul from God. He cannot allow 
sin in His presence; and if man sins, that sin will 
separate between him and his God; and as all 
have sinned the whole human family are, or have 
been, under penalty for sin; and there is no escape 
except that penalty be borne by another. But who 
could bear that penalty for us? Could we not 
each take the place of another? No; we were 
each under condemnation for our own sins. Thank 
God there was one who never sinned, even Jesus 
Christ. Jesus is God, as really God as the Father, 
or the Spirit. We firmly believe in the Deity of 
Jesus. “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us.” Jesus was both divine and human; He was 
both perfect God and perfect man. He always 
has lived and always will live; from eternity unto 
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eternity. He never committed a sin, nor had an 
impure thought. There was no condemnation up- 
on Him; no sinful nature within Him. “Christ 
died for the ungodly.” ‘‘For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 

We have heard persons say that it was unjust 
in God to allow Christ to die for us; the innocent 
for the guilty. But let us remember that Christ 
Himself offered to die for us; and not only so, but 
He died for us in order that those who accept His 
offering should not only be saved from the pen- 
alty of sin throughout eternity, but should be 
saved from the commission of sins, and from the 
sinful nature, now, in this world, and receive the 
impartation of the life and righteousness of 
Christ. When the Governor and pardoning board 
of the State of Ohio pardon a convict in the state 
penitentiary, he goes out as great a criminal, 
probably, as he was when he went in; but when 
the pardoning board of heaven pardons a man, he 
not only has the record of his past sinful life can- 
celled, but he goes forth a changed man, having 
a new heart and life. Thus, “God is just and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” 

Jesus “bore our sins in his own body upon the 
tree,” and “was manifested to take away our 
sins.” We do most certainly believe in the sub- 
stitutionary death of Jesus. He took the sinner’s 
place. He died for us. He suffered not only the 
agonies of the cross and of physical death, but ail 
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the horrors of the sins of the lost world. “He 
who knew no sin was made sin for us;” and not 
only did He suffer because of the recoil of His own 
pure nature from sin, but because of the veiling 
from Him of the face of His Father. His Father 
could not look upon sin, but turned His face from 
His Son, and darkness covered the face of the 
earth for three hours; and Jesus cried, “My God, 
my God. why hast thou forsaken me?” He was 
then and there suffering all the agonies of lost 
souls. Whatever else it may mean to be lost, we 
believe that the greatest torments of hell will be 
that the soul will be shut out from the presence of 
-God. He who died, arose again. We do not wor- 
ship a dead Christ, but a risen and living Christ. 
He came forth from the grave, thus giving us 
assurance of resurrection life. ‘He became the 
firstfruits of them that slept.” ‘Because he lives 
we shall live also;” for we who believe have prom- 
ise not only of justification and sanctification, 
but also of glorification. 

Humanity, as a whole, is better off today be- 
cause of the death of Jesus; for all the blessings 
of life are the result of it. The whole world 
would have gone down centuries ago under the 
just judgment of God against sin, had it not 
been that this remedy was provided, and the hu- 
man family given this opportunity to get back 
into favor with God; but the blessings of personal 
salvation are never ours until we accept and ap- 
propriate them as our own. 

We are not responsible for being born in sin, 


18 TARRY—WHO? 


but we are responsible for not accepting the reme- 
dy. If I were sick, and a physician were called who 
would prescribe a medicine of which he said he 
knew that it would cure me, and I should refuse 
the remedy given, and should die, could any one 
say that the physician had killed me? No; they 
would be compelled to acknowledge that I, by neg- 
lect, had committed suicide. So it is with spir- 
itual things; though sin may have been handed 
down to me through natural channels, and I may 
not be responsible for its coming, yet I am respon- 
sible for not accepting the provided remedy; and 
if I go on and am eternally lost, I can in no way 
blame it upon God, but must confess that I have 
committed spiritual suicide. 

A man may not be responsible for the curse 
of sin upon his body, nor for the coming of tie 
’ sinful nature into his soul; but he is responsible 
for the sins of his own life; therefore, these 
must first be met in grace. Nearly every person 
expects to reach heaven sometime, and hopes to 
meet the loved ones who have gone before; but 
let us remember that glorification, which never 
can take place till after we have passed beyond the 
realms of this present physical life, must be pre- 
ceded by sanctification for God has said that, 
‘Without holiness no man shall see the Lord;” 
and sanctification must, from its very nature, be 
preceded by justification. To be justified is to be 
made just, to be so forgiven of sins as to stzund be- 
fore God as though He had never committed sin. 
But God never forgives sins but that He also 
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changes the heart. He says, “Except ye be con- 
verted and become as little children, ye shall in 
no wise enter the kingdom of God.” Conversion 
means change, and so delivers us from the power 
of Satan that we quit sinning; therefore, the 
change which takes place in the heart of the sin- 
ner brings him back to the condition of a child. 
When the sinner comes to God repenting, praying 
and believing, God not only forgives his sins, but 
so changes his heart that what he may have, by 
committing sin, added to the power of the carna] 
nature already within him, is also taken away, and 
he stands before God as though he had never sin- 
ned. God says that He will remember our sins 
no more, but will remove them from us as far as 
the east is from the west. Glorious thought, that 
man may have his sins forgiven, his heart 
changed and divine life implanted therein. Though 
conversion, justification and regeneration derive 
their names from different steps in this one work 
of grace, yet because one cannot occur without the 
others, the name of one of these steps is frequently 
used to denote them all. 

Justification is a very much more glorious ex- 
perience than many people think. Just as really 
as a change took place when Adam and Eve dis- 
believed God and thereby became sinners, so also 
by believing God will a change take place which 
will bring us back to His loving favor. This is 
a wonderful experience and should be more appre- 
ciated. We have heard the expressions, “merely 
justified,” and “simply converted.” These terms 
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may be permissible if we are drawing a compar- 
ison with holiness, which is so much richer and 
deeper ; but if it is meant to minify this wonderful 
work of grace, it is a mistake; for that which 
blots out the record of the sins of the past life, 
and transplants the person from the ranks of re- 
bellion into the family of God, is not small. Some 
claim that there is no Christian experience in this 
life wherein one may live without constantly com- 
mitting sin. This idea may be due to a wrong 
conception of Bible language; but, alas, I fear it is 
too often used as an excuse for wrong doing. 
There is in the Bible, no license whatever, to com- 
mit sin. Do not allow yourself to think that sal- 
vation is only accepting Christ in a way that will 
secure God’s favor to the extent that He will per- 
mit you to live in sin, and yet excuse it and take 
you to heaven regardless of it. Far from it. It 
is a work of divine grace wrought in the human 
heart, whereby the recipient is delivered from the 
power of sin and enabled to live in sweet harmony 
with God’s will. Had you thought that a Chris- 
tian can continue to commit sin? Then, what 
kind of a sin can a Christian commit? Did you 
ever see a Christian murderer? Or a Christian 
thief? Ora Christian liar? Does it look reason- 
able that any one can be a Christian sinner? 
Thank God, he does not save us in our sins but 
from our sins. We do not go to heaven to be 
saved, but because we are saved. If you are a 
real Christian you are living without sin up to 
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the measure of your ability to understand divine 
things. 

Persons have sometimes said that when God 
saved them He did a perfect work; true, He did, 
but He did not promise to do two works in one; 
and the forgiving of the sins, and the cleansing of 
the heart from inbred corruption, are two differ- 
ent things; and we are never a candidate for the 
second until we have experienced the first. 

These to whom Jesus was speaking were al- 
ready Christians. He said to them, ‘Rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.” And in His 
memorable prayer in the 17th of John, He said, 
“They are not of the world, even as I am not of the 
world;” “They are mine;” and yet to these same 
disciples He said, “Tarry.”’ It is Paul who tells 
us in the first and second verses of the fifth of 
Romans that those who are already justified by 
faith, and have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, have access by faith, into this expe- 
rience of standing grace; and in his letter to the 
Thessalonians he addresses them as “The church 
which is in God the Father, and in the Lord Jesus 
Christ;” and yet He tells them that their sancti- 
fication is the will of God, and that God has called 
them unto holiness; and before He closes the epis- 
tle he also gives expression to the prayer, “The 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly;” adding 
that the God who had called them would also do it. 

In Hebrews 6:1 (R. V.) we read, “Wherefore, 
leaving the doctrine of the first principles of 
Christ (conversion) let us press on unto perfec- 
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tion.” Paul in one of his missionary tours came 
to Ephesus where he found disciples, and asked 
them if they had received the Holy Ghost since 
they believed. ‘Cornelius was a just man, fearing 
God with all his house, and yet, under the preach- 
ing of Peter, he received the Holy Ghost. Some 
have said that this was Cornelius’ conver- 
sion. Teachers have taught it; preachers have 
preached it; and many have believed it, and 
thought that Cornelius was converted under the 
preaching of Peter; but the Bible says, he was a 
devout man and feared God with all his house. 
All this Scripture, and many other passages that 
we might produce, prove to us, unquestionably, 
that there is an experience following conversion, 
justification and regeneration; and it is this ex- 
perience for which Jesus commanded the disciples 
to tarry. 

Some might say that the command was alone 
for those of that day, and that the experience 
for which they were to tarry is not for us in this 
day, but Jesus very clearly settled this question 
when He prayed for His disciples that they might 
be sanctified, and added, that He prayed not for 
them alone, but for them also which should believe 
on Him through their word. Peter in speaking 
of it on the day of Pentecost, said, “The promise 
is to you, and to your children, and to all them 
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call.” Are you a believer? Then Je- 
sus prays for your sanctification. Are you one 
of the called? Then the promise is to you. There- 
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fore, we believe that the command of Jesus to tar- 
ry was to every true child of God. I have no right 
to say that it is not for me. Thou hast no right, 
my brother, to say that God has not commanded 
thee to tarry. Do not say that the command was 
given alone to preachers and church officials; 
God does not so designate. 

True, it is a command given to a certain class; 
but that class includes every child of God. He 
nowhere told the sinner to tarry; He does not so 
speak to the backslider; neither does He command 
the child of God, who is living in a low state of 
experience, to tarry; but those who are fully fol- 
lowing Him. If you have been a child of God and 
wandered away from Him, or if you are, or claim 
to be, His child and are living below your priv- 
ileges in Him, you had better be restored prompt- 
ly; and then tarry for the second definite blessing 
which Jesus promises. It is not for the sinner, 
or the backslider ; but for those who are definitely, 
fully, freely, clearly, and at the present moment, 
justified before God. 

Brother, do not pass it by and say it is not for 
you, for if you are living up to your privileges 
as a justified child of God it does mean you. 


CHAPTER II. 


TARRY—FOR WHAT? 


What is that for which the child of God is 
tarry? Let us look into the word of Go 1¢ 
if He does not plainly tell us, so thé 
make no mistake. In our first chapt 
sidered whom God had commanded to 
this we wish to learn the purpose of thi 
ing. Jesus told those to whom He was talking a 
that time, to “Tarry” for the enduement with 
power from on high. What was that power? We 
are not left in doubt, for we are told, “Ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you;” or, as in the revised version, ‘Ye 
shall receive the power of the Holy Ghost coming 
upon you;” and again we read, “Wait for the 
promise of the Father,” for ‘Ye shall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” 
We are commanded to tarry for the incoming cf 
the Holy Ghost; and with His incoming we have 
right to expect the manifestation of His presence 
and power in the soul. 

This baptism means much more than many 
think. Some love to talk about the anointing with 
the Holy Spirit for power in service; and truly 
He is the only real source of power for service. 
A great need of the church is this power. It is 


(24) 


TARRY—FOR WHAT? ee45) 


needed in the pulpit, in the pew, in the Sunday 
school, and in the prayer meeting; in fact, it is 
needed in all lines of church work; and also in 
all secular pursuits. 
We most certainly believe in the power of the 
Spirit for service; and special anointings of 
‘Spirit for special services may be fre- 
xth upon those who have, and those who 
received the baptism with the Holy 
a second definite work of grace subse- 
generation! but this definite incoming 
ie Holy Ghost is never for power in service 
aside from heart purity. The Holy Spirit will 
not dwell in an unclean temple; and ‘Your bodies 
are the temple of the Holy Ghost.” He will not 
give power for service until He has shown His 
power in destroying every enemy in the soul, in 
cleansing it from all carnality. Peter, when tell- 
ing of the Gentiles receiving the Holy Ghost, said: 
He purified their hearts by faith, giving them 
the Holy Ghost, even as He did unto us. Since 
there are three distinct stages in our redemovtion, 
regeneration, complete sanctification, and glorifi- 
eation, and since these occur in the exact order 
named, the experience of which we are now spe2ak- 
ing is not improperly called “the second blessing.” 
Justification deals with the sins we have commit- 
ted, and brings the soul back into the condition 
of a child, and is glorious; but this baptism with 
the Holy Ghost destroys that carnal nature that 
was in the heart when the child was born. 
The Holy Ghost will never enter a heart and 
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cleanse it from all sin unless He can have full pos- 
session. The heart must be fully dedicated to 
Him. Everything must be given to God in ab- 
solute abandonment. This consecration is sancti- 
fication as an act of the creature; but it mus ae 
be accompanied and followed by such faith in the © 
Lord Jesus Christ as will secure the divine re- — 
sponse, the complete cleansing and filling; this is" 
sanctification in its full sense. Holiness means ~ 
sacred dedication, as a church building becomes — 
a holy place when dedicated to God; but when the 
heart of a faithful child of God is solemnly dedi- — 
cated to Him, He cleanses it from all inbred car- 
nality. This is holiness asa state. This is heart 

purity. “Blessed are the pure in heart.” The 
Holy Ghost, who thus cleansed the heart from all | 
sin by the blood of Jesus, will take up His abod: 
in that heart and fill it with His abiding pr 
ence. This is the baptism with the Holy Ghost 
and fire. This cleansing and filling make the 
‘soul so Christ-like that it is sometimes called per- _ 
fect love. Sanctification, holiness, the baptism ; 


tification and repens cfey are so load ES 
lated ‘that they cannot be separated; and may | 
properly be used as if synonymous. If you are -! 
sanctified you are holy in heart, filled with - the 
Holy Ghost, and made perfect in love. : 

Some one may ask, does the Holy Ghost ee 
tify? Does He cleanse the heart, or is it the — 
work of Jesus? All blessings in life, every work — 
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of grace, and every blessing in salvation, come 
from God the Father, through Jesus Christ, by 
the power and operation of the Holy Ghost. God 
_ the Father is Lord over all; Jesus is the Savior 
of men; the Holy Ghost is he executive of the 
_ Godhead in the world today. The whole scheme 
a of redemption, the plan of salvation, is founded 
ay on the atoning blood of Jesus; but it is applied 
to our hearts by the Holy Ghost. “Ye are not 
- redeemed with corruptible things as silver and 
Seeold...... but by the precious blood of Christ.” 
_ The Father, Son and Holy Ghost cannot be sepa- 
rated in the great work of salvation, for they 
es Ree united. We believe in the Trinity, but in the 
a unity of the Trinity. 
This second work of grace of which we are 
_ speaking, is wrought by the baptism with the 


a 


much of Jesus and His blood through which we 
are saved. Tarry for the Holy Ghost and not 
4 _ merely for a blessing; yet the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost will be the greatest blessing of your 
mtiife; Some speak lightly of the second blessing, 

- saying they have received a thousand blessings. 

Yes, thank God for the thousand blessings; but 
‘if you have received the first and second blessing 
_ they will so stand out in your life as two distinct 
_ erises, that you will not confuse them with the 
thousand general blessings God has poured out 
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upon you. Some do not believe in this work of 
grace; but these are the very words that God uses 
in the Bible and it is exceedingly dangerous for 
us to discard them. When God has said, “Blessed 
are the pure in heart,” “Be ye perfect,” “This is 
the will of God even your sanctification,” ‘““Be ye 
holy,” and “Ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost,” it ought to command our most thoughtful, 
careful, prayerful attention. 

Do you believe in sanctification? If not, 
God’s word remains the same. Do you believe 
in holiness? Your disbelieving it will in no sense 
change what God has said in regard to it. 

The Holy Spirit will reveal Himself in the life 
of the person who has received Him; so also will 
carnality manifest its presence. During a re- 
cent sickness, and while I was delirious, my neigh- 
bor secured a new dog. I was not responsible for 
the dog’s coming to this home, neither did I 
know when he came; but he was there and I awoke 
one morning to the fact that he was there. He 
barked, and whined, and howled, and it seemed in 
almost every way he could, he annoyed me. They 
locked him up in their coalhouse, and did all they 
could to take care of him; but he was there; and 
while he was there I was continually annoyed by 
him. Some one took the dog away one night, 
and then, and only then, did I have rest from 
his annoyances. Depravity is in the human 
heart from birth. We are not responsible for its 
coming into the heart. We may not be able to 
tell exactly when it came; but while it is there we 
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shall be annoyed by it. As long as the dog stayed 
at my neighbor’s home, the manifestations of the 
dog were heard. As long as the sinful nature 
is present in your heart, it will manifest its pres- 
ence in uprisings of unholy temper, pride, envy, 
fear, jealousy, unholy ambitions, selfishness, lack 
of interest in the work of the Lord, or in some 
other way. You will never get rid of the mani- 
festations of sin in the heart, until this depravity 
is taken away; neither will you have the mani- 
festation of the Holy Spirit until the Holy Spirit 
has come in. Then, beloved, what you should 
seek by earnest consecration and prayer is the 
incoming of the Holy Ghost. Do not suppress 
this carnality in your heart, and thus allow it to 
remain. Suppression is a failure and unscript- 
ural. Ask the Holy Ghost to come and burn it 
out, and fill you with Himself. Jesus said to 
His disciples, “He dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you.” You cannot chain the evil nature, nor 
chloroform it, nor in any way keep it quiet; but 
the Holy Ghost will take it away. The word of 
God does not speak of keeping it down, but uses 
such words as destroy, crucify, put off; and we 
believe He means the absolute destruction of the 
carnal nature. If God should save us, and not 
change our nature, we would immediately return 
into a life of sin; and yet, when God does forgive 
our sins, and takes from our hearts that which 
we may have added to the sinful nature which 
was in the heart at birth, He enables us by His 
grace, to live a life without sin, until He can re- 
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veal the sinful nature within; and when this is 
revealed, we become responsibie for it, and to fail 
to get rid of it is sin; for we come short of our 
privilege in grace, and backsiide because of fail- 
ure to have it taken from us. 

The life of holiness is the only state of safety, 
for Jesus tells us that, ‘““The double minded man,” 
or, one who has not only the inherited carnal na- 
ture, but has been made partaker of the divine 
nature, “is unstable in all his ways.” And Paul 
said, “For the good that I would I do not; but the 
evil which I would not, that I do. Now if I do 
that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but 
sin that dwelleth in me,” and yet he thanks God 
for deliverance “through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Man cannot make a success of Christian life 
himself, for the tendency of sin is always down- 
ward and toward defeat. There is success in 
God alone. 

Then our only hope is to be free from sin and 
all its powers, and to be filled and thrilled with 
the presence of God. The Holy Ghost is God— 
God Omnipotent; as really God as the Father or 
the Son—God eternal. He was present when 
they said, “Let us make man.” He “moved upon 
the face of the great deep.” He moved “holy 
men of old” to write the word of God. He con- 
victs the sinner, and points him to Jesus. He 
teaches him to repent, yield, and pray. He ap- 
plies the blood of Jesus, and witnesses to the work 
done. He gave you that hungering for a clean 
heart, and wants to come in and reveal Jesus to 
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you as your Sanctifier. He does not testify of 
Himself, but of Jesus. He wants to come in to 
abide. Do not use the pronoun “it”; say He, His, 
Him. Do not speak of Him as an influence or an 
emanation. He is a person; talk to Him as a 
person; treat Him as the Omnipotent, Omnis- 
cient God; receive Him; He wants to come in and 
do the work. This is holiness. The destruction 
of the carnal nature does not take away our in- 
dividuality, nor destroy our humanity; it does 
not make us perfect Gods, nor perfect in the sense 
of being beyond mistakes; but it does make us 
perfect in heart. If the Holy Ghost has come in, 
then you have not only the manifestation of His 
presence, but the carnality is destroyed from 
your heart, and all its manifestations are 
gone. ¥ If manifestations of carnality  re- 
main, you are yet a candidate for the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost and fire./ If you will receive 
the Holy Ghost into your heart, He will take out 
all the pride and self-seeking, that which becomes 
elated and puffed up, when some one speaks well 
of you, or you have in some way attracted atten- 
tion; that which feels disappointed when you are 
not elected superintendent of the Sunday school, 
nor appointed delegate to your yearly meeting or 
general conference; and that which feels slighted 
when you are not invited to the reception; and 
He will put into you the spirit of Jesus which 
will make you humble, kind, tender, submissive, 
and keep you sweet in your soul. You will not 
care to be prominent; you will be willing to be 
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ignored and set aside, and even talked against, 
misunderstood, and misrepresented. You will be 
willing to take the most humble place, owned and 
honored of God, and to receive His smile. He 
will take out of you the desire for outward adorn- 
ment, and will take from your clothing many of 
the rutiies, gold chains and other displays, and 
you will have that adornment of heart shining 
out through your life, the meek and quiet spirit, 
which before God is of great price. Your desire 
will be to dress to please Him whom you love 
most, even Jesus your Sanctifier. He will take 
from you the desire for worldly pleasure; you 
will care no more for the opera, the dance and 
football, nor any other soul-damning amusements 
which we might name; but your enjoyment will 
be in the presence and service of your Christ. 
The reception of the Holy Ghost will take you out 
of your secret orders, and let you into the secrets 
of the Lord which God says, ‘“‘are to all which 
fear Him.” He will take out of you the desire 
for light, trashy reading; stories of adventure and 
love tales will have lost their charm; for you will 
prefer to read only that which will magnify 
Christ, especially the word of God itself. He will 
take from you the uprising of temper and sinful 
displeasure when things do not go as you desire 
them to go, and put into your soul the sweetness 
and calmness of heaven. You will be done hay- 
ing fits of the blues, and the joy of God will con- 
stantly fill your soul. It will not destroy your 
tenderness; it will not dry up the fountain of 
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tears; yea, the more Christlike you become, the 
more tender you will be. But with the Holy Ghost 
in your heart you can stand and look upon the 
casket of your dearest friend, and while tears of 
sorrow will roll down your cheeks, the joy of God 
will well up in your soul. 

Paul spoke of taking ‘“‘joyfully the spoiling of 
your goods,” and, though you may be wronged 
and robbed, yet you will rejoice in the accumula- 
tion of riches in Jesus Christ, as manifested by 
the Holy Ghost. This will give you a settled 
peace. You will not only have peace with God 
because of sins forgiven, but the peace of God 
will rule in your heart. You will be through with 
dry, back-number testimonies, and God will put 
into your heart a freshness of experience. You 
will no longer read dry, lifeless, powerless ser- 
mons, but your messages will be fresh, juicy, 
powerful, and full of love. You will be done with 
harshness and scolding, and filled with the ten- 
derness of God. He will put life into your pray- 
ers, and give you such a desire to commune with 
Him that, instead of wondering whether you can 
take time to pray, you will wonder whether you 
can quit praying to do something else. Your soul 
will be constantly in connection with God; not 
only will you pray, but your prayers will be 
answered. He will give you power with God and 
power with men, and men will be moved, and will 
get to God. He will give you a delight in all of 
God’s service, and in all of God’s people, and you 
will be glad to do anything at any cost to glorify 
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God; you will be anxious to do what you can for 
the salvation of souls; you will be interested in 
the work of God everywhere, in the slums of the 
cities and in the neglected places and dark cor- 
ners of the earth; you will have an interest in 
foreign missions and will pray for the heathen. 
None will be so low but that you will want to 
see them saved. Your pocket-book will be open 
to contribute freely to the spreading of the gospel 
over the whole world. You will have a sure cure 
for indifference and chronic Sunday headache. 
This is not infallibility. We do not claim to make 
no mistakes. The Holy Ghost will not destroy 
our humanity, nor take from us our personality, 
nor remove the effects of the fall upon the mind, 
but He will take from us all sin and all tendency 
to sin, and it is marvelous how straight, clean and 
careful a life a man filled with the Holy Ghost and 
led by Him can, and will live. The life of holi- 
ness is not free from the attacks of the enemy; 
temptations and trials will come, but, thank God, 
we may have constant victory and undisturbed 
peace through it all. There are those who claim 
that sin is in their members, i. e., in their flesh, 
and, though they may do wrong, they are not re- 
sponsible for it; but God does not so teach. Paul 
prayed for the Thessalonians, that they might be 
preserved blameless, body, soul and spirit; and in 
his writings to the Corinthians, he told them that 
they were not their own, and to glorify God in 
their body, and spirit, which are God’s. We can- 
not live faultless lives, but, thank God, we may 
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live blameless lives; and the time will come when 
we shall be delivered from all the effects of sin, 
for we are told that He “Is able to present you 
faultless before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy.’ Holiness, properly understood, 
means sinlessness. 

We cannot always measure our Christian ex- 
perience by the amount of joy or outward demon- 
stration, neither should we say of another who 
may not do and be just as we may dictate, that 
“he hasn’t got the fire’; but if the Holy Ghost is 
in the heart, the life will be one of constant vic- 
tory. 

Is not such a life a glorious boon to the child 
of God? Oh, what a beautiful thought! Whata 
wonderful privilege! Every child of God may 
have the Holy Ghost within to purify his heart, 
and to manifest the life, presence and power of 
Jesus in a life of victory. Brother, sister, do 
not stop short of it, but seek Him, the Holy Ghost, 
or Holy Spirit. (Both terms are Scriptural, and 
are used about an equal number of times). Seek 
Him till He comes in and reveals Jesus in all His 
glorious fullness. Tarry for the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost and fire. 


CHAPTER III. 
TARRY—WHY? 


The thought which we wish to consider in this, 
the third of our series on the word tarry, is why 
Christian people should tarry for the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost. 

There are two reasons which we especially 
wish to consider. First,-God promised the gift 
of the Holy Ghost; and second, He commanded 
Christians to receive the Holy Ghost. Certainly 
these are sufficient reasons why we should do so. 
The doctrine of the baptism with the Holy Ghost 
is treated by many people as though it-were some- 
thing to be dreaded, and that, if possible, we 
should shun it. We speak of the Holy Ghost as 
though He were something that if we could get 
into heaven without, we would reject Him; and 
that God is something of a tyrant, imposing upon 
us by commanding us to receive the Holy Ghost. 
This is looking at it in the wrong light. The very 
fact that God promises something, should attract 
our attention as that which we should desire; and 
we should seek to know the whole truth in regard 
to it. The promise is given in more than one 
of the prophecies of the Old Testament, besides 
very many places in the New. Joel wrote, “And 
it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour 
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out my Spirit upon all flesh;” and John said, “I 
indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; 
but He that cometh after me is mightier than I, 
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 

Water baptism attracts much attention in the 
church today, and thousands of people speak of 
it as though it were a privilege to be baptized 
with water. They risk their eternity upon it; 
and many have no other salvation but to be bap- 
tized with water, and become a member of a 
church; and they know nothing of the peace, 
power and glory, that come with the infilling of 
the Holy Ghost. John said he could administer 
the one, but it required Jesus to give the other; 
and yet, while they magnify the one, they minify, 
or wholly discard, the other. If men look upon 
baptism, which is administered by the most hum- 
ble servant of Jesus Christ, or, as is not at all 
infrequent, by one who himself has never had a 
change of heart, or, possibly, even worse, one 
who has a corrupt heart and inconsistent life back 
of his profession, as so important, how much 
more should they treat the promise of the bap- 
tism which can be administered alone by Jesus as 
important. Peter, when the Holy Ghost was 
poured out so abundantly upon them on the day 
of Pentecost, stood up with the eleven and said, 
“This is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel”; and added, “The promise is unto you, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call”; and 
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Jesus in the Gospel of St. Luke says, “Behold, I 
send the promise of my Father upon you; but 
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be en- 
dued with power from on high.” He also said, 
“Ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 
many days hence’’; and, “Ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you,” and 
designates it as the promise; and this, “the prom- 
ise,” certainly commands our attention. 

Paul in the fifth of Romans, speaks not only 
of an experience wherein we have peace with 
God, but also of this, the standing grace wherein 
we can rejoice in hope of the glory of God; and 
again, Paul in the 24th verse of the 5th of First 
Thessalonians, after having prayed that they 
might be sanctified wholly, and preserved blame- 
less, body, soul and spirit, says, God is faithful 
and will do it. Then, beloved, certainly this 
which God has promised becomes a privilege. 

Justification is no small thing. It is a won- 
derful privilege to have peace with God; to be 
forgiven of sin; to have our names written in 
heaven; to be born again; and to know that we 
are children of His. This, I say, is a wonderful 
privilege, and ought, under no circumstances, to 
be minified; and yet in speaking of it in compar- 
ison with the promise of sending the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, the words “merely,” or “simply” are 
often used ; not to minify the one, but to show the 
comparison with that which is much more won- 
derful, that is, holiness of heart. “Simply justi- 
fied”; yes; for while justification, which must 
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of necessity precede holiness, is a wonderful ex- 
perience, and that which should be desired and 
sought for; and peace with God should be craved, 
yet in comparison with the experience of sancti- 
fication, holiness of heart, the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost, it is proper to speak of it as “simply 
justified,” or, “only converted ;” for, if peace with 
God is great, the ruling peace of God is infinitely 
greater; if justification is wonderful, sanctifica- 
tion is much more wonderful; if forgiveness of 
sins is precious, the cleansing of the heart from 
all inbred sin is indeed much more precious; if the 
witness of the Spirit that we are the children of 
God, is sweet, the indwelling, abiding, soul filling 
and thrilling presence of the Holy Ghost is much 
sweeter. Then, beloved, instead of shunning the 
teaching of holiness, and refraining from seeking 
the Holy Ghost, we ought, rather to desire to un- 
derstand this, and to ask God to lead and teach, 
that we might receive Him, and be filled with His 
presence. The baptism with the Holy Ghost is 
something to be craved; and as we say, justifica- 
tion is a wonderful experience, yet one of the 
strongest evidences of being justified is the hun- 
gering of heart for the deeper experience of which 
we are speaking. The soul that is not desiring 
to be sanctified, certainly is not walking in the 
full light of justification; and one who opposes, 
or discards Bible holiness, and teaching on the 
same, is not even justified, unless it be in case of 
ignorance. Brother, sister, child of God, if you 
are not hungering for holiness now, ask God to 
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forgive you, and to give you such a wonderful ex- 
perience of peace with God, that above everything 
elise you will desire to be holy. 

Not only is the Holy Ghost promised, but we 
are commanded to receive Him. The matter is 
not left optional with us; it is not a matter of 
choice; for while we ought to choose to receive 
the Holy Ghost, yet we have no right to choose 
not to receive Him. God has plainly said, ‘‘Be 
filled with the Spirit.” In that same text of 
Seripture He says, “Be not drunk with wine”; 
and if one becomes intoxicated with wine, we feel 
that he has violated the command of God; and he 
who rejects the other part of the text, “Be filled 
with the Spirit,” has no less rejected the command 
of God. One part of that verse of Scripture is 
certainly as binding as the other. 

Jesus said to His disciples, “Tarry, till ye 
receive the promise.” Holiness is a positive com- 
mand; for God says, “Be ye holy for I am holy.” 
God demands perfection of heart, saying, ‘Be ye, 
therefore, perfect even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect.’”’ He also plainly says, “Go 
on unto perfection.” Then, if God has command- 
ed His children to be perfect, to be holy, to be 
sanctified, to be filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
one refuses to enter into that experience, he has 
violated God’s commandment; and this disobedi- 
ence is sin; therefore, he who does not obey God 
and enter into this experience for which he is 
commanded to tarry, will backslide because of the 
sin of disobedience. Thousands of people are, 
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from this cause, backslidden in ‘heart, though they 
may have continued their profession of Chris- 
tianity. ‘1o refuse to mind God is sin, and a sin 
oi omission is as great as a sin of commission. 
He who said, “Thou shalt not kill,” also said, ‘be 
ye holy.” He who said, *“Thou shalt not steal,’ 
aiso said, “be filled with the Spirit.” If a child 
of God will follow the Spirit of God, and the 
teaching of God’s word, he will be led into this 
experience; and if one having been taught of God 
on this subject refuses to enter into it, or if he 
rejects light on the subject, he grieves the Holy 
Ghost and falls from grace. The Spirit of God 
may continue to plead with him for awhile, but 
as soon as he refuses to walk in the light concern- 
ing the teaching of God’s word on this subject, he 
is presuming on the mercy of God and already 
on the road downward. 

Brother, I say, it is not a matter of choice; it 
is God’s positive commandment, and we dare not 
reject it. God has plainly spoken, and He means 
for you to be sanctified wholly; and says that 
without it “no man shall see the Lord.” Then I 
beg of you in Jesus’ name, accept it as a privilege; 
seek it with all your heart; wait at the feet of 
Jesus; pour out your soul to Him in prayer; ded- 
icate your whole life and being to Him; take Him 
at His word; believe God; get sanctified wholly 
through the baptism with the Holy Ghost. 


CHAPTER IV. 
TARRY—WHY NOT? 


There are a great many excuses given these 
days for not tarrying for the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost, some of which truly are very poor 
ones. We can not help but wonder why men 
should seek for any excuse whatever; why they 
should not be so anxious to receive the Holy Ghost 
that they would take advantage of every oppor- 
tunity to learn of Him, and of their privilege in 
receiving Him. 

Then let us notice some of these reasons that 
men give for not tarrying. One excuse given is 
that they have not heard of this doctrine. This, 
at first thought, would seem to be a good reason. 
When Paul went up to Ephesus he found a little 
company of believers, and asked them if they had 
received the Holy Ghost since they believed. Their 
reply was, that they had not heard whether there 
be any Holy Ghost; and when Paul told them of 
their privilege, in this regard, they prompt- 
ly received Him. But there was some ex- 
cuse for them, for the Holy Ghost dispen- 
sation had only begun a short time pre- 
vious, and they probably had never had an 
opportunity to hear of Him. They had been con- 
verted under the preaching of Apollos, who had 
lately come from Alexandria, and did not know 
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how to teach them in this regard; for he himself 
had not yet received the Holy Ghost. And when 
they were told by Paul that there was a deeper 
experience for them, they very promptly entered 
into it. Those who today excuse themselves, say- 
ing, that they have not heard of the Holy Ghost, 
may feel that they really have a good reason, for 
there are doubtless thousands of people who are 
under the ministry of those who themselves know 
nothing of it, and are not able to teach it; but 
after all, it is not a question of whether we have 
heard of the Holy Ghost, for we are not respon- 
sible alone for what we have heard, or not heard; 
but we are responsible for what we have the op- 
portunity to hear; and there are certainly very 
few people today in this land of Bibles, who can 
say that they have not had the opportunity to hear 
of the Holy Ghost. Truly, they may not have 
had the opportunity to have heard of Him in any 
other way, but if not, that still does not clear 
them of responsibility, for the word of God is 
given to us that therefrom we might learn what 
is the plan of salvation for the human race. God 
gave us the Bible with the expectation that we 
should read it, and that we should measure our 
lives by it; and, in fact, when we stand before the 
judgment bar of God we shall answer according 
to the privileges and commandments as recorded 
therein. The word of God is so plain and clear 
in its teaching on holiness that a way-faring man 
(though fool) need not err therein; and though 
we may never have heard in any other way, it is 
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go clearly taught that God expects of us a holy 
life, that we cannot plead excuse on that line. 
If one will read the Bible prayerfully, and with- 
out prejudice, seeking to know the mind of God, 
the Spirit of God will lead him right into the 
experience, though he may never have heard it 
from any other source. 

There is another class of people who do not 
tarry for the baptism with the Holy Ghost be- 
cause, as they say, they do not believe in holiness. 
There is a sense of pity comes into our hearts 
when we hear them speak in this way, for we 
know that, in all probability, they have been un- 
der the influence of those who have produced 
prejudice in their minds concerning it, and who 
have caused them to lower the plane of God’s 
word to their own way of thinking; but, my dear 
friend, this is no excuse whatever. For you and 
me to discard the teaching of God’s word in re- 
gard to holiness does in no way change the teach- 
ing; and we shall answer to God, not for what we 
have thought about it, but as to what God has 
said about it; and when God said, “Be holy for 
I am holy”; “This is the will of God even your 
sanctification” ; “Be ye therefore perfect” ; “Tarry 
ye in Jerusalem until ye be endued with power 
from on high”; and a great number of other texts 
of Scripture that we might quote, we ought to 
accept it as God’s word and instead of trying to 
bring God’s word down to our way of thinking, 
we ought to bring our lives up to the plane which 
God has set. To disbelieve the teaching of God’s 
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word in regard to holiness is skepticism; and the 
Bible plainly tells us that He that despiseth ho- 
liness despiseth not man but God. Then let us 
be very careful about saying that we do not be- 
lieve in holiness, “lest we be found to fight 
against God.” What right have we, poor, finite 
creatures, to look up into the face of our God and 
tell Him that we do not believe what He says? And 
yet this is practically what we do, when we say 
we do not believe in the second definite work of 
grace of which we are speaking. We sometimes 
treat God’s word as though it were a matter of 
choice whether we believed it, or rejected it; or 
whether we should accept only a part, or the 
whole; but it is by no means a matter of choice; 
for we are expected to accept the whole of God’s 
word, and measure our lives by it. There is no 
line of teaching in the Bible that is more clearly 
set forth and explained than the doctrine of holi- 
ness. We must not reject it; we dare not say we 
do not believe it. 

There is still another class of objectors who 
will not tarry for the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost, saying, that so many profess it and do not 
live it. This is only the same old excuse that is 
given for refusing to accept pardon through Jesus 
Christ; and yet the same people who reject holi- 
ness, saying that professors do not live it, would 
not at all accept that as a reason for a sinner not 
accepting Jesus Christ as his Savior. This, in 
reality, is no objection at all; for while it may 
possibly bring a sense of reproach on the teach- 
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ing of the doctrine, yet, this is not an excuse that 
we could present before the throne of God. We 
have not one bit of sympathy with the hypocrite, 
and we acknowledge there are thousands of them, 
and those who are hypocrites in regard to tne 
doctrine of holiness; yet a counterfeit religion 
does not minify the true religion. A counterfeit 
conversion does not do away with the need of a 
real change of heart; neither does a counterfeit 
holiness argue against the real Bible teaching on 
this subject. The man who rejects justifization 
because there are hypocrites professing it, makes 
the great mistake of choosing the companicnship 
of hypocrites throughout eternity; for truly 
God’s word teaches that a hypocrite cannot pos- 
sibly enter the kingdom of heaven. The same 
is true concerning those who are hypocrites in 
regard to the doctrine of holiness. If men pro- 
fess holiness and do not live it, that much more 
need that we should have it, and live such holy 
lives before men that we may, through our life 
and profession, magnify the word of God in this 
regard. The presence of hypocrites only makes 
the greater need of the real, genuine life. If men 
bring reproach upon the doctrine by professing 
what they do not have, let us, as honest followers 
of God, enter into this blessed experience, and so 
live before God and man that we shall, so 
far as our influence goes, counteract the awful 
influence that they have against this doctrine; 
and, after all, you may be made a blessing to some 
of these; for no doubt many of them are honestly 
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deceived; and if you receive the experience in 
reality, and live the life before them, you may be 
able to show them the lack in their own souls, 
and lead them into the experience. 

Still another class of objectors say that it is 
too high an experience; that it cannot be attained. 
This may be because they have been misinformed 
in regard to it; for many unwise teachers have 
gone out into the world, who have mistaught the 
doctrine of holiness and have placed a plane that 
God never authorized them to do. Sometimes 
these objectors say that holiness people claim to 
have an experience where they cannot be tempted, 
or cannot make mistakes, or, possibly, cannot fall 
from grace. It is true that there are teachers in 
the world today who are teaching it that way; 
but the man who has the real experience never 
does. Jesus was tempted in all points like as we 
are, yet without sin; and if you become sanctified 
wholly you, no doubt, will be tempted also; but, 
thank God, you will be able through the power of 
the Holy Ghost to endure without sin. Adam and 
Eve were created pure and holy, and yet they fell 
from grace and wandered from God. There is no 
experience in this life but we need to constantly 
watch and pray lest we enter into temptation. 
The life of jholiness is not exempt from tempta- 
tion. The man who enjoys the experience does 
- not claim that it is. In fact, the closer we get 
to God the more angry the devil will be; but the 
motive which prompts us to resist temptation, 
and the keeping power of God in the hour of 
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temptation, is far in advance of any other condi- 
tion in life. The sinner often resists temptation, 
with a selfish thought, possibly because to yield 
to temptation would cost him money. Many a 
man who does not profess to be a Christian re- 
fuses to touch tobacco because it would cost too 
much. Many a man does not swear because it is 
considered impolite; while others refuse to drink 
liquor because the influence of liquor is so de- 
grading and debauching. Many a one resists 
temptation because of the request of a dying moth- 
er, or wife. All these motives are better than to 
yield; but there is a higher motive to resist temp- 
tation; that of the child of God. He resists be- 
cause to yield is sin, and he knows that if he 
yields to sin, he will become a backslider and be 
lost. But there is yet the highest motive, that of 
the sanctified child of God, who resists tempta- 
tion because it grieves the Holy Ghost. The sin- 
ner often yields to temptation because his whole 
being goes out in that direction, and he has not 
within him the keeping power of the blood of 
Jesus; and while, if he resists, he resists from a 
selfish motive, yet he more frequently yields and 
commits sin because he knows nothing of the 
saving, keeping power of God. The justified child 
of God, though he resists temptation with a high- 
er motive, yet he finds within him a sinful ten- 
dency of the carnal nature that goes out after 
sin; but with it a consciousness of the power of 
the blood of Jesus Christ to keep him in the hour 
of temptation. There is something within him 
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that wants to yield; something that responds to 
the power of temptation; and with it something 
else which does not want to yield, because to yield 
would be sin. ‘he sanctified child of God is alse 
tempted, even more sorely than ever before; but 
that evil tendency, that bent to sin, that carnal 
nature, that which responds to temptation, is 
gone; and while he is tempted and has the power 
to yield, yet the presence and power of the Holy 
Ghost keep him free from sin, and constantly 
victorious in the hour of temptation. “Jesus was 
tempted in all points like as we are yet without 
sin.” If not true to God and constantly trusting 
Him we will fall into sin. 

Holiness is an experience of the heart, and 
not of the head; and while one may be deficient 
intellectually, yet he may havea pure heart. And, 
although we may err in judgment, and make mis- 
takes, and do unwise things, yet the heart may be 
kept right with God. But it is remarkable what 
wisdom that man may have whose heart is filled 
with the Holy Ghost; for while it is a heart ex- 
perience, yet God will wonderfully lead us in that 
which we do, and most blessedly guard and guide 
us in our judgment. But purity of heart does not 
mean infallibility, for that belongs alone to God. 
Remember we are asking you to tarry for the re- 
ception of the Holy Ghost as taught in God’s word, 
and not as many have been taught by unwise 
teachers. Bible holiness is not too high an ex- 
perience for us to attain. If so, God would have 
been a liar; but we do not believe He would ever 
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demand an impossibility of us. Holiness is a high 
experience, too high for us to reach in any other 
way, but by the power of God alone. But when God 
demands of us a holy life, He, with that demand, 
makes provision whereby we may attain to the 
standard which He has placed for us; and the 
very fact that God said, “Be holy,” implies that 
we may be holy; and when God said, “Be filled 
with the Spirit,’ He meant that provision had 
been made for the Spirit to come into our hearts; 
and Paul settles it clearly and definitely when he 
said, “by whom also (referring to Jesus Christ) 
we have access by faith into this grace wherein 
we stand.”’ Holiness is not only demanded, but 
provided; and why should it seem a thing impos- 
sible that (God should cleanse the heart of His 
child from all inbred corruption and fill it with 
His own presence. True, it is a high experience, 
but none too high for us to reach by the grace of 
God. 

Another reason given for not accepting the 
baptism with the Holy Ghost is that there is some- 
thing in the life of that person that he or she 
does not want to give up. They say that there are 
some things they want to do, but could not if they 
were holy. What a flimsy excuse! God has but 
one plane, my brother, for you to live upon, and 
whether you profess holiness or only j ustification, 
or whether you make any prefession at all, He de- 
mands of you that you live upon that one plane. 
There is no license for sin any place in God’s 
word. God demands a sinless life, and Jesus came 
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that He might save us from our sins; and while 
God knows, and we know, that the sinner, and 
even the one in the justified experience cannot live 
the life that God demands, yet provision is made in 
grace that by coming into this experience we may 
live it; and, in fact, we cannot, with anything 
short of the baptism with the Holy Ghost, live 
up to the standard that God gives. God requires 
as much of the sinner, or the justified child of 
God, as He does of the one that has entered into 
the experience of holiness of heart. It might, at 
first, appear to be unkind in God to demand of the 
sinner, or of a Christian in a justified experience, 
that which they cannot do; and true, it would be 
unkind, if He did not make provision that we 
might do it. The sinner may be forgiven of his 
sins, have his heart changed, and by the grace of 
God live a justified experience; and then he may 
have his heart cleansed and filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and live the life of purity of which we 
speak. The very fact that you confess that there 
is something in your life that you will not give 
up, is a confession of rebellion against God; and 
rebellion is sin, and if you sin you are 
a sinner, and need to ‘tbe forgiven; and 
if you do not give it up, and enter into 
the experience of holiness, you will backslide 
and go back into a life of sin. There is too great 
looseness today in regard to doing the will of God. 
So many people acknowledge that they are not 
doing right, and are not walking in the light that 
God has given them, and yet claim to be Chris- 
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tians. Is not this absurd? -God’s definition for 
sin is, that “Sin is the transgression also of the 
law.” Then how can you harbor sin in yuur life 
and still profess to be a child of God? Brother, 
do not do it. Ask God to forgive you and save 
you, and then walk up to the light that God gives 
you, and you certainly will become sanctified 
wholly. Thousands of people do not retain their 
justification because they refuse to enter into 
sanctification. Do not ask God to lower the plane 
for your sake; do not plead excuse for sin in your 
life; do not think for one moment that you have 
something, some secret sin, that is worth more to 
you than all the fullness of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. For either you will give up all sin, or 
you will give up Christ; you will either go on into 
holiness, or lose your justification ; you will either 
have all sin taken out of your heart, or you wil 
stay out of heaven. 

There is another class of people who say they 
would enter into the experience, but they are 
afraid that if they do they will have to preach or 
be missionaries, or take up some other definite line 
of work for God. This is very much like the ob- 
jection that we have just been considering, and is 
just as dangerous; for a sin of omission is as great 
as a sin of commission; and if God asks you to 
preach, or to leave your home, and friends, and 
business, and go to the foreign land to be a mis- 
sionary, He will, by the incoming of the Spirit of 
God, give you such delight in His service, that 
by His grace you can gladly do it; and not to do 
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it is sin. A great many people have said that if 
they could be sanctified, and still enjoy the world 
and worldly things, and have to make no sacrifice 
whatever, nor enter into any service whatever for 
God, they would be willing; but God does not 
sanctify people under these conditions. When 
you receive the baptism with the Holy Ghost, it 
will be by abandoning your whole life to God; and 
in reality, when you gave your heart to God for 
the forgiveness of sins, you surrendered all to 
Him in such a way that it implied following God 
anywhere He would lead; and the consecration 
you make when you receive the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost really includes no more, but gives all 
to God from a different motive. If you are not 
willing to follow God, whether to preach, or any 
other service, it is rebellion against God; and cer- 
tainly then you are not even clearly justified. A 
genuine conversion brings one into relation with 
God that he is willing to do any service that God 
places upon him; and the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost takes out the carnal nature that would 
shrink from God’s service and empowers him for 
any service God may ask of him. When the Holy 
Ghost comes into your heart you will be glad to 
preach, if God wants you to do so; and your soul 
will delight in the privilege to make any sacrifice 
whatever to serve God, whether in the home or in 
the foreign field. And though it may seem to you 
that God might possibly ask of you a service that 
might be hard, yet the incoming of the Holy Spirit 
will make that service your delight. 
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Another class of believers object to sanctifica- 
tion, saying, that it makes one so peculiar. True, 
it does; but this is just what God wants. He is 
seeking for a peculiar people; and the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost is just what will make you 
peculiar. If you are not a peculiar-man or wom- 
an, you certainly have not the experience of which 
we are speaking. What does it mean to be pecu- 
liar? Does it mean anything else than to be dif- 
ferent from other people? It at least means this. 
Holiness people are wonderfully in the minority 
today in the world; and as there are so few of 
them, and there is such a contrast between the life 
of sin and the life of holiness, we truly do become 
a peculiar people. God’s word says that He would 
“purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works.” 

If a wealthy lady should attend church some 
Sabbath morning with a red handkerchief tied 
over her head, every one would say that she was 
peculiar, and that she had lost her mind; but if 
all the ladies wore the same it would not be no- 
ticed. So, if we live as the world lives, there is 
nothing in our lives to attract attention; but the 
grace of God in our hearts, which cleanses us from 
all unrighteousness and fills us with the Holy 
Ghost, produces such a wonderful change within, 
that there is a vast difference between us and the 
world. They cannot understand why we will not 
smoke, or chew, or swear. The Spirit of God will 
take out of us all desire for the dance, for the 
horse race, for Christless secret orders, and all 
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other forms of worldly pleasure, and will put in 
your souls a delight in His service. The world 
will not understand why we do not enjoy these 
things and term us peculiar because of it. Our 
pleasures will be entirely different from those 
which the world enjoys. They will not under- 
stand us. Our social life, and our business life, 
will both be on a much higher plane than that 
which is occupied by the world. We dare not 
lower the standard, and come down to a level with 
them to avoid peculiarity; for to do this would 
mean to be lost. We cannot raise the world to our 
plane, for there are very few people today who 
are receiving the experience of holiness; and be- 
cause of this fact, we must still go through this 
world as the peculiar people. There is great dan- 
ger in any effort whatever to even lower the plane 
to a place where it can be understood by worldly 
people. Many souls backslide by wanting to be 
understood by those who are around them; but 
God understands us, and while our relationship 
with God is right, what have we to fear? Moses, 
Joshua, Elijah, Jeremiah and a host of others that 
we might name in the Old Testament times, were 
very peculiar people. The wicked world did not 
understand Noah, and yet we are glad that this 
man did not lower the standard to the level with 
those who were about him. If he had, he would 
have been as others, and that special feature in 
his life which made him such a wonderful man 
of God would not have been present. Jesus was 
peculiar. Paul was odd. Peter could not be un- 
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derstood. So different were the apostles from 
those that were around them, that only one of 
them died a natural death; and that one they tried 
to kill, but God miraculously preserved him; yet 
we are very glad that these men were such men 
as they were. 

There is still another class that do not accept 
holiness, because, as they say, their church does 
not believe in it, and their preacher does not 
preach it; and that, if they should accept it, they 
could not stay in their church. We are not, by 
any means, a come-outer, neither are we opposed 
to church organizations; but we believe a thou- 
sandfold we ought to accept God’s word before 
any church creed. If I cannot accept holiness and 
my church creed at the same time, I had better 
drop the creed and accept the holiness; for when 
I stand before the judgment bar of God I will 
not be judged by the principles and doctrines of 
my church, but by the ‘‘thus saith the Lord;” and 
if your church does not believe in holiness, you 
can better afford to leave the church than to leave 
your God. You had better be out of the church 
than to stay out of heaven. I do not say that we 
must always leave the church, just because it is 
not a holiness church, for God may lead us to 
do as the apostles of old, and even Jesus Himself ; 
for they continued with the old Jewish church 
until they had done all they could do to get the 
church to accept the gospel of Jesus Christ. So 
I believe it is right for us to stay in our church 
if there is any hope of being made a blessing to 
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the church, in leading it out of its dry formality, 
into the liberty of the gospel of Jesus Christ; but 
if that cannot be done, then it certainly is a great 
mistake for us to spend our days in a place that 
is not congenial to our best spiritual interests, 
and waste our life in bondage. If your preacher 
does not preach holiness, you had better teach 
him what God’s word says about it. Tell him 
that you believe in it. If you cannot get him to 
accept it, you had better go where you can get 
spiritual food than to starve to death with his 
dry sermons. I do think it wrong for Christian 
people to stay in a church that is opposed to ho- 
liness, and help support a preacher who will not 
preach it, and, perhaps, preaches against it, and 
ridicules what God says in regard toit. You had 
better meet one or more other saints and spend 
the hours in prayer and reading God’s word, than 
listen to a dry, worldly preacher who opposes the 
truth of God. The preacher who, instead of be- 
ing sanctified wholly, belongs to some christless 
secret orders, or is afraid to preach truth for fear 
of missing something on his salary, and is inter- 
ested in church fairs, festivals and shows, has no 
right to expect the support and sympathy of the 
people of God. People are starving to death spir- 
itually by the thousands these days in the popu- 
lar churches. The business of the church is to 
promote the doctrine of holiness; but if the church 
does not do it, and you cannot live a holy life in 
the church, you had better get out where you can. 

After having considered all of these excuses, 
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and gone over them carefully, we believe there 
is no reason, whatever, why any child of God 
should not be sanctified wholly, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost; for of these reasons that we have 
been considering, or any others of which you 
might think, there is no excuse for us not enter- 
ing into the provision of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ that has been made for us. 

Then, brother, sister, no longer plead excuse; 
for when you stand before the judgment har of 
God you will be left without excuse. The God 
who said, that ‘‘without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord,” will reject you if you reject this blessed 
experience. Thank God, there is abundant teach- 
ing in God’s word concerning it, and provision 
has been fully made to supply our every need in 
this regard. 

Glory to God! 


CHAPTER V. 
TARRY—HOW ? 


How shall the child of God tarry for the bap- 
tism with the Holy Ghost? This is a very impor- 
tant question and demands a careful answer. 

It is very important that the seeker should be 
in proper condition to tarry; and, therefore, we 
first consider the preparation necessary for a suc- 
cessful tarrying for the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost. If one is truly converted there is a hun- 
gering for holiness. In many cases the conver- 
sion is so clear and definite, and the change so 
wonderful, and the victory so sweet, that the one 
who has given his heart to God for justification 
‘may think that he has all there is for him; and 
not infrequently do those who have just been con- 
verted arise to their feet when calls are made for 
those who enjoy the experience of holiness. This 
is not at all a bad sign; but if the soul is true to 
God, he will very soon find that there is yet a 
deeper experience for him; and as soon as he is 
apprised of this fact, his whole being will go out 
for the fullness of blessing, and he will immedi- 
ately begin to seek light upon this subject. In 
order that one may seek aright for the blessing 
of holiness, it is necessary that he should have, 
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both a painful consciousness that there is inbred 
corruption in his heart, and a real soul-longing 
for the presence of God in a fullness which he 
has not yet known. Then our advice to every 
regenerated soul is to unfold his heart to God, 
asking Him if there is anything within his heart 
that is in any sense displeasing to Him. 

It is entirely safe for him to pray as David 
did, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try 
me, and know my thoughts; and see if there be 
any wicked way in me;” and if one begins thus 
to ask God to reveal the need of his soul, he will 
very soon find within him that which God wishes 
to destroy in the baptism with the Holy Ghost. 
God is faithful and whenever a soul wants to 
know his privileges in the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
with a determination to walk in all the light that 
God gives, he has God’s promise, “If we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin;’’ that is, inbred 
carnality. One of the offices of the Holy Spirit 
is to reveal sin. If we give Him the opportunity, 
He will very soon show us the condition of our 
hearts. Not only will the conviction of the Spirit 
for the blessing of holiness produce a real desire 
within the soul to be free from the carnal nature, 
but it will also produce a wonderful heart-hun- 
ger for the presence of God within, and for a life 
in which he can constantly walk and talk with 
Jesus. The soul under conviction for the second 
experience will long and hunger for the deeper, 
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sweeter communion with God. Then do not only 
ask God whether there is anything within you 
that is displeasing to Him, but ask Him if there 
is any closer relation to Him that you may enjoy. 
Pray about it. Read the Scriptures, and see 
what they say aboutit. Read the writings of men 
who are known to be clear teachers on this sub- 
ject; not the writings of those who are unsound 
or bemuddled in their teaching; not the writings 
of one who advances the Keswick theory, which 
is that the carnal nature is only suppressed and 
kept under, and that the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost is not for purity, but alone for power in 
service; but read the writings of those who have 
the experience, and who preach purity of heart 
and life, as well as the power of God for service. 
The suppression theory is entirely unscriptural, 
and should not be countenanced by true teachers 
of God’s word; for the Bible plainly teaches pu- 
rity of heart; and speaks of perfection in holi- 
ness; and if we do not believe it to be true in this 
regard, how do we know that it is true in any- 
thing? Put yourself under the influence of, and 
in company with, the people that will be helpful 
to you. It would be a blessing to you to attend 
holiness revivals and holiness camp meetings, 
and, in any way you can, get light upon the sub- 
ject. But even if you are not privileged to asso- 
ciate with these people and attend these meetings, 
yet if you walk with God and seek to know Him, 
He will teach you upon this subject. Cherish 
conviction. Do not dictate to God that you must 
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have some certain kind of feeling in order to seek 
the experience, but begin to seek with what light 
you have; and, as you do this, you will find that 
God will increase the conviction and lead you 
definitely into the experience. Ask God to teach 
you that you may not only be sanctified, but in- 
telligently sanctified. 

Then, one thing you must do in order that you 
may receive the baptism with the Holy Ghost, 
is, to dedicate your whole being to God. You 
must come to a place where you are conscious 
that everything is His. It means that you are 
willing to be misunderstood, misrepresented and 
ignored; that you are willing to go anywhere, de 
anything, or be anything that will please Him. 
That you no longer seek your own ease and com- 
fort, but His glory. It means to give up your 
children to be missionaries, or to do any other 
service that God may put upon them; to be true 
to God, though it may cost you your dearest earth- 
ly tie; that you give up hope for position, honor 
or salary, and be willing to accept the most lowly 
place. It may cost you the smiles of your dearest 
friends. You will give up your ungodly court- 
ship. It means a willingness to go to the ends 
of the earth for Jesus, to preach the Gospel, or 
take any other service, no difference how hard it 
may seem from the human standpoint; or, on the 
other hand, regardless of how little or insignifi- 
cant it may seem to the human eye. In factett 
is dying out just as really as if you were in your 
casket; only in that case you would give up all 
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from necessity, and in this case you consecrate ail 
by choice. The Holy Ghost will not come to abide 
in your heart unless this is done. You will not 
be able in your own strength to do this, but as 
you hold on to God in earnest, importunate pray- 
er, He will give you grace to make the necessary 
consecration; and He will show you when it is 
complete. He has said, “If in anything ye be 
otherwise minded God shall reveal even this unto 
you.” This is not a loose, careless consecration, 
such as is carried on by many people, churches 
and Christian Endeavor Societies, which has to be 
renewed each day, or week :or month; but the 
abandonment of your whole self to God in one 
eternal consecration, never to be broken or taken 
back. If I should present my wife with a Bible 
for a birthday present, would I have a right to 
re-give it to her upon the occasion of her birth- » 
day a year later? No; it would no longer be 
mine to give, but hers to keep; and if I have given 
it to her once, I have no right to present it to 
her a second, third or fourth time, saying to her, 
“T re-give you this Bible.” So, when I give my 
all to God in solemn consecration, I have no right 
to take it from God again to reconsecrate it to 
Him a month, and two months, and three months 
later. It is no longer mine to re-give, or re-con- 
secrate, until I have broken my covenant with 
God and taken it out of His hands. The Holy 
Ghost is only received upon our making an eternal 
consecration of everything to God. It may be 
a blessing to us to frequently tell God in our 
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prayers that we are all His, but not to tell Him 
that we re-give ourselves to Him. 

When Abraham made a covenant with God, 
it was upon the occasion of his making an offer- 
ing to the Lord; and when the offering had been 
placed upon the altar, he stood by to keep away 
the fowls that came down upon it to devour it. 
A horror of great darkness came over him, and 
he beheld a smoking furnace and a burning lamp 
pass between the pieces that he had laid upon the 
altar. The smoking furnace indicated trial, sac- 
rifice, and suffering; and the burning lamp sig- 
nified to him that he must iet his light shine for 
God. So when you make your consecration, go 
so deep that you are willing to suffer anything 
for Jesus’ sake, even to be a martyr, or whatso- 
ever might come unto your life in His will; and 
also, that you will follow God in letting your 
light shine to His glory wherever you may be, 
whether among saints or sinners, at home or 
abroad. 

The life of holiness is not only a life of active 
service but also of willingness to suffer affliction 
and persecution for Jesus’ sake; and if you would 
receive the baptism with the Holy Ghost, both 
of these thoughts must be considered; and not 
only must you dedicate your life to God to serve 
and suffer, but to trust Him for His care. You 
commit to Him your sorrows as well as your 
joys; your trials and temptations as well as your 
shouts of victory. He says, “Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee.” “Cast- 
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ing your care upon him, for he careth for you.” 
“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in 
him, and he shall bring it to pass.” “If ye be 
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; 
for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon 
you; on their part he is evil spoken of, but on 
your part he is glorified.” “For I reckon that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be 
revealed in us.” “For our light affliction which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” “And 
we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.” Very many people are 
willing to be baptized with the Holy Ghost for 
service, who are not willing to suffer and sacri- 
fice for Jesus’ sake; but if you would get a genu- 
ine experience of holiness of heart, your conse- 
cration must cover both these points. You will 
see not only the burning lamp, but you will also 
get a vision of the smoking furnace. 

I would not discourage you from seeking the 
Holy Ghost by making it appear that the way is 
hard, but I want you to count the cost, and get 
an experience that is genuine. The life of holi- 
ness is not one of smooth sailing, in which you 
can fold your arms and glide along through this 
world without opposition, and with nothing to 
do, but, thank God, it is a life that, with all its 
trials and service, is one of constant victory; not 
in our own strength, but by the power of God in 
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Jesus Christ, through the operation of the Holy 
Spirit. It is a life in which, though opposition 
comes, and the powers of the enemy will be ex- 
erted against you as you have never known be- 
fore, yet the presence of God will be marvelously 
with you, to bear your burdens and carry your 
sorrows, and give you liberty in service; and you 
will be so absorbed with the glory and sweetness 
of His presence in your soul, that you will almost 
forget the sorrows that may come upon you. It 
is not a life in which you are delivered from 
trials; but one in which you have glorious vic- 
tory in the time of trial. If you are anxious 
about your business affairs, or worried over some 
approaching danger, or sickness, or concerned 
about what may become of you or yours in the 
future, it must be because your consecration is 
not complete. 

Not only must you dedicate all to God, but 
you must pray and pray continually for the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit into your life. Talk to 
God. Pray much; pray earnestly; plead the 
promises of God; let nothing discourage you. 
God is not dull of hearing, but it will no doubt 
be a blessing to you to get your mouth open in 
earnest vocal prayer. “The kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take 
it by force.” Let heaven, earth and hell see that 
you want Him. Let it be not only prayer from 
the lips out, but let it be the real cry of your soul. 
The disciples continued with one accord in prayer 
and supplication. Do not talk to your faith, or 
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your feelings; do not talk into the air, nor pray 
to a bench; but raise your face to God and talk 
to Him as a person. Our God is a personal God; 
a real living, divine intelligence. Talk to God in 
a business-like way; make a definite, positive con- 
tract with Him. Tell Him what you will do, and 
what you wish Him to do; and as you pray put 
your whole soul into it, and mean it with all your 
heart. Pray aloud. Pray in secret. Lift your 
heart to God when you are so situated that you 
cannot pray vocally. The disciples received the 
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost, after shut- 
ting themselves up alone with God for ten days, 
where they continued with one accord in prayer 
and supplication. 

As you consecrate and pray, you must also be- 
lieve. Believe that God does answer your pray- 
ers, and that He Himself is leading you into the 
experience for which you seek. Believe fully in 
the doctrine of holiness. Do not seek, in the 
sense of trying an experiment, but believe that 
God has the experience for you; for we are told, 
“He that cometh to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.” 

Do not let a doubt enter your mind in regard 
to your privilege of receiving the Holy Ghost; 
and no difference what the feelings or outward 
demonstrations, oppositions of friends or enemies, 
you hold still and believe God. Believe Him with- 
out an evidence. After you have done all that 
you know how to do, and know not what step to 
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take next, then, having done all, stand. Get 
quiet and let God speak to you. Meditate. Think 
on His promises. Rest on His word. Tell Him 
you believe Him. Many a soul is misled, and per- 
suaded to make a profession when they are not 
in condition to receive the blessing; and after a 
while they awake to the fact that they have noth- 
ing but profession. They have been told to be- 
lieve, when they were not on believing ground. 
Their consecration, possibly, was not complete, 
or they may not have prayed through. Yes, you 
must believe God. Believe that the Holy Ghost 
does come in and sanctify you wholly. Do not 
put it in the future, nor make it dependent upon 
your feelings, but believe that He does it now. 
Do not try to feel your way through. Do not ex- 
amine your heart to see if the light is coming, 
or the witness following close behind your faith. 
Do not try to feel your faith. Do not ask God 
to give you any special security to bind Him to 
keep His promise. The Holy Ghost is true. He 
will not disappoint you. Relax—trust God. There 
is no evidence so reliable as God’s word. Many 
a soul has been mistaught at this point, and told 
to believe, without having been given anything to 
believe. This produces a strain of faith, which, 
in reality, is not faith at all. God does not want 
us to hold on by faith as though everything de- 
pended upon our faith from the human stand- 
point, but He wants us to rest on His promises 
and take Him at His word. Don’t strain, rest. 
Look at God’s promises: “The altar sanctifies the 
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gift.” ‘Whatsoever touches the altar is holy.” 
Then, if your all is on the altar, you have a right 
to rest on God as true, and believe that He does 
the work. He said, if we “open the door the will 
come in.” “If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children; how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask ‘him’? Peter said, “The 
promise is unto you and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call;’ and Paul, when he prayed 
for the sanctification of the Thessalonians, said, 
“Faithful is he that calleth you who also will do 
it.” The prophet Habakkuk said, ‘‘Though it tarry, 
wait for it: because it will surely come, it will 
not tarry;” and the writer of the epistle to the 
Hebrews exhorted, saying, “Cast not away there- 
fore your confidence, which hath great recom- 
pense of reward. For ye have need of patience, 
that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might 
receive the promise. For yet a little while, and 
he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.” 
Paul told the church at Rome, that by faith they 
had access into this grace wherein we stand. Do 
not get your eye upon your faith, but fix it upon 
God. Do not depend upon what you can do; de- 
pend upon Him. Trust God, as it were, with 
your trust, and rest upon these, and other prom- 
ises. Read them over. Make them your own. 
Take God at His word. Do not get up from the 
altar with an empty profession of faith, but con- 
tinue to seek until your faith reaches God. This 
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is not a “make believe,” nor a “mere profession ;” 
it must be a real living faith. Not that men may 
tell you that they believe you have it; nor that 
you can bolster up and make yourself believe that 
you have it, with a faith that has to be constantly 
watched to see that it is acting; but look up into 
the face of Jesus Christ with a real heart faith, 
that you can tell three worlds you believe the 
work is done. Many a soul is led into darkness 
and struggling by teachers who magnify the ex- 
perience, and insist that when the seeker is sanct- 
ified he will know it; and thereby get their eyes 
upon the hoped-for experience, and cause them 
to wait and struggle, trying to feel, or know, or 
have a witness, when, in reality, that is God‘s part 
of the work; while your part is to believe. It is 
true that there is a beautiful sense in which you 
will know when the work is done; and yet, in 
reality, strictly speaking, you will be sanctified 
before you know it. Knowledge is not the con- 
dition of receiving the experience, but faith. Faith 
must precede knowledge, and when you really do 
believe, the work is done. Do not try to feel, nor 
work up an emotion within your soul, trust God. 
You will have the knowledge of the work done, 
and the joy of God will come into your soul; but 
it must be preceded by a living faith. Some 
teachers have said, faith springs up naturally 
when the consecration is complete. This is mis- 
leading; for if this were true, God would never 
have said so much in His word about faith, and 
trust, and believing. A soul may be fully conse- 
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crated, and even then may have to stand and face 
the enemy, and deciare that upon the authority 
of God’s word the work is done. 

in some souls the real battle is on consecra- 
tion, whiie in others it is on faith. There is as 
much said in the Bibie about faith as there is 
about consecration. It is true that a soul that is 
not fully consecrated cannot believe; but it is also 
true that a soul may be fully consecrated, and yet 
the enemy desperately contest his faith. Many a 
soul gets up and professes an experience, when 
he ought to continue to seek; while many another 
soul stays at the altar and seeks and struggles, 
when he ought to arise and proclaim his faith 
in God. God alone can teach you right here. It 
is your privilege to know in your own soul that 
you are sanctified wholly, and you have a right to 
expect the witness of the Spirit to the accom- 
plished work. But, brother, these are not the 
conditions upon which the work is done; these 
are the results. You do your part, and God will 
do His. Believe God. Tell God you believe. Tell 
Satan you believe. Tell the church you believe. 
When Abraham made his offering and stood by 
it to keep off the fowls, there came a horror of 
great darkness, and a deep sleep. So the most 
severe testing of your life, up to this time, may 
come just at the moment when you are about to en- 
ter this glorious experience. Do not believe God 
simply because you feel like you were believing, 
but believe God without feeling. Do not consult 
your feelings, but stand on the word of God; and 
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in consecration, prayer and faith, tarry at the 
feet of Jesus and receive the experience of holi- 
ness of heart through the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost. 


CHAPTER VI. 


TARRY—HOW LONG? 


The all important question for discussion in 
this chapter is, as to the length of time one should 
tarry for the reception of the Holy Ghost. Jesus 
settles that question in the 49th verse of the 24th 
chapter of Luke when He said, “Tarry until ye 
be endued with power from on high;” and Luke, 
in speaking of it in the first chapter of acts, said, 
“Wait for the promise of the Father,” the bap- 
tism with the Holy Ghost, which was to be re- 
ceived not many days hence. 

There are two special classes of people that 
we wish to speak of in this message; those who, 
too soon, give up seeking the Holy Ghost, and go 
off with a hollow profession of sanctification with 
no real experience; and those who tarry, and wait, 
and struggle at an altar of prayer, when they 
ought to be rejoicing in the fulness of His pres- 
ence. Many souls are mininstructed on both of 
these lines. How often these honest-hearted 
children of God, after spending a few moments 
on their knees, are told to just get up and pro- 
fess it, and shout the victory; and, although they 
do profess it with all their might, and are honest 
at heart, yet they go on for months, or years 
with a hungry, disappointed soul, To these we 
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would say that God’s word is, to tarry until He 
be received. When the apostles received Him, 
they had been spending ten days in earnest seek- 
ing, and you and I need not be surprised or dis- 
appointed, if He does not come into our hearts 
in the first five minutes that we pray. It does 
not take God a year, nor a month, nor a week, nor 
even a day, to baptize a soul with the Holy Ghost; 
but it does, sometimes, take us more than five min- 
utes to get to the place where God can bless us. 
God’s part requires but a moment, but our part 
is that which may require longer time. The Holy 
Ghost will not come into a heart that has not en- 
tirely given up the world with all of its interests, 
and died out to self and sin, and absolutely aban- 
doned all to God. Sometimes the soul comes seek- 
ing the Holy Ghost, and, in doing so, he throws 
everything down at the feet of Jesus, as he thinks, 
in a kind of wholesale way, but without careful 
thought as to what he really is doing; and, ere 
long, when he has arisen from ‘his knees and pro- 
fessed the work done, he finds that the consecra- 
tion is not at all complete; that there is much in 
his life that is not yet given to God; that he has 
not died out. We may have a profession of faith, 
but there is no real faith where the consecration 
is not perfect. Then, when seeking the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost, we should carefully go over 
everything; time, talent, reputation, wealth, yes, 
everything; and turn it over to God, both the 
known and the unknown, This must be done. It 
may take time. You may not know how much 
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there is in your heart to be given up, but the 
Holy Spirit will show you; and as He brings one 
thing after another to your mind, you keep saying 
yes. No difference how much time it may re- 
quire, you go to the bottom, and turn the last 
thing over to Him. It may cause you much prayer, 
but it must be done. The Holy Ghost will not 
come in until it is done. Not only must you ded- 
icate all to God, but you must pray, and pray 
earnestly and believingly for His coming. Ask 
Him to cleanse your heart and fill you with Him- 
self. He wants to come into your heart, but you 
are not in condition to receive Him until you are 
sufficiently anxious for His presence to earnestly 
ask, and even beseech Him to come. While you 
are thus seeking, clouds of darkness may come 
over you, and you may feel that God has forsaken 
you, and will never come; but this is nothing to 
discourage you. God is only teaching you impor- 
tant lessons, and Satan is trying to defeat you. 
When Jesus walked to Emmaus with His dis- 
ciples, He wanted to go into their home and break 
bread with them, yet He made as if He would have 
gone further; but they contsrained Him, and He 
went in with them; and as He sat with them and 
broke bread, their eyes were opened and they 
knew Him. Jesus did not make as though He 
would have gone further to deceive His disciples, 
but He gave them opportunity to offer Him a 
deep, heart-felt invitation to come into their home. 
So, brother, when you are seeking the Holy Ghost, 
there may come feelings of deadness and coldness 
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and even loneliness, creeping over you, when you 
may almost feel that He has gone on and left you; 
but do not be discouraged. It is nothing uncom- 
mon for a soul just at this point to become almost 
disheartened, and wonder if they have any relig- 
ion whatever; and often the enemy steps in and 
causes them to think that they have only been 
deceived, and have, possibly, never been cenverted, 
but merely excited. Many souls give way and 
go down in despair; but, if you will constrain 
Him, He will come in, and as He sits and sups with 
you, thank God, your eyes will be opened, ana 
you will know Him. 

Remember Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock; if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me.” 

If you have followed God very promptly from 
justification into the experience of holiness, it is 
altogether probable that faith will be active, and 
the witness of the Spirit instantaneous. But, 
possibly, you have leaned upon your own strug- 
glings, your prayers, your consecration, your 
faith, or feelings; or, even the hoped-for expe- 
rience and consequent demonstrations. This may 
have brought you into a condition that you hard- 
’ ly understand your own heart. You may not 
quite know the real condition of your own conse- 
eration, or faith. You may try to pray, and can- 
not. You may try to believe, when your faculty 
for believing may seem to be paralyzed. Your 
faith may be a strain, and not a rest. It will be- 
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come necessary for you to settle down on Jesus 
Christ, and take Him at His word. Though God 
in His mercy, for your good, and to teach you a 
lesson, may withhold, as it were, for a while, the 
clear witness of the Spirit to the accomplished 
work, yet you must rest on God’s word. Remem- 
ber God’s word is truer than your feelings can 
be. Do not go off with an empty profession, 
based upon a listless faith and human strugglings, 
but believe God. Tarry at the foot of the cross 
until the work is accomplished. Let God teach 
you. Let God |jspeak to your soul and tell you 
when it is done. Many a soul has tried to shout 
victory, when it was only a worked up shout; and 
the profession sounded, as it were, like the rat- 
tling of a tin pan. There is no music init. You 
may have to watch your shouting to keep it go- 
ing, but it will never bring the Holy Ghost. Do 
not shout victory in order to get victory, but 
shout victory because you have victory—not nec- 
essarily any wonderful emotion, but a real con- 
sciousness in your own soul that God’s promise 
is true to you, and that the work is done. ‘Faith 
is the victory.” You areas really sanctified when 
you fully believe, as if you were shouting happy. 
We cannot measure the length of time that you 
should tarry by minutes, days or years, but only 
say, “Tarry until ye be endued with power from 
on high.” It is a work of faith, but the Holy 
Ghost will witness to the accomplished work. The 
joy of the Holy Ghost will fill your soul, and the 
peace of God will rule in your heart. 
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There is another danger. Teachers sometimes 
mislead seekers, and delay the work in their 
hearts, by expecting the manifestation to be just 
like it was in their own case. Persons may be 
kneeling at an altar when the Holy Ghost comes 
into the heart. One man may jump, and shout 
glory, and wave this handkerchief; and another 
may melt to tears, as though the fountain of the 
great deep of his soul were broken up; a third 
may burst forth into laughter; while still another 
may settle down in quietness with hardly a move, 
his eyes fixed on worlds out of sight, but with the 
glory of God flooding his soul. The one who 
made a wonderful demonstration may think that 
the quiet man did not get the real thing, because 
he did not shout. The man who was blessed 
quietly may think the noisy man is only emo- 
tional, and excited. Let us remember that the 
Holy Ghost has a right to reveal Jesus in any 
way He may wish, and it is not a question as to 
what the outward demonstration is, but has the 
Holy Ghost come in? If He has, He will in some 
way, satisfactory to Him and yourself, let His 
presence be known; but if He has not come in, my 
dear brother, or sister, continue to seek Him un- 
til you receive Him. Don’t be deceived. If you 
do not know that you are sanctified, tarry till you 
do. The manifestations are not the Holy Ghost, 
but are only the results of the incoming of the 
Holy Ghost; but He will reveal Jesus to your 
soul, clearly and preciously. Be pliable; do not 
try to be blessed quietly and reservedly; do not 
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try to make any certain kind of demonstration; 
but seek Him, and seek Him until He comes; and 
let Him reveal Himself as He will. Tarry until 
the heart is emptied of all carnality, and filled 
with God. The battle need not be long; but, even 
if you should be slow to learn, hold on to God, 
and tarry at His feet till your faith becomes 
knowledge, and you know, to the delight and sat- 
isfaction of your soul, that the Holy Ghost has 
come in. 


CHAPTER VII. 
TARRY—WHEN ? 


A great many persons treat the doctrine of 
the baptism with the Holy Ghost as though it 
were unimportant, and as if there is no need to 
be in a hurry to enter the experience. Though 
they believe in holiness, and know the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost is promised of God, and that 
they are under obligations to receive it, yet they, 
like many sinners in regard to forgiveness of sins, 
put off the reception of this experience as long as 
they can. This is a very great mistake; and if 
these persons could understand the teaching of 
God’s word in regard to it, it seems to me that 
they, instead of postponing the matter as long as 
possible, would be in a hurry to receive Him in 
all His fulness. 

When one is justified he becomes a child of 
God, is forgiven for all his past sins, and deliv- 
ered from the power of sin; but that inherited 
sinful nature that was in the heart from birth 
still remains, as regeneration does not remove it; 
and just as surely as it led the child into sin when 
he came to the age of accountability, so it will 
lead the child of God into sin if allowed to remain 
in the heart. It is a blessed privilege to have all 
sins forgiven and become a just man; but one can 
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not long live a just life with that sinful nature re- 
maining in his heart. It is true that when God 
forgives one’s sins, and accepts him as His child, 
He also gives him such an experience of salvation 
from committed sin, that, by the grace of God, 
he is enabled to live without sin; but the provis- 
ion of grace to keep him without sin, is only until 
God can lead him into the far more blessed ex- 
perience of holiness of heart. The claim of so 
many Christians that they have lived a just life 
for so many years, is, in a great many cases, a 
grave mistake; for thousands of them have back- 
slidden because they failed to get sanctified, and 
have gone back into a coldness and formality in 
which they are void of real spiritual life. 

Many of them have gone back into their old 
sins and vices, while others may possibly have 
maintained a degree of formality that would seem 
to others that they were still Christian men; and 
they, having continued their profession, have 
caused themselves to believe that they are still 
children of God; but the probabilities are that 
the spiritual life and light have gone out, and 
they are no longer saved men at all. The only 
sure way for a man to keep justified is to get 
sanctified. Man is a failure; always has been 
and always will be, as far as his human ability 
goes; but God is success; and the only safety for 
man is to get rid of his old self-life, and be abso- 
lutely filled with God. Some may be more teach- 
able than others, and may be more quickly led 
into the experience of holiness; but the thought 
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of God for every child of His is, that they should 
be led, as promptly as they are able to grasp the 
teaching, into the experience that Paul spoke of as 
standing grace. 

Those Christians at Ephesus had only been 
converted a short time when Paul came into their 
midst, and about the first question he asked was, 
‘Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye be- 
lieved?” The most successful teachers of holi- 
ness today are those who are able to lead converts 
most promptly into the experience of holiness. 
It is dangerous to have carnality in the heart. It 
cannot be trusted, ““Because the carnal mind is 
enmity against God; for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be.” Your only 
safety is in its destruction. It is an awful enemy 
in the soul. You had better have it destroyed 
promptly. 

Not only should the convert be led promptly 
into the experience of holiness, that he may be 
kept from sin, but for the sake of the work which 
he might be doing for God and for souls; for 
with all that men can do, and with their acquired 
ability, they can never successfully reach souls to 
bring them to Christ until they have themselves 
been sanctified wholly, and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Thousands of souls are hungering for 
salvation, or for teaching on holiness, and have 
no one to teach them. If the child of God, whose 
sins have just been forgiven will enter promptly 
into this second definite experience, he may be 
one of those to whom. God would entrust much 
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work in the salvation of others. There is such 
great need of Spirit-tilled men and women that 
we feel like urging every child of God to enter 
promptly into this experience. ‘Time is rapidly 
passing. Wickedness 1s increasing. The Script- 
ures say, “Evil men and seducers shall wax worse 
and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.” Men 
and women are going into greater depths of sin 
than before. Worldly formality is sapping the 
spiritual life of the church. Spiritualism, Chris- 
tian Science, New Theology, Theosophy, Unitari- 
anism, Universalism, and many other doctrines 
that are opposed to the gospel of Jesus Christ, are 
rapidly increasing. Therefore, as souls are going 
down to the eternal pit in such great numbers, 
it is very important that there should be Holy 
Ghost men and women whom God can use to res- 
cue them. 

Satan is very busy, knowing his time is short; 
and it is just as true, that the time in which we 
may labor to bring souls to Jesus Christ is rapidly 
passing away. There is need of hurry on the 
part of God’s children to be as well fitted as yos- 
sible to reach these souls. You do not know how 
many souls may be saved in a very few weeks or 
months if God can only have His way in your life. 
Oh, the glorious privilege of being a co-worker 
with Jesus Christ in the great work of the sal- 
vation of lost men! And because of the privilege, 
and the importance of the work, and the brevity 
of the time, we should receive the Holy Ghost 
promptly. 
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Not only for the sake of others should you be 
in a hurry to receive the Holy Ghost, but it would 
save many heartaches, and disappointments, and 
even defeats; for the life of holiness is the only 
life of real victory. Many of those times of dark- 
ness and struggling in your life are due to the 
fact that you have been too siow to follow God 
into the experience of holiness. 

When the children of Israel came out of Egypi 
and crossed the Red Sea, which is a type of con- 
version, it is said they could have reached the 
land of promise, which typified holiness, in fifty 
days, or less: but instead of doing so, they spent 
two years in getting from the Red Sea to Kadesh- 
barnea, and during those two years there were 
times of murmuring’ and complaining against 
God. Times of darkness and confusion; times of 
hunger and thirst, and of longing for the leeks, 
garlic and onions of Egypt. And when they did 
come to the border line, had they stepped over and 
gone into the land, we believe their possession 
would have been easy and their victory blessed. 
God had promised to send hornets to drive out 
the inhabitants of the land; but instead of believ- 
ing God and entering in, the spies, sent over to 
investigate, were untrue to their appointment, 
and sought to find out, as it would seem, whether 
God had told them the truth. This act of the 
spies was the result of doubt. Ten of the spies 
brought back an evil report; and the children of 
Israel chose to believe the report of the ten, rather 
than what God had said, and had been testified 
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to by those two men, Caleb and Joshua, who had 
stilled the people and said, “Let us go up at once, 
and possess it; for we are well able to overcome 
ai 

When they refused to obey God and did not 
enter in, they could not stay on the border line 
of the land, but must go back: and from that time 
on they were in a wonderful sense backslidden 
from God; and for thirty-eight years they went 
up and down through the wilderness, until every 
one of that large company who had reached ma- 
turity when they first came to Kadesh-barnea, had 
all passed away, and their bones bleached on the 
sands of the desert, except the two faithful spies. 
And then when they did enter into the land, it 
was no longer by stepping over the line at Ka- 
desh-barnea, but the Jordan River must be 
crossed; and the stretch of faith that brought 
them into the land was much greater than it would 
have required thirty-eight years before. All the 
way through the wilderness life it was a time of 
greater or less defeat in the history of the child- 
ren of Israel, all caused by their refusal to follow 
God closely into the land of corn and wine, and 
milk and honey. And not only did they have the 
strugglings and testings of faith by this delay, 
but the longer they postponed entering into the 
land of promise the harder it got. It would have 
been a very easy thing for them to have entered 
in, in fifty days after they left Egypt; and it 
would have been comparatively easy even at the 


86 TARRY—WHEN? 


end of two years, when they came to Kadesh-bar- 
nea, if they had entered in promptly. 

So, brother, if you will let God lead you 
promptly it will require but a short time for Him 
to bring you into the experience of fullness. We 
have heard persons testify that they had had their 
ups and downs, when we were led to believe that 
they had many more downs than ups; for, in fact, 
the greater part of that kind of a life is down; 
and yet the downs of the life of a child of God (if 
such we might call him) are all due to disobedi- 
ence to the commands of God. The life of the 
true child of God is one that is constantly up- 
ward; always growing in grace. Then, if you 
would live a life of constant victory, you must fol- 
low God with all your heart. Do not stop to 
murmur, nor consult expediences, nor look at im- 
possibilities; but take God at His word and press 
on; for by following God promptly, you not only 
avoid so many unsatisfactory experiences in your 
life, but you will find it very much easier to enter 
into the experience of fullness of blessing. The 
battle with sin and self while you are tarrying 
for the baptism with the Holy Ghost will be much 
more easily fought, the victory much more read- 
ily gained, and the experience much more definite 
and clear when it is received. The life of won- 
derful blessing is in the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost. 

Then we would not set a time in the future, 
and say that we will wait until a coming revival 
or camp meeting to seek the Holy Ghost, but if 
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you are now a child of God living without sin, be- 
gin now to seek Him. Let no time be lost, but 
seek God promptly and enter quickly into this 
experience of which we are speaking. Our ear- 
nest, heartfelt desire for every child of God is, 
that they should begin now to tarry for the bap- 
tism with the Holy Ghost. 


CHAPTER VIII. 
TARRY—W HERE ? 


We sometimes think it does not matter where 
persons seek the Holy Ghost; and yet a few sug- 
gestions upon this point might be of profit to us. 

We notice that the disciples were commanded 
to tarry in a certain place; and there must be 
some significance in that command. There are 
two points that we wish to notice in this regard. 
First, they were commanded to tarry in Jerusa- 
lem; and then we read that they went into an up- 
per room, and there continued in prayer and sup- 
plication. We do not believe that God is in any 
sense restricted to place, or limited in power; but 
there are places that may be more favorable to us 
than others. Then, what lesson do we learn from 
their being commanded to tarry in Jerusalem? 
In the first verse of the first chapter of Acts, Luke 
said, he had written a former treatise of all that 
Jesus began, both to do and to teach; and we 
are not told in any place in the Bible that Jesus 
ever completed that doing and teaching. We do 
not mean to say that Jesus’ life work was not 
finished, or that the purpose for which He came 
into the world had not been accomplished. His 
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was a perfect life; but it is true, that Jesus did 
begin a work that He Himself did not intend to 
finish, but left for others to do. When Jesus 
hung on the cross He cried, “It is finished;” re- 
fering not to that which He had begun to do and 
teach, but to the great plan of salvation. Though 
the infinite plan of salvation was finished, yet the 
great work of carrying the Gospel to the nations 
of a lost humanity, and teaching them its won- 
derful truths, had only begun. Jesus did not 
choose to do that Himself in His human exist- 
ence; but that work must be left to others. God 
did not commission angels to preach the glorious 
Gospel of salvation through Jesus to a lost world; 
gladly would they have done it. Neither was it 
given, exclusively, into the hands of the Holy 
Ghost; but God, in His mercy and love, has placed 
in the hands of the church the great commission 
of continuing the doing and teaching which Jesus 
Himself began. Think for a moment of the won- 
derful privilege that you and I have of being en- 
trusted of God with the message of the salvation 
upon which hangs the eternal destiny of souls. A 
wonderful responsibility, and yet a glorious priv- 
ilege. Then the question would arise, can man do 
the great work which Jesus began? And our 
answer must be, No; and yet, we cannot think 
that God would commission us to do that which 
we cannot do, unless, with the commission, He 
would make promise of provision whereby we 
might be enabled to do this work. This He has 
done. Humanity, no difference how intellectual, 
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and upright in character, cannot do it. Learned 
lectures and essays do not reach souls; but God 
has made provision that we, by being saved from 
sin and filled with the Holy Ghost, might be qual- 
ified for this work. I have no premium to place 
upon ignorance, for willful ignorance is sin. I 
believe in education. Let us have all we can of 
it under the direction of the Spirit. But no 
amount of intellectual training can take the place 
of the Holy Ghost as the qualification for winning 
souls. The work of the Holy Ghost, as the ex- 
ecutive of the Godhead in the world, has not only 
to do with our personal salvation and sanctifica- 
tion, but He also empowers us for the very work 
which Jesus Himself began, and then committed 
into our hands to carry on. The man who would 
help continue this work must be more than an 
ordinary man; not necessarily more than ordinary 
in intellect or in physical strength; for we have 
known of those who were very deficient in one 
or both of these respects, who were wonderfully 
used of God. He must be more than an ordinary 
man, in that, through the indwelling presence of 
the Holy Ghost he is not only a pure man in heart 
and life, but has power with God and power with 
men. God wants men who not only say prayers, 
but who pray; men who know how to take hold 
of God and get an answer, both in the salvation 
of souls, sanctification of believers and in the car- 
rying on of His work in general; men who know 
how to intercede at the throne of grace. There 
are many people who know how to say prayers, 
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but there are comparatively few who really know 
how to plead with God. I at one time sat on a 
platform with other ministers, when one of them 
was informed that he would be called upon to offer 
prayer. He turned to me and said, “Brother 
Cope, what will I do? I have prayers for almost 
every kind of a meeting, but I do not know any 
that would be suitable for this evening.” Poor 
fellow! We do not so much need men who can 
use nice language in prayer, and offer prayers 
that to the ear are beautiful; nor even men who 
can shed tears during prayer; but we need men 
whose prayers are indited by the Holy Spirit; and 
if you and I would pray prayers that would be 
answered, it must be by honoring the Holy Ghost, 
and receiving Him into our hearts who indites the 
prayers that bring answers; and who, even when 
we cannot pray, makes intercession with groan- 
ings that cannot be uttered. We need men who 
know how to pray in the Holy Ghost. We need 
men, not so much those who are able to produce 
and deliver eloquent and intellectual sermons, 
preach smooth things, read rose-water essays, de- 
liver lectures or lavender-scented sermonettes, but 
we do need men who can preach the Gospel with 
the power of the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven. Men may make a display of eloquence 
and learning; they may tell touching stories; but 
all this cannot make up for lack of the power of 
the Holy Ghost. For after all you and I can do, has 
been done, we can only reach people’s intellect, 
and work upon their feelings; while nothing but 
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the Gospel of Jesus Christ, preached in the power 
of the Holy Ghost, will ever convict men of sin, 
lead them to Jesus, and get them saved to the ut- 
termost. Then, if we would have a part in the 
great work of the salvation of men, it must be 
by the power of the Holy Ghost in our hearts 
and lives. God’s plan is, that the man who goes 
out to represent Jesus, should himself be made so 
Christ-like, that those with whom he comes in 
contact may know that he has in his own heart 
and life that which he is representing to them. 
You would not expect a baldheaded man to sell 
hair restorer, nor a poor, sickly man, who is al- 
most in his grave with lung trouble to sell a pos- 
itive cure for consumption. Those to whom he 
would go would simply say, “Physician, heal thy- 
self ;” and his remedies would be ridiculed. So, 
you and I must not go out to preach the Gospel, 
the injunctions of which we ourselves do not 
obey. If we would lead others to Jesus, we must 
ourselves belong to Jesus. If we would get others 
saved we must ourselves be saved from sin. If 
we would invite others to be sanctified, we must 
ourselves be sanctified, and live a life in harmony 
with our profession. One of the greatest hin- 
drances to the church of Jesus Christ today is the 
great number of professors who do not live be- 
fore men the life that gives evidence that what 
they preach is true. The Lord deliver us from 
hypocrites. The Holy Ghost never empowers a 
man for service, but that with the empowering He 
also cleanses his heart from all sin. 
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The disciples were not in condition to take up 
the great work which Jesus began until they 
themselves, through the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost, were made Christ-like. 

Jerusalem was the home of the disciples; or 
rather the headquarters of the church; and as 
they were not at all in condition to go on with 
that great work which Jesus began, until they had 
received the Holy Ghost, they were, therefore, 
commanded to tarry in Jerusalem until He had 
been received. Then the word of God to us is, 
that we should not start out into the work of 
God until we have received the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost. Thousands of people make a failure 
of their Gospel work because they have not done 
this, and are depending upon human ability, in- 
stead of relying upon the power of God. 

Then the question comes, why should the dis- 
ciples have tarried in the upper room? Why did 
they not go to the Jewish Temple or to some pub- 
lic place? Or, why did they not seek Him and 
yet continue their regular daily work? There 
was nothing in particular in that special room. 
God could have blessed them any place; but had 
they gone to the Temple they would have been 
surrounded by unbelieving and unfriendly spec- 
tators, that would have been a hindrance instead 
of a help; and had they continued their usual du- 
ties of life, their minds would have been occu- 
pied with that which they were doing. The re- 
ceiving of the Holy Ghost was of such vast im- 
portance that it demanded their undivided atten- 
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tion. ‘“‘ihey were all with one accord in one 
place.” 

Some men think they must receive the Holy 
Ghost in a public congregation; while others, be- 
cause of fear or prejudice, are not willing to pre- 
sent themselves at an altar of prayer in the house 
of God. Some men cannot receive the Holy Ghost 
unless they do seek Him at a public altar of pray- 
er; for all the prejudice and pride must be given 
up, and we become so anxious for Him, that we 
are glad for any opportunity or place where we 
may seek Him. Others may seek, and pray, and 
struggle at an altar of prayer, and receive noth- 
ing because of conditions that may surround 
them; and what they may need, is to get in quiet 
alone with Him, and there unfold their hearts for 
His inspection. 

I love the altar of prayer in the house of God. 
I believe the church ought to honor it; for there 
is where thousands of souls have sought and 
found God; and yet God is not dependent upon 
the altar; but in any place where the soul, in ab- 
solute abandonment to God, seeks Him with all 
his heart, there he may receive the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost. Then, our exhortation to those 
who are seeking the Holy Ghost is, tarry at the 
feet of Jesus before entering upon an active life 
of service for Him, until ye have received the 
Holy Ghost; and get so in earnest in your seeking 
that you care not whether it be in the public con- 
gregation or in your secret closet. Seek Him in 
the public congregation. Seek Him in the quiet 
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of your home. Lift your heart to Him as you go 
about your daily duties. Seek Him wherever 
you are; but whether in public, or in private, shut 
out the world, pour out your soul te God, and deal 
with Him alone. 


CHAPTER Ix. 
TARRY—REFUSED. 


In this chapter we wish to speak of those peo- 
ple who refuse to tarry for the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost, and the result of their refusing. 
There are a great many, who, though they are 
not Christians at all, say they do not believe in ho- 
liness, and that it is impossible for one to live that 
kind of a life. They ridicule the doctrine, and give 
you to understand that they do not expect to enter 
into it. Itcan hardly be said, in reality, that they 
refuse to ttarry for the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost; for they are not in a condition to tarry; 
and it is not supposed that they thoroughly un- 
derstand it; neither can they take that step until 
previous steps have been taken. Man is never 
in condition for the baptism with the Holy Ghost 
until he has had the first definite experience in 
grace, even the forgiveness of sins; and one who 
has not taken that step has no right to oppose the 
the doctrine of holiness; nor should his arguments 
in opposition to it have any weight with those who 
are seeking light upon the subject. A man is not 
supposed to understand Greek and Latin until he 
has first learned English. A man who has not been 
justified by faith is not in condition to understand 
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nor pass an opinion on the teaching of God’s word 
in regard to sanctification. There are many peo- 
ple who are members of church, have submitted 
to church ordinances, have reformed, and, many 
of them, doing, as they say, the best they can; and 
yet ridicule the doctrine of holiness. This is fool- 
ishness; and although we do not belive that a man 
who is bitterly opposed to the teaching of God’s 
word upon this subject can possibly have a clear. 
definite experience in justification, yet we cannot 
say that he is refusing to accept that blessing as 
long as he has not entered into the experience of 
justification. Many of these ‘have a form of re- 
ligion; they are looked upon as Christians by 
many ; they are earnest advocates of church work, 
and take great interest in Sabbath school and 
young people’s societies; but no difference what 
one may appear to be before the world, or what 
his standing may be in the church, he is not in 
condition to refuse holiness, because he is refus- 
ing that which must precede holiness, even the 
forgiveness of sins. 

Then there are those who have had a definite 
experience in the forgiveness of sins, but are very 
slow to follow God into the experience of holiness. 
They believe in it, and they intend to go on and 
get it; but their minds are occupied with the 
world, or with business matters, or education, or 
something else may have claimed their attention, 
and they have such a battle on hands to keep down 
the carnality within, that they fail to see their 
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privilege of hastening on to victory; but linger 
along the way, and not infrequently spend much 
time in being led up to the place of entering this 
experience. 

The children of Israel spent two years travel- 
ing from the Red Sea to Kadesh-barnea, which 
distance should have been covered in fifty days, or 
less. But because they were so slow, their life, 
which typified justification, was one of variations, 
and hungerings and thirstings, and even longings, 
for the leeks and garlic and onions of Egypt. 
Theirs was an exceedingly unsatisfactory life. 
So, many of God’s own dear children are very slow 
to learn; and though they claim to be justified, 
they are not what they ought to ibe. Yet it can 
hardly be said that they have refused to tarry for 
the baptism with the Holy Ghost. They have not 
really refused to do so, for though they are very 
slow, yet they intend to enter in. Some people 
are slow to learn lessons that God would teach; 
others are slow to obey when they know what is 
their duty; but let it be as it may, promptness 
brings the greatest blessing; and God’s word 
teaches that we should obey immediately. There 
are many who really think they love God; but 
their life is exceedingly unsatisfactory to them 
and to God, because they are so slow to obey in 
passing on from the forgiveness of sins into the 
experience of holiness of heart. 

But there are other people who positively re- 
fuse to enter into “this grace wherein we stand,” 
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even though God may lead them up to the place 
of entering in. To refuse to tarry for the baptism 
with the Holy Ghost is rebellion, and rebellion is 
sin; and the “‘soul that sinneth, it shall die.’ And 
if the child of God, who has come to the place 
where it is his privilege to enter into this experi- 
ence, refuses to do so, he will certainly backslide. 
Therefore, we wish to speak of three classes of 
backsliders, that are such, because they refuse to 
enter into this experience. 

First, there is a sense in which a man is back- 
slidden, or, possibly, better said, backsliding, as 
soon as he refuses holiness. This does not neces- 
sarily mean that God abandons his soul and leaves 
him without hope; but because of this disobedience 
he enters upon a life that was clearly typified by 
that lived by the children of Israel during the 
thirty-eight years they dwelt in the wilderness, be- 
tween the time when they refused to enter in 
at Kadesh-barnea, and the time when they did 
enter in, by crossing the Jordan River near Jer- 
icho. They had not entirely wandered away from 
God, neither had God entirely withdrawn His 
care, protection and leading; and yet they were 
living that life which typified a very low plane of 
Christian profession. They no doubt would have 
been overcome by some of the nations through 
whose country they were passing, and carried 
into captivity, had it not been for the faith of 
those two men, Caleb and Joshua. 

Then there is another class of backsliders, 
who have wandered away from God and lost all 
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spiritual relation with Him. They may, or they 
may not, have gone back into their old sinful hab- 
its; but there is no spiritual life left in them. 
The conviction of the Spirit may never have left 
them, and the hungering of the soul to get back 
to God may still remain. If you talk to them they 
will tell you that they are not Christians; that they 
have wandered away from God; but that they 
want to get back. They do not claim to be Chris- 
tians. They know they are not; and they will 
tell you that they know that a man cannot wil- 
fully refuse to mind God and continue to be a 
Christian. We at one time knew a man to come 
to the altar as a backslider, who knelt and prayed, 
and asked God’s forgiveness; who then arose to 
his feet, and said that he had backslidden because 
he had refused to get sanctified, and that he in- 
tended to get sanctified then and there, or he 
would backslide again. He then kneeled again 
and called upon God for the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost; and in a little while rose from his 
knees, ‘his face beaming with delight, and said 
that God had sanctified him wholly. 

But the man who backslides through refusing 
to enter into the experience of holiness may some- 
times retain a standard of morality and make a 
profession of Christianity; but usually he enters 
into a very unsatisfactory condition of mind, in 
which he is disposed to find fault with the church 
and the ministry, with those who are living Chris- 
tian lives, with his family, the weather, with every 
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person and everything. He becomes a chronic 
critic, grumbler and fault-finder. He seems not 
to be satisfied anywhere. Many times he enters 
into a life of sin, equal to, or even more corrupt 
than that which he had before he claimed to be 
a Christian. It is nothing uncommon for back- - 
sliders to be worse characters than they were be- 
fore they were converted. But no difference what 
a man’s life may have been, or what may have 
been this relation to God, if he has backslidden he 
has become a sinner, and is a lost man; and if 
he should die in that condition will be lost through- 
out eternity. And while there are those who say 
that once in grace means always in grace, there 
is no Scriptural foundation for this statement. 
It is true God does not cast off His child while he 
is a child, yet He does reject those who are dead 
in trespasses and sins, no difference what their 
previous experience may have been. A true moth- 
er will not reject her child though he is disobedi- 
ent; but she buries the dead child. Sin produces 
spiritual death. We believe there are thousands 
of souls in torment today, who have been children 
of God, but have backslidden, and are lost, be- 
cause they refused to enter the promised experl1- 
ence. 

Then, there is yet a third class of backsliders; 
those who have so far wandered away from God, 
and dishonered His name by rejecting Him, that 
the Spirit has taken His flight, and they are left 
without even a desire to get back to God. These 
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sometimes delve into lives of dissipation, and try 
to drown out that appetite for good things that 
had been implanted in them by the Spirit, when 
they had a definite relationship with God; and, 
therefore, they go into all kinds of excesses of 
sinful habits, and skepticism, even condemning 
God’s word. It is not at all infrequent that per- 
sons who have been children of God, but back- 
slidden iby this disobedience, have gone into Spir- 
itualism, and Christian Science. In fact, many 
of the Unitarians and Higher Critics of the day 
have been children of God, and are what they are 
because they refused light. For when a man has 
known what it was to walk with God and refuses 
to obey Him, and is then abandoned by the Holy 
Spirit, no one knows to what depths of sin, or 
skepticism, the enemy may lead him. 

Brother, please do not reject the teaching of 
God’s word on the doctrine of the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost, nor refuse to let God lead you 
into the experience of holiness of heart and life. 
To refuse means darkness, disappointment and 
confusion; and to continue to refuse means to 
backslide and be lost. “See that ye refuse not 
Him that speaketh;” for “Without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord.” 


CHAPTER X. 


FANATICISM. 


I stood watching a long railway train, and no- 
ticed, as a part of the load, a very large locomo- 
tive being drawn along. It was a beautiful piece 
of machinery. I inquired why it was being thus 
drawn by others. They told me it was what was 
called a “dead-head.” But, I asked, “was it not 
built for business?” ‘‘Was it only made for 
show?” Yes, it was made to draw heavy loads, 
but it lacks two things, the power inside and the 
man in the cab. I began to think. A “dead- 
head!” Lacks two things! Must be drawn by 
another! A beautiful locomotive, made for busi- 
ness, but could not move a pound except down 
grade, and that at awful risk! Useless because 
it lacked two things! Why not put the man in 
the cab, and then move the train? But, alas! 
the man in the cab cannot cause the engine to move 
one single inch, except down grade; and even 
then, he can, only apply breaks, and, perhaps, re- 
lieve the severity of the wreck; or, he may add 
slightly to the dignity when being drawn up grade 
by another engine. The power must be put inside 
before it is of any value to accomplish its mission. 
Put water in the boiler, start the fire, and gen- 
erate the steam. Relieve the breaks and open the 
throttle. The deadhead has become real power, 
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able to move a heavy train. But, except the man 
remain in the cab, this large locomotive, with the 
great power within, becomes a very dangerous 
piece of machinery. It can move its heavy load, 
but it can not read the danger signals; and runs 
an awful risk of colliding with another train, or 
of being ditched. It is sure of a wreck sooner 
or later. Put the power in the engine and place 
the man in the cab, and you have a mighty instru- 
ment for service. 

A church organization is a beautiful institu- 
tion, built for service. But, alas, how many of 
them are worse than useless! They never move a 
single soul except downward. They rush on at 
a mad rate down toward hell, taking their load of 
human souls with them. They lack two things, di- 
vine power, and an intelligent comprehension of 
the word of God. No power! No man in the 
cab! Spiritualism, Christian Science and Millen- 
nial-dawnism are of this class. No person ever 
heard of a single soul being helped up grade to- 
ward heaven by these, or kindred movements. 
They do not even help men to a higher plane of 
morals. Morever, there is no prospect of their 
ever being of any service to God and His king- 
dom, because they reject the Holy Ghost and re- 
fuse safe, sane teaching in divine things. 

But church organizations have mostly gone 
a step further; they have placed the man in the 
cab. They claim to be orthodox and evangelical. 
Many of them study the Bible, and, in a sense, be- 
lieve it. There may be evidences of some degree 
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of spiritual life: sometimes there are none what- 
ever. The preacher is educated and refined, but 
knows nothing of vital godliness. He is yoked, 
by awful oath, into brotherhood with the wealthy 
wicked. He does not condemn refined sin, but 
preaches a broad road to heaven. His sermons 
are intellectual and eloquent, but lifeless, juiceless 
and powerless, and never warm the heart. He 
discusses current topics; draws lessons from the 
lives of great men; talks of stars, stones and 
grass; but Jesus is not mentioned except inciden- 
tally. The latest productions of sacred(?) mu- 
sic are rendered by the choir that is hired to sing 
the Lord’s praises. It is difficult to know wheth- 
er the solo is sung by a canary bird, or a human 
being. Stereopticon lectures and popular musi- 
cals are used to draw the people. Much of the 
church money is raised by festivals, fairs and 
shows. Everything is carried on in a very sys- 
tematic way; but it is simply a dead, cold form. 
If you should attend a service you seem to have 
gotten into an ice box. 

You would take cold, or have a spiritual chill 
unless you have become accustomed to that at- 
mosphere. There is no altar of prayer. The old 
time mourners-bench has been used for kindling. 
No soul is ever asked, or expected to get saved or 
sanctified. They never move ‘heavenward, nor 
help a lost soul to a better life, except by the in- 
fluence of other people who are spiritual. Even 
their refinement and tendency toward morality 
are borrowed from the people who know God. 
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Intellectuality, refinement and culture never eivil- 
ized a heathen tribe; that requires the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. If the Holy Ghost could have His 
way He would revolutionize all their cold formal- 
ity, spoil their programs, and set the church on 
fire for God and a lost world. He would put pow- 
er in the locomotive. 

There are other religious organizations and 
movements that have put power into the big en- 
gine, but have not placed the man in the cab. 
They seem to have, in some cases, the presence 
and power of God, but have extravagant notions 
on some one or more lines of religious doctrine 
or practice. They seem to run well for a while, 
and really help some souls toward heaven, but 
they fail to read the danger signals; and ere long 
there is an awful wreck. Fanaticism is danger- 
ous. 

These extremists have brought great reproach 
upon the cause of salvation. God gave us intelli- 
gence and expects us to use it. Not that intellect 
should control the Holy Spirit, nor manipulate 
divine things; but the church should have an in- 
telligent, Spirit-enlightened understanding of the 
word of God, and use sanctified judgment in the 
management of the Lord’s work. Without this 
we are sure of wreck in greater or less degree. 

Some have obeyed impressions, without wait- 
ing in prayer to weigh them by the Scriptures. 
No doubt God leads His people by impressions of 
the Spirit directly upon the heart; and it is a 
sweet privilege of the child of God; but we must 


FANATICISM. 107 


remember that the devil can, and does impress 
men. He transforms himself into an angel of 
light. Impressions are dangerous unless they 
compare favorably with “the word of God,” with 
the thoughts of other Spirit-filled people, and with 
sanctified common sense. 

Others have beheld the spectacular, and that 
which has the appearance of the miraculous, and 
thought this was an evidence that God was in it. 
They forget that the devil has great power and can 
do marvelous things: “after the working of Satan 
with all power and signs and lying wonders.” 

Some have taken a single line of Bible teach- 
ing, and followed it, apart from the word of God © 
as a whole. They forget that the blessed Old 
Book is one Book. 

Some have followed a man, just because he 
seemed to be their ideal, and gave evidences of 
some extraordinary presence. But there is no 
man, nor set of men, that can safely be taken as 
the sole leader of our hearts. The Bible, under 
the enlightening influences of the Holy Spirit, is 
our only infallible rule of faith and practice. 

The liberty of the child of God in outward 
demonstrations has been wonderfully abused. 
That the soul becomes very happy, especially at 
times, under the anointing of the Spirit, is a Bible 
fact. He may laugh, or weep, or shout aloud; he 
may clap his hands, or walk the floor with his 
hands waving toward heaven; he may do other 
strange things, and that which will be opposed by 
the carnally minded, and the Lord will bless him 
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in it. While he shouts, others will get blessed; 
for it is the working of the Spirit in his heart. 
If people will let the Holy Ghost have His way, 
there would, doubtless, be more of it. But how 
different from the worked up shout; that which 
is shown off to prove to the people that the person 
has liberty(?) no, “brass.” The man who rolls 
upon the floor of the church, turns somersaults 
down the aisle, walks upon the backs of seats, 
runs about the building screaming and whooping, 
just to show that he can, has missed the thought 
of God. He brings reproach upon the cause and 
hinders the work. For men and women to lay 
prostrate upon the floor, in promiscuous manner, 
is not “decent and in order.”” The man who swept 
the devil out the door with a broom, and kicked 
him as he tumbled out, only caused the people to 
laugh away their conviction. The demonstrations 
that cause the participants to criticise those who 
do not take part in them with the thrust, “he 
hasn’t got the fire,” are not of God. William P. 
Pinkham was once accused of not having liberty, 
because he did not enter into demonstrations that 
were going on about him. He simply replied, 
“ves, I have liberty; but liberty to sit still.” This 
liberty must be granted to all. But, brother, if 
you have thought that great demonstrations are 
a sign of liberty, has it never occurred to you that 
one may be in bondage to his liberty, just as really 
as another may take pride in his humility? May 
we each be so free in the Holy Ghost, that we will 
shout or sit still, as the Lord may lead. 
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The doctrine of divine healing has its share of 
extremists. They say it is a sin to be sick; that 
healing for the body is covered by the atonement, 
equal with justification and sanctification. If this 
is true, then it is a sin to have a decayed tooth, or 
_ be bitten by a mosquito; and more than this, it 
would be a great sin to die; and no person could 
ever get to heaven but by translation. These 
persons remind us of Job’s miserable comforters. 
The Bible does teach divine healing, and, no doubt, 
there should be a larger number of saints enjoying 
this privilege; but it is taught as a gift of the 
Spirit. Certain of God’s children are called to 
teach it, and given the gift to practice it. Some- 
times you may be able to get it, sometimes you 
may not. It is not always a measure or gauge of 
spirituality. 

To refuse to bathe the head of a fever-scorched 
child is wrong. God help us to understand. The 
Scripture, “Who healeth all thy diseases,” is of- 
ten used, but they do not notice that the Psalmist 
is talking to his soul, and not to his body. 

There are those who set the time for the return 
of Jesus, and refuse to enter into business, or to 
secure a home, thinking the time is too short. 
The Millarites prepared their ascension robes, and 
climbed upon hay-stacks and stumps, expecting 
Him to come at a certain time. 

~The coming of the Lord certainly .draweth 
nigh. Prophecy is being rapidly fulfilled. Jesus 
said, ““‘When the fig tree putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is nigh: so likewise, ye, when 
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ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, 
even at the doors.” But He also said, ‘“Watch 
therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord 
doth come.” It behooves us to be ready and 
watching; yet obeying the injunction, “Occupy 
till I come.” 

The present Gift-of-tongues movement has in 
it some honest, but misguided people. It is not 
our purpose to assail these unkindly, but to show 
that they have failed to understand the “‘thus saith 
the Lord.” The Bible speaks plainly of “divers 
kinds of tongues.” The one hundred and twenty 
spoke with tongues on the day of Pentecost. Cor- 
nelius and his household spoke with tongues at 
Cesarea. The members of the little church at 
Ephesus spoke with tongues. We believe it is ac- 
cording to Scripture: and no doubt there would 
be more of it if the people of God would fully enter 
into their privilege. Those who are more famil- 
iar with the present movement say, it, no doubt, 
began with one or more genuine cases, but the 
devil has exerted such an influence that it gives 
now no evidence whatever of being the work of 
the Lord. This movement teaches three experi- 
ences: justification, cleansing, and ‘“pentecost” 
with its speaking with tongues; or perhaps, that 
pentecost is the completion of the second work of 
grace, but may be separated from it in point of 
time. The Bible teaches but two works of grace 
in this life, justification and sanctification: and 
plainly promises cleansing by the Holy Ghost. It 
is also thought by them to be a never-failing evi- 
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dence of pentecost, or, the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost. No doubt, speaking with tongues did ac- 
company the reception of the Holy Ghost in the 
three cases cited above; but Paul, when writing 
to the church at Corinth, to whom he said more 
about tongues than to any others, three or more 
times charges them with being carnal; and indi- 
cates that not all speak with tongues. The gift 
of tongues is magnified above all other gifts, and 
more is said about it by these people; but the 
word of God places it the last and least of spiritual 
gifts, except “interpretation of tongues.” ‘Yet 
in the church I had rather speak five words with 
my understanding, that by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in an un- 
known tongue,” says Paul. Yes, and when the 
disciples spoke with tongues on the day of pente- 
cost, there were three thousand souls saved; but 
under the present movement there has hardly one 
single soul been led to seek salvation. Some of 
their teachers say the day of salvation to sinners 
is past. On the day of pentecost they spoke in- 
telligent languages. “And when this was noised 
abroad, the multitude came together and were 
confounded, because that every man heard them 
speak in his own language.” In the present move- 
ment there is little evidence that any person has 
spoken a single word in any language except his 
own; unless it might be in the very few genuine 
eases at the beginning. 

Besides this, the trances, the heaving of the 
breast, the working of the jaw, and the gibbering, 
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are said to be just the same as the spiritualists 
interpret as messages from the dead. One thing 
more; it seems to cause their adherents to become 
clannish, so that their hand is against every man; 
and they think every man’s hand is against them. 

The word of God teaches simplicity of dress, 
saying, “Whose adorning, let it not be that out- 
ward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wear- 
ing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; but some 
have become so extreme that they do not clothe 
themselves in a way to be presentable, but rather 
appear slovenly and filthy. They spend more 
time condemning neckties and feathers than in 
preaching the gospel. Dress in a simple way, but 
neatly, and so as not to attract attention either 
way. 

Some people think it is wrong to smile, and 
will only eat a little gruel or other very simple 
diet; but there is no one else who has so good a 
right to enjoy life as the man who is saved and 
on his way to heaven; but, of course, his pleasure 
must be of a harmless character; and if we eat 
plenty of good, wholesome, yet simple food we 
have more strength with which to serve God. 

Some forbid to marry; while with others is 
great fanaticism concerning the relation between 
husband and wife. But the Bible tells us that 
“marriage is honorable,” and “it is not good that 
man should be alone.’”’” Much unhappiness and 
many family troubles are due to misconception of 
right relation in the home. 
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Some have come out of the churches and do 
not believe in church organizations; but in their 
opposition to the sects they have themselves be- 
come very sectarian in spirit. The Bible does 
not advocate denominations, but it does indicate 
that the work of God should be well organized. 
It is the spiritual condition that forms Babylon, 
rather than the fact of church organization and 
church membership. 

It is not our purpose to discuss the ordinance 
question as a whole, but to speak of some extreme 
ideas upon the subject. There are those who feel 
bound to practice foot-washing and holy-kissing 
as a part of their Christian duty; but it was never 
so intended. In those days traveling was by foot, 
with only sandals, or soles tied under the feet. 
The feet would necessarily need cleansing upon 
entering the house. A servant would meet the 
traveler at the door, remove the shoes and wash 
his feet. The servant who did this was consid- 
ered the most humble servant in the home. Je- 
sus taught His disciples a lesson of humble ser- 
vice. If traveling was done in the same manner 
today, the same humble service might be perform- 
ed with grace; but it was never commanded to 
be observed as an ordinance. Kissing was a com- 
mon greeting, and holy kissing was equivalent to 
saying, when you meet one of God’s children give 
him a good warm shake of the hand. 

The church of God is suffering much more 
from formalism than from fanaticism, as many 
more people are being affected by it; but both ex- 
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tremes are dangerous. Let us yield fuily to God, 
stand upon the Bible, and seek to be divinely di- 
rected in all our Christian life and work. Let us 
not seek to have our own way, nor follow unscrip- 
tural notions, but let us be at our very best; that 
we may win many souls to Him and help them on 
to heaven. The man who says, “I don’t care what 
people think of me,” will soon bring reproach up- 
on the church. We must have the confidence of 
those to whom we would be made a blessing. Con- 
cerning Stephen, we read, ““They were not able to 
resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he 
spake.’ Why? He was a man “of honest re- 
port, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom.” Such 
aman is a mighty instrument in the hand of God 
against the forces of evil; and a church organiza- 
tion composed of, and managed by, such men and 
women is a victorious church and one which God 
will bless in the salvation of very many souls. 
Such a church will move the community in which 
it is located; and also have an influence that will 
be felt in the slums, and to the heathen nations in 
the far corners of the earth, and among the off- 
scouring of this wicked world. ‘With all thy get- 
ting get wisdom.” ‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 

The church organization is composed of indi- 
vidual members. The church is what its mem- 
bers are. Then, let us each receive the Holy 
Ghost, and use great wisdom, without compromise, 
in all our church work, that we may accomplish 
the purpose of God in our lives. 


CHAPTER XI. 
SIX QUESTIONS. 


In this chapter we wish to answer six ques- 
tions. First, can the experience of holiness be 
lost? Second, can one lose his experience in 
sanctification and not lose his justification? Third, 
does the backslidden one sustain the same relation 
to God that he did before he was converted and 
sanctified? Fourth, can the experience be re- 
gained Fifth, must it be regained by two dis- 
tinct experiences as at first, or by one Sixth, if 
restored, does one sustain the same relation to God 
that he did before he was backslidden? 

The experience can be lost. Adam was cre- 
ated pure and holy, and was in a better condition 
than we can hope to be, even in the experience 
of sanctification, from the fact, that he was noc 
under the curse of sin; and yet, when tempted, 
he disobeyed God and became a sinner. There is 
no Scripture wherein we are promised, in this 
life, an experience from which we cannot fall; 
wherein we have not the power to choose to obey 
God, or to disobey Him. Neither is there any 
place promised in this world in which there is not 
the constant need to watch and pray lest we enter 
into temptation. Paul himself said, that he kept 
his whole body under, lest, after having preached 
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to others, he, himself, should be a castaway. Not 
only is it according to Scripture that there is dan- 
ger of backsliding, even from holiness, but the 
experience of so many who have backslidden 
proves it. Then, too, if there was no possibility 
of losing the experience of holiness, which is re- 
ceived by the baptism with the Holy Ghost, why 
should God have warned us so carefully, telling 
us to “Grieve not the Spirit.” True, this is called 
standing grace; and it is an experience in which 
there is no need for one to sin; and there is abso- 
lutely no excuse for one backsliding; yet this does 
not preclude the possibility of one losing the ex- 
perience. 

Satan is still a subtle enemy, and it requires 
constant prayer and faith for one to retain his 
relationship with God. It requires faith to be 
saved, and it requires faith to be sanctified; so 
also does it require faith to live a Christian life. 
“The just shall live by faith.” There are a great 
many people who are backslidden from what they 
supposed was the experience of holiness, but they 
have never had the real experience. They may 
have been mistaught, as we have spoken of in oth- 
er chapters, and may have supposed that they had 
the experience when in reality they did not. But 
of those who are really saved to the uttermost 
there are some, in fact more than we might sup- 
pose, who backslide very soon after having en- 
tered into the experience. John Wesley said, that 
not more than one in three go on to be established 
in the experience of holiness. They may have 
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gotten their eyes upon the blessing, and in a few 
hours, when the first emotions of victory had sub- 
sided, and when the testings of faith came, they 
did not understand it, and lapsed into darkness. 
This, of course, is unnecessary, if the soul would 
only recognize the fact that he was sanctified by 
faith ; and when the testings come, would continue 
to believe God. While there are those who do 
backslide, we can also say that of those who have 
trusted God, and gone on to be established in the 
experience of holiness there are comparatively few 
who ever backslide. Yet the soul needs to be 
constantly on guard, and keep very close in touch 
with God until safe on the other shore. 

We now come to the second question: If one 
backslides from holiness, does he also forfeit his 
justification? Generally speaking, it is disobe- 
dience to the will of God that causes a person to 
lose his experience in holiness: and whether it be 
omission or commission, sin is sin. To disobey 
God is sin. To do that which is contrary to the 
will of God, or to refuse to do that which is the 
will of God, is sin: and if known sin is committed 
the soul has lost not only his holiness, but, also, 
justification. It is a sin to grieve the Holy Ghost 
out of your heart. You cannot disobey God and 
continue justified. However, it is possible that 
a soul may be fully sanctified and filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and yet lose that experience and drop 
back into their former experience of justification. 
The soul has not wilfully disobeyed God; but he 
may be young in the experience, have had hard 
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battles on the line of faith when he entered in, 
and not well taught as to what he may expect in 
the experience. Soon the first overflow of joy 
subsides. He is honest at heart, and fears he may 
claim more than he really has. With this desire 
to avoid hypocrisy, he begins to examine his heart. 
Fear arises, doubt enters, he is in confusion. His 
victory has gone, but he knows he is still a child 
of God. It would be wrong to tell him that he 
has wholly backslidden and lost all his salva- 
tion. 

However, much of that which confesses the 
loss of holiness, but claims to retain justification, 
is only a trick of the enemy; and if you have 
grieved the Holy Ghost out of your heart and 
lost your holiness, it is very probable that you 
have lost all, and need forgiveness just as any 
other sinner. 

We will now consider the third question: Does 
the soul sustain the same relation to God that he 
did before he was converted? If he has lost his 
experience in holiness, he is as really unsanctified 
as ‘he was before he entered into the experience; 
and if he has lost both sanctification and justifi- 
cation, he is as really a sinner and lost, as he was 
before he was converted; but there is the remem- 
brance in the soul of victories that have been re- 
ceived in the past; they cannot be forgotten; and 
these, aroused by the Spirit, keep a constant hun- 
gering in the soul to get back to God. That hun- 
gering is so great that he seems not to be satisfied 
anywhere. The love of God seems to plead with 
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that man from a different standpoint, and in a 
different way from that which it did before he 
first entered into the experience. 

When the children of Israel were in Babylon, 
which was a type of those who have lost their ex- 
perience after having been sanctified, they were 
not in the same place they were before they came 
out of Egypt. Before entering into Canaan they 
were in bondage in Egypt. After leaving Canaan 
they were carried into captivity in Babylon. One 
was just as really separate and apart from God 
as the other, and just as much under the power 
and control of their enemies; but their places 
were different. While in Babylon, there was a 
remembrance of the corn and wine, and milk and 
honey of the promised land, that they did not have 
before they had ever entered it; and they them- 
selves said, “They that carried us away captive 
required of us a song, and they that wasted us 
required of us mirth;....how shall we sing the 
Lord’s song in a strange land;’” and they hanged 
their harps upon the weeping willows. ‘There is 
a tender compassionate wooing of the Spirit of 
God in the heart of the backslider, unless he has 
entirely quenched the conviction of the Spirit, 
that he never knew before he was converted and 
sanctified. 

Now in regard to the fourth question: Can 
the experience of holiness be regained when lost? 
There are those who have taught that one who 
has been sanctified, and backslidden can never be 
restored; but we have no scriptural ground for 
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such teaching. There were those of the children 
of Israel who came back into Canaan after they 
had been carried away into Babylon; so we believe 
there are many souls who, though they have wan- 
dered away from God and have lost the experi- 
ence of holiness, may, and do come back to Him 
in the restoration of their relationship with Him. 
The enemy takes the advantage of very many 
souls here, and it is not at all uncommon to meet 
those who, in a backslidden condition, say that 
they have been sanctified, and then wandered 
away from God, and sinned against Him; that 
they have committed the unpardonable sin; that 
there is no hope for them; and they can not be re- 
stored. We have met some pitiable cases on this 
line, and those who were in great agony of soul, 
and gave evidence that they were being wonder- 
fully tormented by the enemy just at this point. 
But we have had the special privilege of seeing 
some of them come back into the clear light of 
holiness. When they have said to us that there 
was no help for them, we have found it a great 
blessing to ask them if they had any desire to get 
back; if they wanted to live Christian lives, lives 
of holiness; if they wanted to enter heaven. They 
have promptly answered that they did, that there 
was nothing they wanted to do more than to live 
right and to meet God. But the enemy had so 
darkened their minds by making them believe that 
they had committed the unpardonable sin, that 
they were kept from making an effort to get back 
to God. And then we have told them that the 
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very fact that they desire to get back to God is 
positive evidence that they can get back. 

If one has committed the unpardonable sin the 
Holy Ghost has taken His flight; and all convic- 
tion for sin, and all hungering for holiness and 
God, have gone forever. There may be remorse, 
but no drawing of the Holy Spirit. The hunger- 
ing in the heart is placed there by God Himself, 
and not by the enemy; by God, because He wants 
to satisfy that hungering; and is thereby wooing 
the soul back to Himself. We should remember 
God never puts a hungering in our hearts to mock 
us, but because He wants to supply that need. Do 
not be discouraged; take heart, return to God. 
We know there is no excuse for one to backslide; 
but God is merciful. We have heard persons say 
that they had backslidden so often they were 
ashamed to come back to God; but this is nothing 
of which to be ashamed. The soul ought to be 
ashamed for his backslidings, and ashamed to 
stay away from God, but never should be ashamed 
to return to his blessed Lord. We believe there 
is abundant evidence, both in Scripture and in ex- 
perience, that the experience of holiness may be 
regained. 

The fifth question: Is it necessary that the 
soul should be forgiven and restored into the ex- 
perience of justification, and then led into the ex- 
perience of sanctification, or is he restored with 
one definite blessing? When the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost is received the inherited carnal nature 
is destroyed. The ‘old man” is dead forever. 
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Any carnality in our hearts thereafter is our own 
creation. We ourselves are responsible and not 
Adam. When Adam sinned he produced in his 
own heart a carnal nature, which has been hand- 
ed down to generation after generation. When 
a child of God, who has been cleansed from the 
inherited tendency to sin, yields to temptation 
and sins, he does not revive that old carnal nature 
to bring it back to life, but forms a sinful nature 
anew in his own heart, as Adam did at the first. 
However, it is of exactly the same class and char- 
acter. 

When the backslider, who has had the expe- 
rience of holiness, wishes to return to the fullness 
of the gospel blessing, by receiving the Holy Ghost 
again into his heart, he has only his own sin to 
deal with; yet in two forms; actual transgression, 
and sinful nature. Forgiveness restores the soul 
to the relation with God, in which he stands be- 
fore Him as if he had never sinned; and the seek- 
er, returning to God after such a fall may, yes, 
ought to include both needs in one prayer and one 
act of faith, and return at once into the experi- 
ence from which he fell. The Israelites, when 
returning from Babylon, did not experience two 
definite crossings as when they came out of Egypt, 
but simply arose and returned to Canaan. How- 
ever, teaching has not been sufficiently clear on 
this point; and it remains a fact, that many of 
this class of seekers do not understand their priv- 
ilege in this regard, and only ask and believe for 
forgiveness, and deliverance from guilt. They 
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do not expect deliverance from that sinful nature 
which they have created in the heart, except by 
a second seeking. Therefore they do not get it, 
but by coming again, after being restored to justi- 
fication, to seek the refilling with the Holy Ghost. 
But, whether by one work of grace, or two, do 
not stop short of the fullness of blessing, where 
you know you are sanctified wholly and filled with 
the Holy Ghost. 

Not long since we fell into conversation with 
a woman who had been sanctified and lost the 
experience. We asked the minister about her, 
and he said that she had not only lost her sanctifi- 
cation but was a miserable backslider; and that 
she had the night previous been restored to her 
experience in justification, and would, he believed, 
soon be led again into the experience of holiness. 
But we found when we began to talk to her that, 
under this teaching, she was even questioning 
her justification. She had come back and asked 
forgiveness for sin, and had been taught that she 
should expect a clear, definite witness of her jus- 
tification in order that she might go on and return 
to the experience of holiness. But when we told 
her that we did not believe God required her to 
stand for some certain length of time in that con- 
fused condition, but that it was her privilege to 
be forgiven and restored right then and there, 
she gladly accepted it; and fell upon her knees 
and returned to God, saying, that He had forgiven 
her and sanctified her wholly, and that she was 
all His. 
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Now we will consider the sixth question: Does 
the soul sustain the same relationship to God when 
restored as that before having backslidden? 

So far as his real relationship with God is 
concerned, he does. When God forgives a sin, 
He forgives it in that He remembers it no more; 
and we stand before God as though it had never 
been committed. So, if a soul has wandered away 
from God, but has returned and been forgiven, 
and sanctified, his relationship with God is as it 
would have been if he had never backslidden. If 
God fully forgives him there is no estranged re- 
lationship between them; and that heart is as 
really saved and sanctified as he was before. The 
witness of the Spirit will also be given, and he 
may know that he is wholly the Lord’s, as really 
and clearly and definitely as he did before. How- 
ever, there may be testings of faith of which he 
knew nothing when he first came. Having grieved 
the Spirit he may be required to learn a special 
lesson. And then he may also have his mind on 
past victories, and to some extent, though uncon- 
scious to himself, lean upon the past experience 
to a degree that hinders him from receiving just 
as clear a manifestation as he otherwise would. 
The demonstration may not at all be just what it 
was when he first entered the experience. We 
have known those who were blessed with a won- 
derful shout when the Holy Ghost came into their 
heart, but who, after having grieved Him away, 
when they returned to Him expected the same 
manifestation as they had before. But we have 
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watched those cases, and, although they received 
just as clear an experience, yet it may have been 
in a quiet, gentle way, without any special demon- 
stration. In fact, the manifestation is not infre- 
quently different. But while this is true, the ex- 
perience in reality is the same, and just as blessed 
and full of victory as in other days. 


CHAPTER XII. 
JESUS IS COMING. 


That Jesus is coming back to this world is very 
clearly taught in Scripture; and in this chapter 
we wish to consider some of the evidences that He 
is coming, and the benefits to be derived from this 
wonderful event by those who have tarried for the 
baptism with the Holy Ghost. Jesus is coming. 
He said He would. He told His disciples that 
He would come again. In the 14th of John He 
said, “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” The angels also, on the 
day of His ascension, announced to the apostles, 
that He would come again. In the epistle to the 
Hebrews we read: “Unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time, without sin, unto 
salvation ;” and in the 24th of Matthew, as well 
as in other places in the gospels, He told them to 
“Be ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, the 
Son of man cometh.” These with many other 
Scriptures that we might quote, and which will be 
brought out into further discussion of the subject, 
very clearly prove to us that J esus is coming back 
to this world again. 

Many persons tell us that they believe in the 
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second coming of Jesus Christ; but that He did 
come the second time, when Jerusalem was de- 
stroyed by the army of Titus. But there was no 
coming of Christ in this. This was the coming 
of the enemy; but Christ was not in the army of 
the enemy, although He withdrew His restraining 
power and permitted the enemy to come upon Je- 
rusalem. 

Some have said that He came again on the 
day of Pentecost. But Christ did not at all come 
on the day of Pentecost. This was the coming of 
the Holy Ghost. And, while there is a sense in 
which Father, Son and Holy Ghost are one, yet 
not in the sense in which we could for a moment 
believe that the coming of the Holy Ghost on the 
day of Pentecost was the coming of Christ. And, 
besides this, many of the prophecies of the Script- 
ures. that placed His coming yet in the future, 
were spoken and written after Pentecost was 
passed. 

Some have said that He comes the second time 
in the death of His saints; but death and Christ 
are in no way synonymous terms, and do not re- 
fer to the same. Death is our enemy: and we 
have no scriptural account of Christ ever having 
come to any soul at death. It was said of Laza- 
rus, that the angels bore him to Abraham’s »o- 
som; but there was nothing said about Christ com- 
ing. Angels, probably, bear our spirits home at 
death. 

Some have said, that He comes at the conver- 
sion of the sinner. But while, thank God, there 
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is a wonderful and beautiful sense in which Christ 
comes to the soul at that time, in that He Is re- 
vealed as the Savior from sin, the angels said on 
that day when He was taken up into heaven, that 
He would come as He went; and while there is a 
sense in which He comes at the conversion of the 
sinner, yet not in that way of which they spoke 
when they said He would come again; for He did 
not go into heaven in the conversion of a sinner, 
and if His coming is to be as He went, we believe 
that it will not be alone in the satvatiun of the 
soul, but in a divine, personal, bodily form, just 
like that in which He went up into heaven. He 
said that He would come in the clouds with power 
and great glory, and all the holy angels shall be 
with Him. Wehave no scriptural right to explain 
away, spiritualize, or in any other way mystify 
the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

When the prophets of old spoke of His coming 
into the world as a babe of Bethlehem, they meant 
a real, personal, visible coming; and the scripture 
used in speaking of the second coming is just as 
clear and definite. There is as much, yes, even 
more, said about His second personal coming than 
about His first coming. 

If Jesus is coming back to this world again, 
and He is, it is very natural for us to begin to 
question as to when He is coming. Teaching up- 
on this subject is divided into two general classes: 
Those who believe that the world is getting bet- 
ter spiritually and morally, and that it will de- 
velop in this way until all have given their hearts 
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to God, and become Christians; and thus living 
righteous lives the world becomes suitable for Je- 
sus to come to it; and that when all the inhab- 
itants of the world have become Christians, then 
Jesus will come; and those who believe that the 
world is increasing in wickedness and will con- 
tinue to do so until Jesus comes; and that the 
world will not become righteous until Jesus comes 
to reign. 

The Bible does speak of righteousness cover- 
ing the earth as waters cover the sea; but it does 
not speak of this coming to pass by gradual pro- 
cesses. We at one time heard a prominent min- 
ister say, that he did not believe that Jesus Christ 
would have to come to the world to do the work 
the Holy Ghost could not do; meaning that the 
world would become religious through the instru- 
mentality of the Holy Ghost, and thus be made 
ready for the coming of Christ; but any failure 
on the part of the world to be ready for the com- 
ing of Jesus is in no sense due to neglect of the 
Holy Ghost, nor to any limit of His power. The 
Holy Ghost is as really God as the Father or the 
Son; but the Holy Ghost cannot lead the world 
to Christ because He is working in and through 
the church; and is giving us the privilege of be- 
ing co-workers with Him in His efforts to win a 
lost world; and any failure on this line is not due 
to the Holy Ghost, but due to those through whom 
the Holy Ghost would work. The Holy Ghost 
uses human instrumentality, yet He does not force 
us into service. And, while we believe that the 
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world might have been led to Christ through the 
instrumentality of the Spirit-filled church, had 
that church been true to God, yet lack of spiritu- 
ality, looseness, indifference and sin on the part of 
the church is that which is causing defeat; and 
because of this fact the world never can be 
brought to Christ through the instrumentality of 
the Holy Ghost. And, if it were true that the 
world would be brought to Christ through the 
instrumentality of the Holy Ghost in the church, 
and that the world should increase in righteous- 
ness, and after a time become suitable for Jesus 
to come, why should God ever have told us so 
many times to be constantly watching for His 
coming? Why did God tell us to be ready, say- 
ing, “Ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come,” if it were yet so many centuries distant? 
For any one can plainly see that it would take a 
long, long time at the present rate for the world 
ever to be won for Christ. Why then, we say, 
should Christ tell us to watch and be ready? This 
would bring Christ before the world in a false 
light. 

Some of these texts of Scripture which are 
supposed by post-millennialists to teach that the 
world must first be won to Christ before He 
comes, will be considered in the further discussion 
of the subject. 

The pre-millennialist’s idea is, that the world 
shall go on in sin—wicked men becoming more 
wicked; but the Holy Ghost preparing the church 
for the coming of Christ; and that there will be 
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no end of wickedness in this world until Christ 
Himself shall come; and that the coming of Christ 
to the earth may be expected at any moment. 

There are some who hold the pre-millenial 
thought whom, we fear, have done much damage 
to the cause by their misunderstanding. They 
have not only studied prophecy, but have entered 
into speculation on the subject, even setting the 
day when Jesus would come. This is a mistake. 
God’s word plainly tells us that we know not the 
day nor the hour; and we have no reason to be- 
lieve that it will be revealed even to God’s most 
devout followers until the time has come. But 
this we do know, that God has given us certain 
Scripture describing the last days of this age, 
saying, ““When the fig tree putteth forth leaf ye 
know that the summer is near; so also when you 
see these things come to pass, ye know that it is 
near, even at the door.” So, while we cannot 
know the definite time, yet those who are ready to 
meet Christ at His coming, are in such close re- 
lationship with Him, that as they study prophecy 
and see it being fulfilled, they know the time is 
very near; and when it shall come it shall be to 
them no surprise. “Watch therefore; for ye know 
not what hour your Lord doth come.” 

Let us consider some of these signs which indi- 
cate that the coming of Christ is near. And in 
doing so we will notice six classes of people, and 
also look into some of the general signs. These 
six classes of people of whom we speak are: The 
world of sinners, the heathen, the Jews, the Har- 
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lot Church, the Justified Christians, and the Bride 
of Christ, or those who have tarried and received 
the baptism with the Holy Ghost. 

First, we look into the conditions of the world. 
God plainly said, that ‘as it was in the days of 
Noah they were eating, drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, and knew not until the flood 
came and took them all away; so shall it be at the 
coming of the Son of man.” Again we are told 
that “evil men and seducers shall wax worse and 
worse, deceiving and being deceived.” The world, 
as such, is becoming more and more wicked. Such 
depths of corruption and crime! It is true, when 
we recall the history of the dark ages, and many 
of the times of the past, even before Christ, there 
were things which to some people do seem worse 
than at present; but we must remember that in 
those cases the wickedness was on the part of 
heathens and pagans. In the second epistle of 
Paul to Timothy we read, that “in the last days 
perilous times shall come. For men shall be lov- 
ers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affection, truce-breakers, 
false accusers, fierce, despisers of those that are 
good, traitors, heady, high-minded, ‘lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God. Having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof.” One 
needs only to open his eyes and look about him to 
be thoroughly convinced that that time is upon 
us. The apostle says these things shall take place 
in the last days. There never was a time when 
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the world so disregarded the Holy Sabbath, and 
their financial obligations, and cared so little for 
their promises. Selfishness seems to reign. The 
financial world is organizing trusts, and doing all 
within their power to control finances. Monop- 
olies are little more than systems of robbery. La- 
bor is also organizing, and unions of all kinds are 
being formed. So that not only men in the shops 
in the large cities have bound themselves together 
in unions, but all classes of laboring men, both in 
the city and the country. Harvest hands, wash- 
erwomen and kitchen girls; all kinds of labor are 
carried on under the direction of the organiza- 
tions. Capital and labor are organized against 
each other to protect themselves. These organi- 
zations may be necessary from a business stand- 
point; in fact, it does look as though the business 
man would have to enter in with the trusts or quit 
business; and, as though labor had to organize to 
protect itself against the tyranny of capital, or 
be crushed to the earth. The man who has no 
God in whom to trust, may be driven to join these; 
but God will take care of His own trusting child 
without his going into such bondage. This is 
awful bondage. And we fear that the formation 
of trusts and monopolies, on the one hand, and 
labor unions on the other, is but the organizing 
of the world for her damnation; for God’s word 
says the time will come when “no man might buy 
or sell save he that had the mark or the name;” 
and in another place He tells us that “they that 
have the mark shall be cast into the lake of fire.” 
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Not only are business organizations thus being 
formed, but the world is becoming filled with so- 
cial organizations. The secret orders and social 
clubs of the day are only signs of the corrupt con- 
dition of the world. How can a man be a real 
child of God and belong to them? The awful 
oaths that are taken; the obligations; the ridicu- 
lous initiative exercises; the drinking from hu- 
man skulls and playing with skeletons, are en- 
tirely and unalterably opposed to Christianity. 
Some orders may be a little more moderate. The 
claims of some to have been organized in the days 
of Solomon are absolutely false. While many may 
say that a man cannot become a member except 
he is a Christian, the truth is, that to become a 
member of them, in many cases, he not only sacri- 
fices his Christian experience, but also his manly 
principles; for a man cannot retain this and take 
such oaths as he must do concerning things of 
which he knows nothing whatever. Brother, stop 
and think. Is it consistent in every particular 
with the religion of Jesus Christ? These organ- 
izations seek to control politics, and the courts of 
justice; so that a man who is not a member can 
hardly get his rights. And while there are those 
who claim they are good for their benevolences, 
and that they have a moral influence, yet our ob- 
servation has proven to us that, instead, they are, 
in most cases, a waste of money; and that many 
of the receptions and banquets are turned into 
schools of vice and debauchery. I prefer to be- 
long to Jesus, and to hold a membership in the 
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church only. He wants us to live a life of sepa- 
ration from the world unto Himself. 

The churches and church people are dividing 
into two separate and distinct classes. Those who 
are going out after the world in neglect of Jesus 
Christ, and those who are true to Him in that 
they are saved from sin and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. In other words they are the Harlot Church 
and the Bride of Christ. ‘Because iniquity shall 
abound the love of many shall wax cold.” ‘That 
day shall not come except there come a falling 
away first.” 

Certainly this is the Laodicean age; the age 
of indifference and worldliness; that time which 
Paul had reference to when he said, that there 
should be ‘‘a form of godliness,” without the pow- 
er thereof. ‘For the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine; but after their 
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears.” Many of the ministry are 
refusing to preach holiness, divine healing and 
the second coming of Jesus; and, in many cases, 
even leaving out justification as a definite expe- 
rience, and reducing the Christian religion to a 
system of morals, beautiful lectures, rose-water 
essays and lavender-scented sermonettes; and the 
people are demanding that the ministers preach 
smooth things. They are leaving out the judg- 
ment of God and the eternal punishment. They 
are preaching that Christ was a good man, but 
denying His Deity. The atonement is ridiculed. 
We are told that there is no hell, no personal devil. 
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Ungodly and immoral persons, even skeptics are 
hired to lead the choir, and sing the praises of 
God. The church money is raised by means of 
festivals, fairs, and shows, and in many other 
God-dishonoring ways. Certainly the great apos- 
tasy has setin. The church is following after the 
world. Ministers are forming unions and efforts 
are being made to unite the different denomina- 
tions into one great religious compact. It cannot 
be done without compromise; i. e., lay down 
points of difference, leave out the doctrines on 
which, and for which, the churches were organ- 
ized, radical truths, and point out a broad road 
to heaven. The devil is transforming himself 
into an angel of light, and is deceiving even the 
very elect. And, not only is he succeeding through 
the influence of Higher Criticism, Spiritualism, 
Theosophy, Christian Science, Universalism and 
Unitarianism, but many of the churches that have 
been considered evangelical, are entering into the 
service of the devil. God forsaken Church! But 
all this is simply the ripening of the Harlot 
church for her eternal damnation. God’s word 
plainly tells us of her. We are also told that “In 
the last days shall come scoffers. ...saying, where 
is the promise of His coming’? They shall tram- 
ple under foot the blood of the covenant, and call 
it an unholy thing. Prophecy is being fulfilled; 
but, thank God, while the world, and that part of 
the church of which we have spoken, are going 
farther away from God, yet the true followers 
of Christ are being brought into closer relation- 
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ship with Him, and ripening for His coming. The 
very fact that others are going the other way, is 
causing the true followers of Christ to be more 
and more separated unto Him alone. None but 
those who are sanctified and filled with the Holy 
Ghost will ever be a part of the bride. The true 
bride has no other lover. She loves no other. 
Christ Himself is her all and in all. ‘Unto her 
was granted that she might be clothed with fine 
linen, pure and white, for the fine linen is the 
righteousness of saints.” The bride will be true 
to Christ at whatever cost. She cares not for the 
world nor the things of the world; and we shall 
not be surprised if the time will come, if Jesus 
tarry, when the bride of Christ, those who are 
saved to the uttermost and true to Him, will not 
be in good standing in any church. We shall not 
withdraw from the church; for even Christ Him- 
self did not do that, nor Paul; but we must be 
absolutely true to Christ, though it should cost us 
our place in the Church. 

At one time there was a young lady who 
had a lover who had gone from her into the dis- 
tant West to secure his wealth, that he might pro- 
vide for her a home; and when he went he told 
her he would come again and take her to himself. 
At frequent intervals while he was away he had 
written her that he would come some day, and 
that it would not be long. ‘He finally sent her 
word that he would be there in the very near fu- 
ture, but, because of circumstances, could not tell 
her the exact day; but for her to be looking for 
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him; that she might expect him at any time. She 
waited for several days and he did not come. She 
became just a little restless. One evening anoth- 
er young man called at the home and asked her to 
go out with him and take a drive. She excused 
herself, and told him she thought she had better 
not go; but he insisted and told her that they 
would only be gone a short time. She consulted 
with her mother, and was advised not to go; but 
she went. She had not been gone long, when 
there was a gentle rap at the door. ‘The mother’s 
heart fluttered with suspense, and with trembling 
she waited a moment. The rap was repeated. 
She dreaded to go to the door; but the third time 
she heard it; and then quietly and tremblingly 
she drew open the door, and there stood the young 
man. He asked if Mary was at home; but the 
mother, almost choked with suspense, tried to 
evade the question. Again he asked if Mary was 
at home. She began to excuse her by saying tnat 
she had just gone out for a short time; but he 
asked if she had gone alone or in company with 
some one. He put his hand into his pocket, and 
drew out his card, and, handing it to the mother 
said, ‘Give that to Mary, and tell her that I have 
been here and gone. I have a nice home prepared 
for us and have come to take her to our home.” 
The mother tried to explain how she had watched 
for him; that she had been expecting him for sev- 
eral days, but as he had not come, she thought 
it would not be wrong for her to go just for a lit- 
tle while. His reply was, “If she did not love me 
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enough to wait a little longer and watch, she 
would not be the wife for me.” So he went away. 

After a little while Mary, with the other young 
man, returned, and, almost breathless, she hasten- 
ed to the door, and immediately noticed the sad 
look on her mother’s face; and in alarm she said, 
“Mother, has Charles been here?” and received 
as a reply the card with his name on it, with the 
statement. He said to tell you that he had been 
here and gone.” Poor girl! She sacrificed her 
true lover, her life companion and home of hap- 
piness, that she might go out with another for but 
a little while. Ah, then! beloved followers of 
Jesus Christ, for us to go on and compromise with 
the world but for a little while may cost us our 
eternal companionship with Christ and the place 
around His throne. Let us not lock arms with 
the world, no, not fora moment. The true bride 
is constantly looking for Him to come again, and 
will not in any sense be untrue to Him. 

But some might ask, if only the sanctified have 
a place in the bride of Christ what shall become of 
those who are only justified? First, the number 
of those who are living a justified life, but are not 
sanctified, is much smaller than we might think; 
for people who are truly justified, and following 
God, will go on and get sanctified. But if oneshould 
die fully justified, or should be in that condition 
at the coming of Jesus Christ, God would take 
care of him. While he will have no place in the 
bride of Christ, yet there will be many in heaven, 
aside from the bride. Justification brings the 
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soul back to the condition of a child. The blood 
of Christ covers the case of a child, and if he dies 
in innocence his eternity is sure. Scripture is 
very clear on this point. So, if older persons 
die fully justified, God cares for them the same. 
We have also been asked, “‘what about the heathen 
nations?” The gospel is being carried to the 
neglected corners of the earth. A great many 
Spirit-filled men and women are going out to 
preach the gospel, not in the old churches where 
they can get big salaries and easy places, but into 
the slums of the cities, into evangelistic fields and 
among the heathen nations. Christ said, that 
“this gospel should be preached in all the world 
as a witness unto all nations; and then shall the 
end come.” While we do not know just what God 
means by a nation, and we do not know just how 
nearly all the world has had the gospel; yet we 
do know that there never was a time when Holy 
Ghost men and women were going into the dark 
corners of the earth and the dens of iniquity for 
lost souls as they are today. The last chance is 
being given; and they are coming from the east, 
and west, and north and south and are entering 
into the kingdom. The Jews are also being pre- 
pared for the coming of Jesus. We are told, 
“the Lord shall set his hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant of his people;” and 
that He shall gather them from among all nations 
where He had scattered them. The Jews are be- 
ing rapidly gathered back to Jerusalem. Some 
of the wealthy Jews now hold a mortgage on all 
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Palestine. The latest Zionist move is to purchase 
a great tract of land in Palestine for a Jewish 
colony. The Jews are returning by thousands, 
and much is being done in the fulfillment of this 
prophecy. 

As we have considered these six classes of peo- 
ple in connection with the prophecy of the Script- 
ure concerning them, we believe the coming of 
Jesus Christ is near. 

In addition to the prophecy of which we have 
been speaking, we call your attention to some gen- 
eral signs. “Many shall come in my name, say- 
ing, I am Christ.” “Ye shall hear of wars and 
rumors of wars.” ‘For nation shall rise against 
nation.” There shall be famines, and pestilences, 
and earthquakes, in divers places.” There shall 
arise false Christs, and false prophets. Surely 
we are approaching very near to some awful cri- 
sis. The coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 

Scripture is being fulfilled, and the conditions 
which surround us are very clearly those that 
have been pointed out to us in God’s word; and 
this will go on, only becoming more and more 
awful, until Christ Himself shall come in the 
clouds with the voice of the trumpet of the arch- 
angel of God. The world will go on in wicked- 
ness, and corruption will increase, until Christ 
shall come and catch away His bride. And at His 
coming, those who shall be caught away will be 
dead in Christ, and the sanctified that are alive 
on the earth. Weare told that the dead in Christ 
shall rise first; and they shall come forth out of 
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their graves with glorified bodies; for the voice of 
the trumpet of God shall sound and the dead shall 
be raised. “This is the first resurrection.” Not 
the resurrection of the spirit; but the body shall 
come forth in the likeness of Christ, and as it 
would have been had sin never entered the world. 
Those who have been both justified and sanctified 
shall then and there be also glorified. Shall this 
same body come forth? Most certainly it will. 
Our mortal shall put on immortality. “It is sown 
in corruption; it (the same) is raised in incor- 
ruption.” We are waiting for the adoption, to- 
wit, the redemption of our body. ‘‘The dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 
Every trace of the curse of sin shall be banished 
forever. Although the same body shall be raised, 
yet it shall be so changed and made “‘like unto his 
own most glorious body,” that, after all it shall be 
another. “It is sown a natural body; it is raised 
a spiritual body.”” We shall never die again. “The 
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.’ 
“The dead in Christ shall rise first ;’’ and those 
who are alive and remain of the sanctified ones 
“shall be caught up together with them to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” They shall meet Him in the clouds; 
and while they are attending the marriage supper 
of the Lamb, the remaining inhabitants of this old 
world shall be plunged into a season of awful trib- 
ulation, such as was not since the world began. 
This tribulation will be due to the fact that the 
devil himself, and the anti-christ, of whom the 
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Bible teaches, and who, we believe, shall be a dis- 
tinct personality, a human being, the devil incar- 
nate, will, in opposition to Christ, reign in the 
world to suit himself. The only reason that Sa- 
tan shall be allowed to reign, will be that the Holy 
Ghost, and the sanctified part of the church, shall 
have been caught up; for the Holy Ghost came 
into the world to prepare the bride for the coming 
of Christ; and when the bride shall have been 
prepared, and the special mission of the Holy 
Ghost is completed, He then will catch up the 
bride to meet her Bridegroom. ‘He who now let- 
teth (hindereth) will let (hinder) until he be 
taken out of the way’’; and when the Holy Ghost 
is gone, having caught up the bride, the devil 
with his counterfeit christ (anti-christ) will have 
unhindered sway in the world. No doubt the re- 
sult will be a time of tribulation. The justified 
Christians who are not ready to go up, not being 
filled with the Holy Ghost, will be compelled to 
enter the tribulation; and we are plainly told that 
they “shall be beheaded for the witness of Jesus.” 
As there are not likely to be half-way Christians 
under persecution, the opposition to them in that 
day will either drive them away from Christ, or 
they will come out fully and be sanctified wholly. 
The Holy Ghost, though having gone up with the 
bride, yet being omnipresent, will remain in the 
world in the sense that He was in the world before 
the day of Pentecost. While He will take up 
those in whom He dwells, He will remain with 
those with whom He dwells; and these, though not 
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ready to be caught up to meet Christ in the air 
shall, many of them, be made ready to reign with 
Him; and shall be those of whom John, the reve- 
lator, speaks, when he called them the tribulation 
saints, who were beheaded for the witness of Je- 
sus. They, too, shall be permitted to reign with 
Him on the earth. The Harlot Church will go 
after the world and things of the world, and lose 
her spiritual vision, so that she will not be able 
to see or recognize Christ when He comes; but 
will accept the great anti-christ, and worship the 
beast and his image. Almost the entire book of 
Revelation is a description of the judgments of 
God that shall fall upon a wicked world during 
that time of tribulation. But it shall not last 
long; for Christ said, “except those days shall be 
shortened no flesh shall be saved; but for the 
elect’s sake those days shall be shortened.” The 
reign of the anti-christ shall be brought to a close. 
Christ shall return to the earth with all the holy 
saints with Him, and shall place His feet upon 
Mount Olive, and shall destroy the anti-christ by 
the spirit of His mouth and with the brightness of 
His coming. The devil that deceived the nations 
shall be bound a thousand years, and sealed up 
in the bottomless pit. Then shall be ushered in 
the glorious Millennium. What caused the trib- 
ulation? It was the taking away of the Holy 
Ghost from the world, and the withdrawai of all 
restraint from Satan. So also when Satan is 
bound and cast into the bottomless pit, and Christ 
with His bride shall reign supreme, then shall be 
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the time of glorious peace—Millennium. We shall 
reign with Him on the earth; and the twelve apus- 
tles shall sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. ‘They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning- 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against na- 
tion, neither shall they learn war any more.” “The 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leop- 
ard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf, and 
the young lion and the fatling together; and a lit- 
tle child shall lead them. The cow and the bear 
shall feed; their young ones shall lie down to- 
gether; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
And the sucking child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not ‘hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.” Why this time of glorious 
peace? And yet, why should we ask? when Sa- 
tan, the source of all sin and sorrow, is bound and 
put away. Certainly it will be a time of peace. 
Some one may ask, why shall the lion eat straw 
like an ox? Before sin entered the world, they 
were to eat the seed of the tree. There was no 
taking of life for any purpose until sin came. 
So also, when all sin shall have been put away, 
and Christ reigns supreme, we in our glorified 
bodies, and the world under the rulership of Jesus 
Christ, they will no longer have desire to take the 
life of another, neither man nor beast. Glorious 
time! It will be the time of peace, because the 
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glorious Prince-of-peace and His bride shall reign 
on the earth for a thousand years. But what shall 
take place after the thousand years are fulfilled? 
“The rest of the dead live not again until the 
thousand years were finished ;’”’ but they shall then 
come forth to be judged at the great white throne. 
“We shall all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done.” 
“The books shall be opened; and another book 
shall be opened, which is the book of life; and the 
dead shall be judged out of those things which are 
written in the books.” Then shall be the time 
when the gathering multitudes of the earth from 
the time of Adam down to the last man that is 
born shall stand before the mighty God of heaven; 
and the Christ who was the Savior of man, the 
Christ of love, will then be the Judge of all. Each 
one shall face the record of his past life; and all 
the crimes and deeds of immortality will be open 
before us, except those whose sins have been for- 
given and washed away, and cancelled in the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus Christ. Not only so, but “‘be- 
fore him shall be gathered all nations; and he 
shall separate them one from another, as the shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats.” Then 
shall be the time of awful separation. The sheep, 
He said, shall be placed on His right hand, and 
the goats on His left; and “He shall say to those 
on the right hand, Come ye blessed of my Father 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you;” and to 
those on the left hand, “Depart ye cursed into 
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everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels.” “Satan shall be loosed out of his prison” 
for a little season, and shall gather his followers 
from the four corners of the earth, “Gog and Ma- 
gog;’” “and they went up on the breadth of the 
earth and compassed the camp of saints about,” 
in one last desperate struggle to overthrow the 
kingdom of Christ; and “fire came down from God 
out of heaven and devoured them’; and Satan 
with his followers, shall sink, throughout a never 
ending eternity, in the bottomless pit, ‘where the 
beast and the false prophet are,” with all the de- 
mons of hell. Christ and His followers shall have 
the victory ; and throughout the never ending ages 
of eternity, we shall inhabit the new heaven and 
the new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
We shall have right to the tree of life, and shall 
drink of the river of water of life that flows from 
the throne, and shall bask, with eternal delight, 
in the full light of God’s grace in the eternal king- 
dom of our Christ. “There shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain.” ‘‘There shall be no more 
curse.” ‘His servants shall serve him; and they 
shall see his face.’ While the endless cycles of 
eternity shall roll, we shall wear robes of right- 
eousness, wave palms of victory, and shout glory 
and honor to the name of our Christ. Glory to 
Jesus! We shall also meet and know our loved 
ones who have gone before. Then, beloved, for 
Jesus’ sake, let us as children of God, tarry in Je- 
rusalem, until we be endued with power from on 
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high, that we may serve Him acceptably, and be 
ready for Him at His coming. 

Those who are justified, sanctified, and glori- 
fied, shall throughout a never ending eternity rise 
higher and higher amid the beauties and glories 
of eternal bliss, with Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 
angels, archangels, cherubim and_ seraphim; 
while those who have refused to be saved from 
sin will sink forever in the bottomless pit, with 
the devil, the beast, and false prophet, and all 
the demons of hell, the drunkard, gambler and 
harlot. How awful to be lost; yet how precious 
the thought, that we all may be saved from sin, 
tarry for and receive the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost, be ready for the coming of Jesus and spend 
eternity with Him. 

Glory to God! 


CHAPTER XIII. 
PROFESSION. 


That the Christian has a profession to make 
is very clear according to Scripture; but it is very 
important that he should have something to pro- 
fess. The great danger to many is, they are 
taught to profess something they do not have; 
or to make the profession the condition of receiv- 
ing. It is very common to hear preachers exhort 
sinners to confess Christ and then boast of how 
many persons had made a public profession. We 
at one time heard a prominent minister say, that 
all there is of salvation is to confess Christ, and 
it would be absolutely impossible for that soul 
ever to be lost. This thought is absurd. Why should 
a man profess to have something that he does not 
have; and how can he have it unless he gets it 
from God. It is a God-given blessing. No man 
should confess Him as his Savior until Christ has 
saved him; and he cannot be saved by Christ un- 
til he comes in humble confession of sin, and re- 
pentance of the same; and with prayer for for- 
giveness; and then by faith takes Jesus Christ 
into his heart and life as a personal Savior from 
all the power of sin. We have known ministers 
to hold revival meetings in which they preached 
elegant sermons, and then, passing out cards, 

(149) 


150 PROFESSION. 


would ask those whose hearts the Spirit may have 
touched, to sign their names, and thereby confess 
Christ as their Savior. The only confession the 
sinner can make is to confess that he is a sinner 
and lost. All the professing he may be able to 
do will in no way work a change in his heart, nor 
bring Christ into his soul. So also is there a 
danger to the one who comes to the altar with 
confession and prayer, lest he make his profession 
before he is in condition to do so. We have heard 
teachers instructing seekers at the altar praying 
for forgiveness, or for the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost, telling them to get up and profess it. Thus 
the seeker is led to make profession the condition 
of receiving. And as he is, of course, in no con- 
dition to make profession until he has something 
to profess, and as he has nothing to profess until 
his faith really reaches up and takes hold of God 
for the work of grace in his soul for which he is 
asking, his profession, therefore, instead of being 
beneficial is disastrous. Many souls have gone 
through this world unintentionally hypocrites, be- 
cause they have been made to believe that they 
should profess the work done; and as they go 
on through life they make profession of a work 
done that really is not done. Many of them know 
they have never had a real change of heart, nor 
the witness of the Spirit to salvation; but they 
have joined church, confessed Christ, and are do- 
ing the best they can. Some of them will con- 
fess, and with an air of humility, that they sin all 
the time, in word, thought and deed. Sad decep- 
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tion! Salvation saves from sin; and when one 
has the real experience of salvation he quits sin- 
ning; and is then in condition to confess that 
Christ saves him from sin. The man who says 
he sins every day, thereby confesses that he is a 
sinner; and if a sinner, certainly he cannot be a 
saint. A Christian sinner is an impossibility. 
Yes, the man who says he cannot live without sin 
minifies the power of the atoning blood of Jesus 
Christ, and confesses that he either has never had 
a real change of heart, or that he is a backslider. 
If you do not have the consciousness in your own 
soul that God for Christ’s sake has forgiven your 
sins, and saved you from them, then please do not 
profess to be a Christian. If you are a Christian 
you have quit sinning. It is no mark of humility 
to make such a confession, but rather a reproach 
to Christianity. Professing a thing to be done will 
never do it. You might sit in your home and 
profess that you were in London, England, and 
continue to make the profession; but you would 
never get to London until you got up and went 
there. The Christian Scientist says there is no 
reality in sickness; and if one will simply claim 
that he is not sick and make up his mind to that 
effect, that he will be well; but this is certainly 
one of the most foolish, absurd ideas that ever 
entered a human being’s mind. Certainly any 
man or woman who is rational, knows that it can- 
not possibly be true; and yet many who are not 
Christian Scientists apply the same thought to sal- 
vation, and say to us, just confess Christ and 
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claim that you are a Christian, and it will be all 
right. Such teaching is wholly unscriptural. 
Your profession will never change your heart; 
and if Jesus Christ does not forgive your sins and 
save you from them, you are as certainly lost as 
there is a God in heaven. If you sin you are a 
sinner, and “the soul that sinneth it shall die.” 
But if you will come to God and ask Him for 
Christ’s sake to forgive your sins, and hold on by 
prayer and faith until the work is accomplished 
in your heart, then you will have something to 
profess. 

The same line of teaching is also applicable to 
the believer seeking holiness of heart. -Profess- 
ing holiness will never make you holy. You can 
never be made holy but by tarrying in consecra- 
tion, prayer and faith for the incoming of the 
Holy Ghost, who will cleanse your heart and make 
you holy; and if you have not thus tarried until 
the work is accomplished, please, for Christ’s 
sake, do not profess it. One of the greatest hin- 
dering causes of Christianity is the fact, that so 
many people profess salvation and do not have it. 
So, one of the greatest hindrances to the holiness 
movement, is, that so many people profess holi- 
ness, and, though they may be honest in their 
profession of the experience, yet do not have it. 
Be sure that you have something to profess be- 
fore you make the profession. I do not mean to 
say that you must have a remarkable demonstra- 
tion, or special evidence and signs; but when your 
faith really takes hold of God for the accomplish- 
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ment of that for which you have been seeking, 
then you have the right to profess it. Many peo- 
ple make the mistake of professing the work done 
when their faith only partially takes hold of God 
for it. They know that God’s promises are true; 
and while they have come to Him surrendering, 
as they think, their whole life, yet with some- 
thing kept back, they have made themselves be- 
lieve that it was a complete surrender, and have 
quoted to themselves the Scripture, “him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out,” and rea- 
soned in their own hearts that if they have sur- 
rendered to God and He has promised to take 
them, that it must be so. Butif you fully surren- 
der to God you know it; and if you do not know 
that you are fully surrendered, then it will be im- 
possible for your faith to take hold of God for 
salvation. The man who is not fully surrendered 
has no right to profess that he is a child of God. 
Some have said that they think everything is giv- 
en up, and they are trying to believe God; but sur- 
render and faith are conscious facts to the soul. 
And when you know that you are fully surren- 
dered and that your faith so takes hold of the 
promise of God that you rest with the sweet con- 
sciousness in your soul that God’s promises are 
true in your case, you have a right to profess the 
work done, whether you have, or have not, the 
witness of the Spirit, or any special demonstra- 
tion. Faith is the victory. And in fact, many 
souls do not get the clear witness of the Spirit 
until they have professed the work done; but that 
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profession must not be made until the faith so 
rests on the promises of God that the soul ceases 
to struggle and doubt, but has come to a place 
where, though he has not the witness of the Spirit, 
he has the witness of a conscious faith that the 
work is done. The same is true of the soul seek- 
ing the baptism with the Holy Ghost. Faith will 
not act until consecration is complete; and if the 
consecration is complete there is a self-conscious- 
ness in the soul, that it has given all to God. 

Do not say that you hope your consecration 
is full; for if you do not know that you are fully 
consecrated, that is evidence that you are not. If 
all anxiety about the witness and the feeling 
and the demonstration has gone, the struggling 
will be over; and even those things which we did 
not understand will be placed in the hands of 
God, and the soul will have a sweet consciousness 
of possession. The witness of faith must pre- 
cede the witness of the Spirit; and when you 
have come to the place where you really believe, 
and know that you believe, that the work is really 
accomplished in your heart, then you have the 
right to profess it done, and to declare before God 
and men and devils that it is done. But do not 
profess it done until you have grasped it with a 
real conscious faith. 

Yes, when the work is done you should profess 
it done without hesitation ; claim it on the promise 
of God; confess to yourself and in the public con- 
gregation, that it is done. The word of God is 
very clear in its teaching that the profession 
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should be made. “With the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confess- 
ion is made unto salvation.” ‘Let the redeemed 
of the Lord say so.” “By him, therefore, let us 
offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his 
name.” “But sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts; and be ready always to give an answer to 
every man that asketh you a reason of the hope 
that is in you with meekness and fear.” We cer- 
tainly are commanded to testify to what God has 
done for us. But while we encourage every one 
who has received a definite experience in grace to 
confess the same, and to testify to what God has 
done for him, yet we warn every soul, not only 
to be careful not to profess that which they have 
not received, but to see to it, that, by the grace 
of God the conduct of the outward life corres- 
ponds with the profession they make. If you are 
not living a life without sin, do not profess to be 
saved from sin, or claim to be a Christian. If 
you are not living a holy life do not claim holiness. 
Your life and profession must agree. 

Many souls have been cheated by the enemy 
in being persuaded not to say anything of what 
God has done for them, but to live it, and show 
people by their lives that they have it, rather than 
to say anything about it. You cannot keep salva- 
tion, nor holiness of heart, unless you tell about 
it. God has commanded you to do so; and to dis- 
obey will cause you to backslide. While your life 
ought to be a constant testimony, yet you must 
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also tell it by word of mouth. To tell it will not 
only be a blessing to you, but it will bless others. 
As you tell others what God has done for you, it 
strikes conviction to their hearts for the same 
work of grace, and encourages them to come to 
God for the same blessing. If you can tell men 
that God has saved you from sin, they are inspired 
to come to Him for salvation from sin. And if 
you can tell believers that you know God has 
cleansed your heart from all unrighteousness, 
they too will be encouraged to seek holiness of 
heart. Not only will you backslide if you refuse 
to tell it, but you will fail to be made the blessing 
to other people that you should be. 

Many souls are kept from making the pro- 
fession, with the thought that it is boasting. We 
think a little caution on this line will do us good. 
If we profess something that we do not have it is 
falsehood. If we make a profession that in any 
way draws attention to ourselves, or causes peo- 
ple to think that we believe that, by our own 
works we have brought about this condition, it 
certainly is boasting; but there is no boasting 
whatever in the plain statement of facts as to 
what God has done for the soul. 

The profession should be made in such a way 
that it will not draw attention to the saved, but 
to the Savior; not to the sanctified, but to the 
Sanctifier. It may not be wise for one to boldly 
state that he is sanctified and living without sin, 
as though he were doing something; but to hum- 
bly say that Jesus sanctifies me wholly and saves 
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me from sin is, we believe, honoring to God. Be 
sure that you have tarried until you have received 
the baptism with the Holy Ghost, and then let 
nothing keep you from professing the same. Not 
only would we encourage you to make the pro- 
fession, but to be very definite in your profession. 
We think it a mistake for Christian people to 
testify in a kind of a general, yet indefinite way; 
there should be a definiteness and clearness in our 
testimony, stating frankly what God has done 
for us. 

If you are afraid to use the word, holy, or 
sanctification, it is evidence that you need a clear 
conviction of your privilege and duty on this line. 
Do not be afraid to use God’s terms. Do not get 
into a rut, using always the same words in testi- 
mony; but let every testimony be a fresh, up-to- 
date profession of what God does for the soul at 
that time. Tell it humbly, but tell it clearly and 
definitely. We do not mean that you should al- 
ways be telling it under all circumstances; for 
there may be times when it would not be pleas- 
ing to God that you should make your profession 
at all; and yet we would warn you to be very 
eareful that any shrinking at any time or place 
is not because of compromise, but alone as a mat- 
ter of wisdom under the direction of the Spirit of 
God. ‘See to it that you mind God in telling the 
world and the church what God has done and is 
doing for you. The life of one who has tarried 
for the baptism with the Holy Ghost is a life of 
profession, for God would have a witnessing 
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church. ‘Ye shall receive the power of the Holy 
Ghost coming upon you, and ye shall be witnesses 
unto me, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.” A Spirit-filled church is always a wit- 
nessing church. A ministry without a personal 
testimony is a back-slidden ministry. When the 
testimony services, and class meetings are dis- 
continued, it shows spiritual decline. As the 
public exercises drift into the pulpit and choir- 
box, in that proportion has the church back-slid- 
den. The Holy Spirit should be expected to fall 
upon the people and lead them as He pleases, in 
testimony, teaching, exhortation, prayer or song. 
Then would conviction seize the people and the 
work of the Lord would move on to victory. 


CHAPTER XIV. 
FAITH. 


“Without faith it is impossible to please God.” 
In this chapter we wish to consider the various 
phases of faith, or degrees in faith, and bring 
before our readers suggestion concerning the faith 
which God desires we should have; for it is not 
all faith, nor faith as exercised by all people, that 
is satisfactory to God. There are very few peo- 
ple but that have, in some sense, faith in God. 
Many of the heathen in the foreign lands believe 
in the existence of some supernatural being; but 
they serve and worship him as a tyrant, whose 
anger must be appeased. They do acts of torture 
to their bodies, or destroy their own children, or 
in some way make sacrifice that they may quiet 
his anger. But this kind of faith cannot please 
God. The Unitarians, Universalists, Spiritualists 
and Christian Scientists believe in the existence 
of a supreme being; and with all their skepticism 
in regard to Christ, heaven and God’s word, there 
is a sense in which they have faith in God. There 
are very few people who are absolutely atheistic. 
There are those who believe in God as a father of 
all men, Jesus Christ as the Savior who died for 
all, and in the Holy Ghost, as God omnipresent, 
but whose faith is only an intellectual faith. A 
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faith that simply assents to the fact that God 
lives and created all things, and that accepts the 
theory of redemption, is not the faith that pleases 
God. Faith must not only be intellectual, but 
spiritual; not the belief of the head only, but the 
belief of the heart. Man is more than simply an 
animal with intelligence, he has also a soul; and 
God’s word tells us that with the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness. True, we must have 
correct ideas concerning the Bible doctrine. Faith 
has a twofold meaning, and when the apostles 
speak of being established in the faith, they, no 
doubt, mean faith as a doctrine. Thus we speak 
of the Quaker faith, the Catholic faith, or the 
Methodist faith; and we mean the religious doc- 
trine, as accepted by those people. Persons have 
sometimes said that it makes no difference what 
we believe, so we are honest; but the word of 
God is given us to be believed; and it is very im- 
portant that we shall be sound in faith, and have 
ideas and doctrines that are in accordance with 
God’s word. Many a soul is honest in what he 
believes, and yet will be eternally lost, because he 
does not ‘believe aright. God’s word has been 
given us to study, and to understand; and we are 
expected to base our thoughts of religion upon 
it. While it is very important. that we should 
be sound in the faith as a doctrine, it is also very 
essential that we should have a saving faith in 
Jesus Christ. Many a man has comparatively 
correct ideas of God’s truth, and yet not one sin- 
gle grain of salvation. We must have faith, that 
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is, not alone to accept the fact that certain things 
are true, but to accept them as our own; and by 
such faith bring our own soul into touch with 
God for that which He has promised to do for 
us. “The devils believe and tremble; and yet 
no one believes that there is any possibility of 
their being saved. So, unless your faith is of a 
different kind than that which is exercised lby 
devils, you, too, can never be saved. 

The writer of the book of Hebrews gives us in 
the 11th chapter, a catalogue of the worthy fa- 
thers of old, who were men of faith, and says 
the world was not worthy of them. That faith 
which will please God, is a faith that lifts the 
soul beyond that place which men of this world 
occupy. He begins the chapter by saying, ‘Faith 
is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.” That is, faith is itself an 
evidence. By this faith the elders obtained a 
good report. Nota good report before men; not 
the applause of those around them; but a good 
report from heaven; that is, the witness of the 
Spirit. So then, a man cannot please God until 
he comes into a relationship with Him wherein 
his faith has brought an answer from heaven in 
the witness of the Spirit of his salvation. Many 
souls make a mistake here, and seek and struggle 
for the witness of the Spirit. They should be- 
lieve God with a faith that rests on the promise 
of God, having the evidence of God’s word that 
it is done. The witness of the Spirit must be 
preceded by the witness of faith. “He that be- 
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lieveth hath the witness in himself.” When a 
soul really believes God it quits struggling for the 
witness of the Spirit, and settles down on God’s 
word. That kind of faith is pleasing to God, and 
brings the good report. The soul is saved by 
faith; that is, when one comes repenting of sin, 
and surrendering to God, in seeking forgiveness, 
he has a right to believe God’s word and accept 
salvation as his own. Paul said, ‘‘being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God.” 

We must also be sanctified by faith. A child 
of God comes with a heart that desires to be 
cleansed from all carnality, and hungering for the 
presence of God within. He dedicates his whole 
being to God. He has a right to accept heart pu- 
rity by faith in God’s word. Paul says, ‘‘We also 
have access by faith into this grace (holiness) 
wherein we stand. When the soul fully believes 
for sanctification, heaven does send a good report, 
in the wintess of the Spirit to the accomplished 
work. Justification by faith takes us out of the 
life of sin, and sanctification by faith takes the 
sinful nature out of us. He who is both saved 
and sanctified by faith is one of those ‘of whom 
the world is not worthy.” While there is a faith 
which ‘brings us into an experience of salvation 
and of cleansing of heart, so also do the apostles 
speak of a fulness of faith and of being establish- 
ed. If we are true to God as sanctified men and 
women, the Spirit will also lead us out on some 
one or more definite lines of special faith. He 
wants us to have, not only faith to be saved to the 
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uttermost, but faith that fits us for special ser- 
vice. 

They believed and accepted God’s word as 
true whether it harmonized with science, so- 
called, or not; for “‘by faith, we understand that 
the worlds were framed by the word of God, so 
that things which are seen were not made of 
things which do appear.” They believed that 
God created all things. The theory of evolution 
had no place with them. A man may accept a 
scientific explanation for the creation of the world 
and have no faith. If he has faith, he will ac- 
cept the fact that God spake them into existence. 
Not that the world was framed by faith, but that 
we understand by faith. No one appreciates the 
beauties of nature in all things so much as the 
man who, by faith, understands that God did it. 

In this 11th chapter of Hebrews we have a 
number of examples; and, while we cannot speak 
of all, we shall mention that particular line of 
especial faith in some of them, that made them 
prominent with God. Their especial faith was 
not, by any means, all on the same line; neither 
will the especial faith in our hearts as sanctified 
children of God be on the same line. 

The first of whom we shall speak is Enoch. 
We learn that Enoch was translated by faith. 
Elsewhere we are told that “Enoch walked with 
God; and he was not; for God took him.” We 
believe the special feature in Enoch’s faith was, 
that he was enabled to walk with God in blessed, 
glorious sweet companionship. 


164 FAITH. 


The distinguishing feature in the faith of 
Noah was, that he, “being warned of things not 
seen as yet,” preached to those about him, telling 
them of the approaching judgment of God, and 
exhorted them to yield to Him. He was won- 
derfully led in condemning sin, warning the peo- 
ple, and in pointing them to the place of safety. 

Abraham was called of God into a place which 
he should after receive, and “went out, not know- 
ing whither he went.” He did not ask God for 
signs, neither did he seek to investigate what was 
before him; but simply went, minding God. 

Sarah had faith; and that faith exercised by 
herself and husband, enabled them to get an an- 
swer from God, in that unto them a son was born 
in answer to prayer, when, according to nature, 
such would have been absolutely impossible. 

Moses chose ‘rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of 
sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.” He 
was willing by faith to make any sacrifice, that 
he might be associated with God’s humble fol- 
lowers. 

These were all persons of special faith; and 
if we, who are saved and sanctified, will be true 
to God and believe Him, He will, no doubt, also 
lead us out on some special line of distinguishing 
faith. 

The church needs men who, like Enoch of old, 
can walk with God in that wonderfully close touch 
with heaven, in communion and companionship 
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with Christ. We need men who are willing to 
condemn sin unsparingly, and definitely show 
forth the approaching judgment against sin, with- 
out compromise; who will preach hell in all its 
reality, and point the transgressor to “‘the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the world.” 
So do we need men who, like Abraham, will go 
out in God’s service without human support or 
backing from boards or committees; men who are 
not influenced by promise of salary or place of 
ease; but who will go out and let God take care 
of His own. Men who can trust God for the 
things that are not seen. We need men and 
women of prayer, who go before God with such 
earnestness and faith that they get answers just 
as really as Isaac was given to Abraham and Sa- 
rah in answer to prayer. Men who know how 
to pray and get answers. We need men who will 
trust God, like Moses, who, though before him 
was the throne of Egypt, which he would no doubt 
have received, and for all which he was well fitted, 
yet, for the sake of his religious principles, gave 
up all and took an humble place with the follow- 
ers of God. Men who will make any sacrifice, 
give up any place, position or salary, and take the 
most humble place, with affliction and persecu- 
tion; and who will esteem the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than any treasure. Men who will 
go through any trial or temptation, as Daniel, 
who trusted God to stop the mouths of the lions; 
or the three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace, 
when the violence of the flames was quenched. 
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Men who go through any testing without grumb- 
ling, or faultfinding, and come out in victory, 
without the smell of fire. These were all lives 
of faith. God wants us to be men and women 
of such faith that He may lead us, also, on special 
lines. We should be men and women of whom 
the world is not worthy; who are above the or- 
dinary. This will be by following on, by faith, 
to know God on whatever special line of service 
He may have for us. Let us so mind God and 
believe Him, that our lives may be lives of special 
blessing to those with whom we come in contact. 
God would have us enjoy a fulness of faith, in 
which we can trust Him for healing for the body, 
for the supply of temporal needs, for the care of 
our families, for means to carry on His work, for 
directions in all our service for Him, for success 
in all our christian work, and for the power of 
God upon us in all our relation to the church and 
the world. By trusting Him we learn to trust 
Him more. “Each victory will help you some 
other to win.” Let us trust God and press on till 
we reach the place where, like Stephen of old, we 
may be “full of faith.” It is our privilege. 

Let us follow on to know God in all His ful- 
ness, that we may ‘be men and women full of faith 
and the Holy Ghost. 


CHAPTER XV. 
LEADING. 


God wants to lead, absolutely, in every human 
life; and there is no place in life that brings sat- 
isfaction to the human being, except where he 
is absolutely led by God. There are four differ- 
ent ways of which we wish to speak, in which God 
leads. 

First, by the word of God; second, by the im- 
pressions of the Spirit; third, by providential cir- 
cumstances; and fourth, by a Spirit-guided judg- 
ment; or perhaps, in two or more of these ways 
united. God seeks to begin leading in our child- 
hood, and to continue as we come to the age of 
understanding. Even before we give our hearts 
to God, He not only seeks to lead, but often does 
so, even when we are not conscious of it. 

The first leading of God is when, in His infi- 
nite mercy, He seeks to draw us to Himself. That 
may begin by Christian parents dedicating the 
child to God, and teaching him God’s word; by the 
counsel of a faithful pastor, Sabbath-school teach- 
er, or some other Christian worker; or, it may be 
the providences of God being thrown about us to 
bring us under influences that will ‘be for our 
good, and tend towards our salvation. Though 
‘the soul, under these circumstances, may not be 
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conscious of the fact that God is leading, and may 
not intend that He should lead, yet, in after life, 
when he looks back over the past, he may readily 
see how the hand of God was over him. Many 
of us should be very thankful to God that we have 
been brought up in Christian homes, or in a Chris- 
tian community, or in a church where holiness is 
taught; or, because He at some time, in some mys- 
terious way, brought us into contact with some 
servant of His, or under some influence in which 
He had the opportunity to speak to our souls and 
strike conviction for sin down deep in our hearts. 
The first vivid understanding the soul may have 
of God’s leading, is when he becomes convinced of 
the fact that he is a sinner, and lost without Jesus 
Christ. This may have come through the faith- 
ful ministry of God’s servants. It may have come 
in answer to the prayers of a Christian mother, 
or the faithful counsel of a loving father. It may 
have come through sickness, or affliction, or acci- 
dent, or some financial calamity, or, perhaps, by 
the death angel coming into the home and taking 
a loved one. But let it come as it may, it is the 
work of God seeking to bring the soul to Himself. 
God may not send all things, but He overrules all. 
He may have been leading for years; but when 
conviction begins to sink deep into the soul, and 
the sinner feels that he is lost, and finds himself 
drawn by the infinite mercy of Jesus Christ from 
sin and its punishment, to a life of righteousness 
and peace, then is when he may begin to under- 
stand that God is dealing with his soul. The 
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surest conviction, and that which brings the most 
lasting results, is when the Spirit of God 
speaks to his heart, using the pungent truth of 
God’s word to show him his lost condition and his 
one hope in Jesus. That awful conviction for sin 
is from God, and evidence that He wants to lead. 
It is the Spirit of God who leads the sinner to Je- 
sus for salvation, breathes into his heart the spir- 
it of prayer and brings him to the place of full 
surrender; and who brings to his remembrance 
some of the faithful promises of God as recorded 
in His word, and enables him to grasp them by 
faith. It is also the Spirit of God who witnesses 
to his acceptance and speaks peace to his soul. 
When he becomes a child of God, it is by the prov- 
idences of God that he is brought under the in- 
fluences of holiness teachers, or, in some other 
way, is convinced of the fact that there is yet the 
carnal nature within his heart, and that there 1s 
deliverance from it by the baptism with the Holy 
Ghost. It is the Spirit of God that leads him to 
a place of dedication and prayer, reveals to him 
his privileges in Jesus Christ, enables him to 
grasp God’s promises, and that witnesses to the 
fact that he is sanctified wholly. In every step 
of salvation the soul is led by God’s word, Spirit 
and providence. But after one becomes a child 
of God, is saved and sanctified, we may question 
how he may know what he ought to do, and which 
way he ought to go, in the every day duties of 
life. There is no leading, whether by impress- 
ions, providences, or our own judgment, that has 
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any right whatever to go contrary to God’s word. 
Whatever is clearly declared in the Bible ought 
to be believed, accepted and obeyed without any 
further evidence whatever. Neither have we any 
right to accept as divine leading, anything that 
is not strictly in harmony with the teaching of 
God’s word. We have heard persons say, ““when 
I feel especially impressed that I should give a 
tenth of my income to God’s work, I will do so;” 
but no such evidence is needed, for God’s word 
plainly teaches it. Some have waited for special 
leading of the Spirit to pray or testify; but God’s 
word plainly says, ‘““Pray without ceasing;” ‘‘and 
be ready always to give an answer to every man 
that asketh you, a reason for the hope that is in 
you; and, “I will bless the Lord at all times.” If 
we are especially impressed to pray or testify, or 
if, in the providences of God, we have a suitable 
opportunity to do so, let us for no reason fail; but, 
according to God’s word, we do not need to wait 
for special impressions or opportunities, as an 
evidence that we should pray or testify. God’s 
word is true, and ought to be obeyed. Some child- 
ren of God have settled down and folded their 
arms, and do nothing for God and souls, saying 
that they have not been called; but that when 
they feel God wants them to do something, they 
will do it. If God especially leads to service be 
sure that you do not refuse to obey; but the very 
fact that you are a Christian implies service. I 
have no right to go to the house of God and sit 
and wait for God to give me a message for the 
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pecple; but, being a minister, I should earnestly 
ask God to give me a message for them. God 
does not gather the people together, and His min- 
ister with them, and then give no message of 
truth, but let the people go away disappointed. . 
A holy hush under the power of the Spirit is help- 
ful; but when God calls a man to preach He 
means that he shall preach; and it is the duty of 
the preacher to pray and study till he gets some- 
thing to give the people. If God gives you a spe- 
cial impression that you should deliver a certain 
message, do it; but the preacher who will sit 
with a gathered congregation of worshipers, and 
hungry souls, and have nothing to say, unless God 
tells him to keep quiet, ought to go to an altar of 
prayer. 

There are some lines on which God leads us, 
upon which the Bible is silent. ‘The Bible does 
not tell me where I am to live; what special work 
I am to do each day; whether I am called to the 
ministry, or to mission work; to the slums of some 
city, or to the jungles of a dark continent; and, 
therefore, on these things we are left to other 
ways of leading. As to our special work, we are 
usually led by the impressions of the Spirit. We 
have heard young men say that they had not de- 
cided whether they would enter the ministry, or 
the practice of medicine, or something else; as 
though it were a matter of their own choice. God 
leads in these things. The man who is not defi- 
nitely called of God to preach, has no business 
to enter the ministry; and the man who is called 


172 LEADING. 


of God, will fail and backslide if he does not obey. 
This leading usually comes by impressions of the 
Spirit—a consciousness down deep in the soul 
that this is your life work; and a real hungering 
of the inmost being to enter upon this service. 
The leading of the Spirit in this regard may be 
discarded and disobeyed; but, if so, it will invaria- 
bly bring defeat. While it mostly comes by an im- 
pression of the Spirit, the Spirit may first suggest 
it to the mind by the remark of a fellow Chris- 
tian; or by His providences; or it may even have 
begun, before you were born, or at the time of 
your birth, when God may have put it upon the 
hearts of your parents to dedicate you to Him, to 
bring you up and educate you for His service. 
We believe that our leading and call to definite 
lines of service often, in fact, usually, begin be- 
fore we are born; but so far as we are individu- 
ally concerned, God may first speak to us, in giv- 
ing us our call to some special line of service, by 
our being brought into contact with others, who 
either have, or are expecting to enter upon that 
line of service. Whatever we do, let us see to it 
that we are led by the Spirit of God in our de- 
cision as to what our life work shall be. 

But when we have accepted God’s call to some 
special line of service, and have entered upon its 
duties, let us see to it that in the every day con- 
duct of life, and in the little details, we are led by 
the Spirit of God. But there may not always be 
a clear impression of the Spirit as to what we 
should do, Proyidences may sometimes lead us; 
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but, let us remember, that providential leading 
cannot be wholly relied upon; for while provi- 
dences may sometimes indicate what we should 
do, and the leading may be correct, there may 
be other times when that which seems to be prov- 
idential, may only be the interferences and hin- 
drances of the enemy; and God will expect us to 
have sufficient courage and faith to ride over cir- 
cumstances and hindering causes, and go through 
to success. When we are led by providences, let 
us ‘be sure that they are providences, and not 
the efforts of the enemy to thwart God in His 
purpose in our life. 

There may also come times when you will be 
called upon to decide questions, and course of ac- 
tion, concerning which you can find nothing in 
God’s word, have no clear impression of the Spir- 
it, and are unable to see any providential indica- 
tions. Then what are we to do? God has given 
us judgment, and, while we are liable to mis- 
takes, yet it is wonderful how blessedly God leads 
us, when we ask Him to guide our judgment to 
keep us from mistakes. Carefully and prayer- 
fully weigh the matter in your own mind, and 
decide what you think is the right thing to do, 
and act accordingly. He says that He will guide 
the meek in judgment. If we in loving obedience 
to the will of God, seek to know His will, He will 
most wonderfully and blessedly lead us; and, 
while we do not claim infallibility in this life, 
yet it is remarkable how wonderfully the devout 
child of God may understand the will of God, and 
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do it. God is infallible, but we are poor, finite 
human beings; and in order that we may make 
a success of life, it is necessary that we shouid 
be definitely led of God; and if we study the word 
of God, seek to know the mind of the Spirit, look 
into His providential dealings with us, and ask 
Him to guide us in judgment, He will most won.-. 
derfully and blessedly lead us into a life of con- 
stant victory and sure success. 

If the will of God is clear, obey promptly. 
Prompt obedience cultivates an aptness to under- 
stand His leading. If His will is not clear, you 
had better not rush into a decision, nor jump at 
a conclusion, but weigh your impressions by the 
word of God, pray over your apparent providen- 
ces, and wait at the feet of Jesus till He makes 
His will plain. 

There is one more way, in addition to those 
mentioned above, in which God makes His will 
known; or, at least throws a safe-guard about us 
to keep us from making so many mistakes as we 
otherwise would do. That is by the counsel of 
others who know God. 

It is not given to one person to read the mind 
of God for another, and dictate as to what shall 
be his course of action; but “in the multitude of 
counselors there is safety.“ The advice of spir- 
itually minded people, in regard to what they be- 
lieve to be the will of God, should command our 
attention. It should have weight with us in 
reaching a decision. We are on dangerous ground 
when we disregard the suggestions of others, and 
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think we know more of the will of God, and can 
read His mind better than they. That indepen- 
dent spirit is often ruinous. 

We should be strong characters, with strong 
convictions, and not weaklings, with no mind of 
our own, who simply move at the dictations of 
others; but we must not become heady, and dis- 
regard the faithful counsel of the fathers and 
mothers in the church. They may be able to help 
us to understand the leading of the Lord. “Be 
ye subject one to another.” 

There is a wonderful sense in which we are 
individually responsible to God, and He leads us 
separately ; but there is another equally important 
sense in which He deals with the church as a 
whole; and we should be very careful about neg- 
lecting that which others of God’s children be- 
lieve to be our duty, or pursuing a course which 
is disapproved by them. Not that we should al- 
low ourselves to come into bondage to others; but 
the mind of the church should help us to know 
the mind of God. You may have to act directly 
contrary, at times, to the advice of others, in do- 
ing the will of the Lord; but, more frequently, 
it will be helpful to you to give due place in your 
mind to the voice of the church. The four meth- 
ods of leading first named are the most common; 
but this last one should not be forgotten. 

As our salvation depends upon our doing the 
will of God, let us seek in every possible way to 
know what it is, and then do it at whatever cost. 

Amen! 


CHAPTER XVI. 
GROWTH. 


God intends that His children shall grow in 
grace. The fact is very clear from various scrip- 
tural teachings. But the thought of growth is 
wonderfully misunderstood by many people, and 
made a .khindrance to them rather than a help, 
from the fact that they think they can, by growth 
come into an experience of grace. The scripture 
in no place suggests that we can grow into grace, 
but, “grow in grace.” There is no growth in 
grace before grace is received. A life cannot be 
developed until there is life; and there is no life 
before one is converted. There cannot possibly 
be any development that would bring one into a 
condition of grace. There must be grace before 
we can grow in it. Many have thought that by 
good works they can bring about a condition in 
their hearts that will merit favor with God; but 
this is a mistaken idea. The word of God very 
plainly tells us, “Salvation is not of works, lest 
any man should boast.” We are saved, not by 
the deeds of the law, but by grace. It is abso- 
lutely impossible for us to do anything that would 
bring us into favorable relationship with God. 
The science of evolution is weak, in that it teach- 
es that there is a development from a lower to a 
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higher sphere in life; but forgets that the lower 
never evolves into the higher, but by reaching up 
and taking hold of the higher. So it is impossi- 
ble that humanity, in its weakness and corruption, 
could do anything of itself that would bring spir- 
itual life into it. That alone can be done by hu- 
manity reaching up and by faith taking hold of 
Divinity. “Ye are made partakers of the divine 
nature.” There is no spontaneous spiritual life. 
We have heard of one would-be scientist who said 
that it is possible for life to be produced by the 
coming together of certain gases; but he thereby 
showed that he was ignorant of the science. We 
could not help wondering where the gases could 
get the power to come together to form life. Such 
thought is foolishness. So it is absurd for us ta 
think for a moment that there is anything in us 
that can in any way evolve, or be cultivated so 
as to produce spiritual life in the soul. Salvation 
is a miracle of grace. That is what Christ refer- 
red to when He said to Nicodemus, “‘Ye must be 
born again.” 

Some have said that there is a sense in which 
we are all divine. But there is no divine life 
whatever in us. When God created us He breathed 
into us the breath of life, and we became living 
souls, thus giving us eternal existence. The di- 
vine image was lost in the fall of Adam. There 
can be no divine life until it is implanted in the 
soul by a spiritual birth. This impartation is 
not that God in any sense imparts the nature of 
Deity to human beings; but His own life. We 
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repeat it, salvation is a miracle; an instantaneous 
work of grace, wrought in the soul by the sov- 
ereign power of the Holy Ghost, through the mer- 
its of the atoning blood of Jesus Christ. Spir- 
itual life cannot possibly come in any other way. 
And besides this, the condition of the soul before 
he is justified is one of guilt; and who ever heard 
of growing out of guilt. Some have said they 
will quit sinning; but the record of the life al- 
ready lived will stand on the books of heaven 
against them. ‘All have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God.” And though one might, if 
it were possible, stop sinning at a certain time, 
yet the sins of his life already past, would have 
to be answered for. There is no way for man 
to get rid of condemnation but by forgiveness; 
and there is no way to have the record of life 
changed in heaven, but by having it cancelled; 
and God never forgives sin and cancels the record 
of past life, unless the soul so fully ytelds to Him, 
and trusts Him, that He may change the life and 
keep him from sin, and impart a new life to the 
soul by the power of the Spirit. Then, with all 
our growth, or good works, there is absolutely no 
hope of becoming children of God, and meriting 
eternal life without the work of grace in our souls. 
It is a definite experience; as definite as natural 
birth. Not that which requires a great length of 
time. While it may require some time for the 
soul to come to the place of full surrender, and 
of prayer and faith; yet when God undertakes the 
work of salvation it requires but a moment. 
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There are those who believe that justification 
is a definite experience in grace, but that holiness, 
or sanctification, is by growth; and that the life 
which was imparted at justification can be cul- 
tivated until the heart becomes holy. It is a very 
common mistake among Christian professors to 
think that they can grow into holiness. Some 
have taught that sanctification is the growth, and 
that when one confesses Christ as his Savior, and 
begins to grow he is then sanctified. These teach- 
ings are unscriptural, and so are they unreasona- 
ble. Justification is an experience in which God 
forgives the past sins, imparts divine life, and re- 
stores the soul to the condition of a child; but the 
same sinful nature that is in the child at birth 
remains in the soul after it has been converted; 
and it is unreasonable for us to think that it is 
possible for us to grow that corrupt nature out 
of our hearts. This must be the work of the Holy 
Ghost. Who ever tried to grow the weeds out 
of his garden; or to grow the lice off his chick- 
ens; or to feed and clothe his body so well that 
there would be no need of taking a bath? All the 
cultivation that we can give our hearts can do 
nothing towards removing the corruption there- 
from. It is absolutely impossible for us to so live 
and work, and cultivate the grace already re- 
ceived, that it will produce the presence of the 
Holy Ghost within. This, too, must be a definite - 
experience. Salvation consists of three separate 
and distinct works of grace, or experiences: Jus- 
tification, which deals with our own committed 
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sins; Sanctification, which deals with the sinful 
nature in our hearts; and Glorification, which 
deals with the curse of sin upon our bodies. It 
is within our own power, and according to the 
promise of God, that we should come to God in 
this life and receive the first and second of these 
definite experiences; and that the third can be 
received only after death. There is no glorified 
perfection or infallibility this side of the grave. 
There is very little spiritual growth in the 
experience of justification, from the fact that the 
carnal nature, still abiding in the heart, is a con- 
stant hindrance to the development of the spir- 
intual life. God says, “The path of the just is as 
a shining light, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day;’ but, if one who is just walks 
“in the light as he is in the light,” we are told 
that ‘‘the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
him from all sin.” He who is freely justified will, 
if he obeys the Spirit and walks in the light, be 
led very promptly into the second definite work of 
grace; and while the growth in justification is 
small, because of the influence of that carnal na- 
ture within, he will very soon enter the experience 
of holiness of heart, which alone is the prime con- 
dition of the heart for growth. That nature 
which interferes with growth in grace cannot be 
grown out of the heart, but thank God, it can be 
destroyed and burned up by the fire of the Holy 
Ghost. It is the work of the Holy Ghost to pu- 
rify the heart. ‘All our own efforts to do it for 
ourselves only make things worse; but it, too, ag 
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justification, must be a miracle of grace wrought 
in the heart by the Holy Ghost, through the blood 
of Jesus Christ. 

Sanctification is the condition of heart in 
which the soul can grow. The hindering influ- 
ences of carnality are gone, and the Holy Ghost 
has full possession, leading the soul, and teaching 
it the truths of God, and developing it in Chris- 
tian character as He wills. But purity does not 
mean maturity. There are many lessons to be 
learned, and blessings to be received by the soul 
that is sanctified wholly. The baptism with the 
Holy Ghost is once for always, unless He should 
be grieved away; but special anointing brings 
special blessing, and thereby the soul grows. The 
apostles at one time, after Pentecost, prayed for 
special boldness, and God answered. The Holy 
Ghost came to supply that special need. The 
building was shaken, and they were blessed and 
made stronger in the Lord. 

This is called standing grace; yet there must 
be development in that experience in order that 
the soul may become more and more established 
in holiness. This requires lessons from God; the 
unfolding of new truths; the revealing of new 
light. Souls have sometimes become confused 
right here; and when, after they were sanctified, 
something new came into their lives, they have 
’ thought that they must consecrate anew to give 
that to God. Consecration is the giving of every- 
thing once for always, and need not be repeated ; 
but when we make our consecration it includes 
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both the known and the unknown. At any time 
in the future when new light shall come, instead 
of making a new consecration, we should simply 
accept the new light, place the unknown over on 
the known and go on. Many a soul, when the 
dedication was made, felt their life work would 
be in the ministry or in the mission field; but 
there are others to whose minds the thought of 
different lines of service was not suggested; and 
after a while when God called them to the minis- 
try, or to the mission field, they have thought they 
must consecrate themselves anew to that service; 
or, reconsecrate. We should not consecrate our- 
selves to a work, or a special field of service, but 
to God. There is no need of reconsecration if 
we do not take our offering off the altar; but 
when the sanctified child of God is led by the 
Spirit to the place where he feels that God calls 
him to some definite line of work, he simply needs 
to accept it as new light, say yes to God, and 
walk in it. This obedience brings blessing. ‘‘Each 
victory will help you, some other to win.” Upon 
each occasion when we walk in the light, God 
gives us more light; and every blessing enlarges 
the heart, and the capacity to receive more light, 
and greater blessing. Thus the soul goes on de- 
veloping in the things of God. This new light 
may come to us through God’s word, or through 
the impression of the Spirit, or in some other © 
way; but in whatsoever way it should come, it 
always brings a blessing, if we obey. If we obey 
promptly it is more easy to understand the voice 
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of God the next time; and so our spiritual insight 
becomes very acute, and the blessings of God are 
poured upon our souls. 

Purity of heart does not mean a perfect head, 
nor infallible judgment; and often, people whom 
we have reason to believe enjoy the experience of 
holiness, lacked in judgment and have been rather 
crude in their general conduct and appearance; 
but if they follow God closely He in some way 
wonderfully teaches them on these lines, and it is 
marvelous how careful, considerate and wise, even 
these may become in the service of God. When 
the experience of holiness is received, the sou! 
will give up everything that will be displeasing to 
God so far as he has light; but there may be left 
in the life practices that to others may seem 
wrong. They usually give up their ungodly com- 
panionship, and jewelry; but we have known oth- 
ers who seem to be clearly sanctified, who did not 
see these things; and in after days, God in His 
long suffering and patience, showed them the 
wrong, and they gave them up. If there should 
be hesitation, and refusal to follow God when 
light is given, darkness will come; but if we obey 
promptiy, He will wonderfullv teach on all iines 
of associations, dress, and general attitude to- 
wards the church and the world; and we believe 
that every sanctified soul will, sooner or later, be 
led into an experience of modesty in dress and 
consistency in conduct. It is not every sanctified 
one that sees the wrong in wearing jewelry, and 
following the fashions of the world in dress, at 
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the time they receive the blessing; but if they fol- 
low God ere long they will see it. And in obey- 
ing God, when they receive light, there come great 
blessing and development of spiritual life and 
Christian character. Every soul when sanctified 
makes a consecration, in which he, or she, is will- 
ing to suffer anything for Jesus’ sake; but not 
every one, even of those who have made this con- 
secration, understands these things when they 
come into the life; so that sometimes, in sorrow, 
sickness, or financial reverses, even God’s holy, 
sanctified children do not rest in the sweet calm- 
ness of soul that it is their privilege to do. God 
must teach them special lessons on these lines. 
Grace does not make us hard-hearted, so that we 
do not feel when our loved ones are taken from 
us, or when testings come. The more we have of 
the grace of God, the more tender-hearted we will 
be; but the grace of God enables us to bear up 
in the hour of trial, with the greatest fortitude 
and calmness of soul. While the tear of sorrow 
rolls down the cheek, the joy of salvation wells up 
in the soul; and we remember the promise, “All 
things work together for good to them that love 
God;” and, “surely he doeth all things well.” Paul 
spoke of taking joyfully the spoiling of goods. 
There is a place in grace, where we may be most 
wonderfully kept in the most severe trial. God 
many times removes temptation, sorrow, sick- 
ness, or financial reverses in answer to prayer; yet 
there are other times when the testings are per- 
mitted to come, and God speaks to our souls in 
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it, and overrules to our good. When Paul plead 
for the removing of the “thorn in the flesh,” God 
answered by saying, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee.” We often find that the greatest trials 
bring the greatest blessings; and when the trial 
is over we are stronger spiritually, and know God 
better than we ever knew Him before. Though 
friends may seem to forsake us, and we stand 
alone, the very absence of others on whom to lean, 
will draw us closer to Jesus Christ. The tree that 
stands alone upon the hilltop is shaken by the 
storm more severely than the one that is sur- 
rounded by others in the forest; but every storm 
only causes the roots to grow deeper into the 
earth, and it becomes a stronger tree than it pos- 
sibly could were it protected by others. So we 
are all made the stronger by being caused to lean 
alone on God. 

We believe in divine healing, and certainly 
no one, who accepts God’s word as true, can deny 
that it is taught therein; but there may be times, 
when we may, for some reason, be unable to grasp 
it; but if we are not healed, God gives us the most 
blessed assurance of His presence in the hour of 
suffering. God supplies our needs if we ask Him 
to do so, and trust Him; but sometimes we get the 
greatest blessings of our lives when we seem to 
have little of temporal goods. We are driven to 
God’s word for a promise and read, “Ye are of 
more value than many sparrows;” and, ‘one of 
them shall not fall on the ground without your 
Father.” And again, ‘My God shall supply all 
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your need according to His riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus.” All these testings only deepen us 
in faith, and strengthen us in grace; and if we 
are true to God under all circumstances of life, 
He will develop us into men and women of God, 
in whose lives there may be constant and complete 
victory all the time. God has commanded us to 
“grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.” Avoid everything that 
will hinder spiritual growth, and take advantage 
of things that ‘will bless you. Feed upon His 
word; trust His promises; let Him lead. Obey 
Him fully, and let Him train, and feed, and sub- 
due, and develop, as He may please; that we may 
become the strong men and women of God that 
we should be. There is but one place in Scrip- 
ture where we are promised a relation to God in 
which we shall not backslide; that is when we 
give diligence to add to the grace already in our 
hearts. See 2nd Peter 1:5-11. 


CHAPTER XVII. 
PRAYER. 


The life of one who has tarried for, and re- 
ceived the incoming of the Holy Ghost, is a life of 
prayer. It brings the soul into such close rela- 
tionship with God, that his real delight is to com- 
mune with Him. The soul who knows God in all 
His fulness so much enjoys talking and walking 
with Him in sweet companionship, that he would 
rather do that than anything else he can do. He 
lives in an atmosphere of prayer. Not only does 
he pray because he wants to pray, but because he 
realizes that he needs to pray. In every experi- 
ence in life one needs to pray constantly. “Watch 
and pray lest ye enter into temptation;” “Pray 
without ceasing;’ “In everything with prayer 
and thanksgiving, let your request be made known 
unto God.” You cannot get along without pray- 
er. ‘As ye have, therefore, received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in him.” And, as ye re- 
ceived Him by prayer and faith, so your daily 
Christian life will be one of prayer and faith. It 
is important that you should learn that it is es- 
sential to your Christian life for you to live in 
constant communion with God. The more you 
pray, the more you will want to pray, and the 
greater delight you will have in prayer. And not 
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only so, but the more praying you do, the easier 
it will be to live a Christian life, and serve God. 

There is a text of Scripture in Ecclesiastes 
10:10 that says, “If the iron be blunt, and he do 
not whet the edge, then must he be put to more 
strength.” One great reason that many people 
are weak in faith, and quickly stumble and fall 
from grace, or find the service of God difficult, is, 
that they do not pray as they ought, and as much 
as they ought. The sharper the instrument the 
more easily can your labor be performed. 

If you examine an edged tool carefully, you 
will find that it is part made of iron and part of 
steel. A man may have an ax made only of iron; 
and while it would be an ax, yet it would not bea 
tool to which you could give a keen edge at all, 
and the edge it may have would not last. A very 
little usage, and the edge would be turned over; 
but after the iron part, the head of the ax, has 
been made, it should go through another process, 
in which another part, which is the steel edge, is 
added. This is the Second Blessing. Adding the 
steel edge does not make two axes of it, but simply 
adds to the ax already in hand that which is not 
only susceptible to a keen edge, but which will re- 
tain an edge. The steel is tempered by use of 
intense heat and oil; and the better it is tempered, 
the keener the edge it will be possible for it to 
have, and the longer it will hold the edge. But 
even with the best of material, and the sharpest 
edge, it is very important that it should be whet 
frequently in order that it might hold the edge. 
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You would not go out to chop wood with only 
the handle of an ax. It would be foolishness to 
try it. The labor would be too hard, and no work 
accomplished; and yet thousands of people have 
gone out professing to serve God, who, in reality, 
have no Christian experience whatever. They 
have a handle, that is, they are members of the 
church, and spend their time in cooking weak 
oyster soup, giving church entertainments, or, 
possibly, begging money for the pastor’s salary; 
and they may think they are doing real service 
for God, but it is only beating the air. Nothing 
is being accomplished; and the one who is thus 
laboring is only wearing himself out. How much 
people need to learn that, just as really as a man 
must have a tool in order to perform labor, so in 
the church of Christ one must have an actual 
Christian experience to do service for God. We 
have seen some of these people signing Christian 
Endeavor pledges, putting forth great effort to 
keep the pledge, busying themselves about church 
work, taking interest in the Sabbath school, and 
many other things; thinking they are already 
God’s children; or, that by doing this service, they 
may work themselves up into a relationship with 
God, that will commend them to Him; but all such 
efforts are vain. It is possible that it may have 
a moral influence, or be of intellectual benefit to 
some; but if one would do real service for God, he 
must have a definite relationship with God, by a 
definite, positive experience of grace wrought in 
his heart by the power of the Holy Ghost. The 
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man who has the iron ax head is a thousand fold 
better off than the man who is pounding about 
with an old handle. He may be able to do some 
real work, but his service is laborious. His tool 
will not retain an edge. So the man who has 
given his heart to God, and has become a child 
of His by the regeneration of his soul, can do real 
service for God. A man who is really justified 
can, and does, serve God. If his experience is 
genuine, there will be some real, genuine work 
done; but we are so glad to tell you, that provision 
has been made through the blood of Jesus Christ, 
by the power of the Holy Ghost, for you to have 
added to your experience that which is to your 
Christian life what the steel edge is to the ax. 
Just as truly as the ax must have a second defi- 
nite experience, in which the work of fire is very 
prominent, so you must have the second, definite, 
positive work of grace, in which the work and fire 
of the Holy Ghost figure very prominently. You 
have a real experience when you are converted, 
but you have a much more satisfactory experience 
when to your conversion is added the second defi- 
nite work of grace, known as holiness of heart. 
In one, the Holy Ghost is with you; but in the 
other, He is in you. In one, you have peace with 
God; in the other, the peace of God rules in your 
heart. The more highly you are tempered with 
the fire of God, and the oil of the Holy Ghost, the 
more satisfactory will your service for God be and 
the greater work can be accomplished. If the 
steel is of the coarser grade, the edge will be brit- 
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tle and often break off, leaving nicks and corners 
along the edge of the tool; so some people, who 
seem to have a blessed Christian experience, are 
composed of a coarser material; and, though they 
seem to do well, and serve God for a while with 
ease and delight, yet they come to a time when 
they snap off short, and their work thereafter is 
unsatisfactory. If you have an ax with a keen 
edge of steel, you can labor with much greater 
ease than if you have but the iron ax head; so, 
if you have a heart cleansed from sin and filled 
with the Holy Ghost, you can serve God with more 
real delight than you otherwise can. 

It makes no difference what kind of an edge 
you have on a tool, how well it may be tempered, 
and how sharp it may be, it will need frequently 
to be whet. So in your Christian experience; even 
though you may have the best, you will need con- 
stantly to pray. As my father used to tell me 
when I was learning to shear sheep, that there 
was no time lost in whetting, so Christian people 
need to learn that time spent in prayer is not 
wasted. I have seen men try to shear sheep with 
but little whetting; when the edge of the tool 
would become dull, and the service laborious. As 
they would close the shears they would work their 
jaws, twist their bodies, and give indication of 
general hard service; but if they had only taken 
a little time to whet, they would have done the 
work with ease. Many a child of God allows du- 
ties, possibly those which are right in themselves, 
to so occupy his mind, that he does not take time 
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to pray; and, as he goes out to work for God, 
there is a general effort of his whole being to 
make things go. He would get through with his 
daily duty and Christian work much easier if he 
would take more time to pray. 

Some people do not take proper care of an 
edged tool, and, therefore, do not get from it the 
service of which it is really capable of doing. 
Father used to warn me to be careful not to strike 
nails when using an ax or hatchet; and when 1 
have become careless, and disregarded his warn- 
ing, and would strike the edge of a tool into ma- 
terial of some kind upon which it was not sup- 
posed to be used, I have found that the edge was 
caused to become nicked and rough; and thereaf- 
ter, if I did not grind out the roughness, I would 
always find a roughness upon the surface where 
I had used the tool. 

An edged tool should not be exposed to the 
weather; so, if you have a blessed Christian ex- 
perience, be careful that you do not only retain 
it, but that you grow in grace, by strict obedience 
to God, and careful and prayerful care of that 
which God has given you. You can not retain a 
keen Christian experience, and run into the af- 
fairs of the world. There are places where an 
edged tool has no business to be; so there are 
things into which you as a Christian have no bus- 
iness whatever to enter. Many of God’s dear 
children are not careful where they go, what they 
do, or what they say; and, thereby produce nicks 
in their experience, and roughness in their Chris- 
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tian life; so that, whenever they undertake to 
serve God, they leave the nicks of their own 
roughness. There is only one way to get rid of 
the nicks and roughness of the edge, and that is to 
stop and take time to grind them out. In cases 
where the damage to the tool has been too great, 
it may become necessary to upset the tool; or, in 
other words, to send it back and put it through 
the fire experience once more. So, if the edge of 
your Christian experience has become uneven, 
there is no way for you to come back to a smooth, 
sharp experience, but by taking time to pray. By 
earnest prayer, bring your soul back into fullness 
with Him. In cases where the contact with the 
world has been so great that the soul has so far 
backslidden as to lose victory, it will require a 
repetition of the work of the fire of the Holy Ghost 
in the soul. 

There is no time lost in whetting; and the time 
spent in prayer is by no means wasted time. Keep 
away from the things of the world, and from 
coming in contact with that which would produce 
a roughness and unsatisfactoriness in your Chris- 
tian life; and pray much and earnestly. God will 
constantly keep you sharp in your experience. 
There are a great many people pounding around 
with handles of tools, and others bruising things 
off with iron ax heads; but the great need of the 
church and the world, is for men who accomplish 
much for God and souls, by having their Christian 
experience so sharp and keen that they do not 
only do much service, but do it with ease, and 


194 PRAYER. 


leave the surface smooth. We need men and 
women who are not only saved and sanctified, but 
who are also men and women of prayer. Pray 
much; pray in secret; have times when you go 
by yourself alone in your closet and talk with 
God. Not only talk with God, but give God the 
chance to talk with you. Have a family altar. 
Pray every day with your family gathered about 
you, and teach them to pray. Pray in public. 
Learn to talk with God in a public congregation. 
Do not only pray in your secret closets, and at 
your family altar, and in the public congregation, 
but live in a constant spirit of prayer. As you 
go about your duty, whether in business or pleas- 
ure, let your heart be constantly lifted to God in 
prayer. Even when your lips do not move, let 
there be communion between your soul and God. 
It will be a blessing to you as you pray in your 
closet, to get on your knees and with your Bible 
open before you, lift your face to God. Pray for 
power upon you in your gospel work. Pray over 
your business, and your pleasure. Ask God to 
supply your needs, spiritual, physical, temporal, 
and in every other way. Pray over the little 
things of life, as well as the big things. Ask Him 
for grace for every trial. Tell Him the deepest 
secrets of your life, that you feel you cannot tell 
to any human being. Kneel at your bed and pray 
morning and night. Pray when you awake in the 
night. Pray without ceasing. Live in commun- 
ion with God. Ask His leading and blessing in 
everything you do. Prayer not only brings a re- 
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flex blessing upon the petitioner, but it moves 
God. It is a part of the divine plan. The min- 
istry of intercession is a great one. 

Do not be selfish and pray only for your own 
interests; pray for others. Pray for the church; 
for your pastor; for the evangelist. Pray for 
that one who has much responsibility to carry. 
Pray for those who are being tempted and tried; 
and who are sick ; and the one who is discouraged, 
or has fallen by the way. “Pray for your ene- 
mies,” and the one who has wronged you. Pray 
for the backslider, and the one who is deep in sin. 
Pray for the foreign and city missionaries. Pray 
for the heathen, and the outcasts of earth; for the 
drunkard and the harlot. Pray for the young 
people, and for the old folks. Pray for those 
whom God has called to active service. Pray for 
those who are attending college. Pray especially 
for those whom the Holy Spirit ‘has especially put 
upon your heart. Pray for the prayer meeting, 
and the young people’s meeting, the Sunday 
school, the missionary meeting and the preaching 
service. 

It may be well for you to make out a list of 
persons and interests for which you should pray, 
and take that list before the Lord frequently. 
Paul wrote to the Romans, the Ephesians, the 
Thessalonians, and to Philemon that he made 
mention of them in his prayers; and to Timothy, 
that without ceasing, he had remembrance of him 
in his prayers. Pray earnestly. Hold on to God. 
He is not slow to answer, yet He teaches impor- 
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tunate prayer. Do not tease God, but intercede 
ata throne of grace. As you pray believe. Trust 
God. ‘What things soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them.” ‘Ask, and ye shall receive.” ‘“‘Whatso- 
ever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do.” But 
be sure you are asking in the will of God. 

Ask others to unite in prayer with you. In 
union there is strength. “If two of you shall 
agree on earth as touching anything that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven.” It is good for a whole con- 
gregation to unite in prayer. It may be well to 
appoint a special day for prayer and, perhaps, 
fasting, when the people of God may meet and 
spend time together upon their knees. Some- 
times it is good to form praying bands. 

I sometimes think we do not know a tithe of 
what we should about prayer. Let us pray more 
than we have in the past. ‘Lord teach us to 
pray.” 


CHAPTER XVIII. 
BIBLE STUDY. 


The Bible is God’s word, and His message of 
truth to human beings with whom He has to deal. 
It is divinely inspired, and infallibly true as 
originally given, and should be studied with the 
thought of understanding what God thas to say to 
us; for above all others, this is the one most 
important way in which God speaks to human be- 
ings. It is a book of wondrous beauty, and one 
that has never been equaled in any other volume 
that has ever been written. No man has ever 
yet been able to prove it as untrue, or as contra- 
dicting itself, or as contradictory to any other 
line of truth. 

If men should come together, one from each 
state of the Union, each bringing with him a piece 
of marble, and these, when placed together, would 
form a beautiful statue, the natural conclusion 
would be that some one man had been at the head 
of it all. So, when men have written, and these 
writers have lived in different ages, unknown 
many of them to each other, under different cir- 
cumstances and upon different planes of life, and 
yet, when what they have written is brought to- 
gether, and so beautifully fits and forms a com- 
plete volume that fully harmonizes from be- 

(197) 


198 BIBLE STUDY. 


ginning to end, we most naturally conclude that 
one mind must have been at the head of it all. 
Men have sometimes thought that they have found 
mistakes and contradictions, but this was only 
because they were ignorant of the word itself, or 
of the circumstances and conditions under which 
it was spoken or written. Science has sometimes 
declared that some parts of it were untrue, but 
to us it is a beautiful thought that today the sci- 
ences which seem to contradict God’s word are 
remarkably changing; and while God’s word re- 
mains the same, science is falling into line and 
harmonizing with what God teaches in the Bible. 
The Bible should be accepted as true; not only 
that parts of it are true, but that it is true as a 
whole. And while men may desire to cut out 
parts of it, and leave out those things which they 
cannot understand, and explain away those things 
that do not harmonize with their way of thinking 
or living; yet it is true. 

God sent a message to the king in the time of 
Jeremiah written upon a roll; but because there 
was that in it which was unpleasant to the king, 
his life not corresponding therewith, Jehudah cut 
it with a penknife and threw it into the fire. So 
today there are men who would cut out parts, or 
even the whole of God’s word, and destroy it. 
In many cases it is not so much that they believe 
that the Bible is not true, but because their lives 
do not measure up to the standard held up there- 
in. And then, too, many people do not accept 
the Scripture as true, because they do not un- 
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derstand it. How foolish! In reality this is one 
of the strongest evidences that the Scriptures are 
true; for if a man could readily understand with 
his poor, finite mind, we might conclude that man 
had written it; but from the very fact that the 
Scripture is plain, and yet covers such depths of 
thought that man cannot understand it all, we are 
driven to the conclusion that some higher mind, 
and deeper thought than that of human beings, 
must have been engaged to prepare it. And, 
while it was written by Moses, the prophets, the 
Psalmist and many others, yet these were only 
God’s stenographers, and He Himself dictated by 
direct inspiration the message that He wanted 
contained therein. Man makes a mistake when 
he accepts only what he can understand. 

And besides this, if man could understand it 
all, he would soon complete the course and gradu- 
ate from the old book and lay it on the shelf; but 
God’s word is simple and plain, and yet so deep in 
thought, that man may read, and study, and pon- 
der and read again, and reread the third time, 
and on; and every time get some new truth. It 
is an inexhaustible volume of truth. It is God’s 
message. It should be accepted as such, and every 
word contained therein received as coming from 
God, without question in regard to it. It is ex- 
ceedingly unsafe to study it in any other way. If 
we admit in our mind the possibility of a ques- 
tion as to the inspiration of God’s word, and 
truthfulness of its message, we only throw our- 
selves open to the attacks of the enemy that would 
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lead us into skepticism and confusion. When God 
speaks, we ought to accept the message. The 
“Thus saith the Lord” of Scripture, should be ac- 
cepted without explanation, and without asking 
why, or wherefore. 

Some have believed that God’s word is too 
sacred to study; and, as a result, have gone 
through this world with comparatively little in- 
formation of God’s message to us; and have, pos- 
sibly, died unsaved and in ignorance of Scripture; 
but we should remember that we are positively 
commanded of God in several different places to 
study the Bible. In one place He says, “Search 
the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eter- 
nal life; and they are they which testify of me.” 
And Paul wrote to Timothy saying, “Study to 
show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” We might quote other passages, 
but this is sufficient to prove to us that it is God’s 
will that we should study the Bible. 

Some have refused to study because they can- 
not understand, and it seems to be a dark book 
to them; but this, in the majority of cases, is due 
to the fact that the reader is studying in his own 
strength, and not asking God to unfold the truth 
to him. “No Scripture is of any private inter- 
pretation,” and the things of God cannot be un- 
derstood by human learning, “for they are spirit- 
ually discerned.” The man who would under- 
stand God’s word must study it prayerfully and 
reverently, asking God to reveal its truths to his 
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understanding; for there is a real knuwledge that 
is deeper than the intellect. Man can understand 
God’s truths through the revelation of the Spirit, 
but cannot possibly grasp it with his limited men- 
tal capacity. If God’s word seems to you to be 
hard to understand, do not lay it aside and refuse 
to read it, but pray that much the more that God 
may teach you; and you will find that its pages 
will shine with divine truth by the illumination 
of the Spirit. One great mistake made by many 
people on this line is in believing that we should 
study parts of the Bible and leave other parts. 
Not infrequently do they say to us, that we should 
not study prophecy; for that is left in the hands 
of God, and we should not bother our minds about 
it. But the very fact that God has put it in as 
part of the word is sufficient evidence that we 
should study it. And, while we do not believe in 
speculation, and grave mistakes have been made 
by people guessing at things which are yet future, 
there are yet many truths of God’s word in proph- 
ecy, that are plain and clear, as the Spirit unfolds 
it to our understanding. 

Some have refused to bother themselves con- 
cerning the second coming of Christ, the millen- 
nium and eternal judgment. But the fact that 
God has told us that Jesus would come again and 
reign upon the earth for a thousand years, and 
that He will judge the world, ought to be sufficient 
reason for us to study the prophecy of the Script- 
ures to ascertain the signs of God concerning 
these things. Do not guess at it, nor speculate 


202 BIBLE STUDY. 


upon it, but study it to know what God has to say 
in regard to it. There are blessed messages of 
divine truth for us in all parts of the Bible, both 
in types and shadows, the history and prophecy, 
and all other parts. We stand responsible before 
God if we refuse to study them. 

Some have refused to study God’s word be- 
cause there is in it that which they do not like; 
that which would correct their way of living and 
thinking; and that, which if obeyed, would change 
their whole conduct of life; and which they know, 
if refused, condemns them, and places them un- 
der the eternal judgment of God. Therefore, they 
willingly and purposely keep themselves ignorant 
of the truths of God’s word, thinking that by so 
doing they can clear themselves of responsibility. 
But the man who lives in willful ignorance is as 
responsible before God as the man, who, though 
informed, lives in willful rebellion against God’s 
commands. We have no right to refuse to under- 
stand God’s word; and if our lives do not measure 
up to its precepts, do not let us cast it aside; but, 
on the other hand, let us search its columns, that 
we may find how we should live, and to know 
what provision God has made whereby we may 
live as He commanded. God makes no demand 
of human beings, but that with it He makes pro- 
vision that, by His grace, they may live as He 
requires. 

Some have refused to study God’s word be- 
cause it deals with some delicate subjects. But 
this, we believe, is only a false modesty ; for while 
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God’s word does deal with the practical things of 
every day life, it so beautifully puts it, that the 
most delicate and modest mind may read, and, if 
the heart is pure, it will not arouse impure 
thoughts. 

We have sometimes been asked, “How shall I 
study the Bible?” This is a practical question, 
and one on which we might offer some suggest- 
ions. First, we believe that it is a good plan to 
begin at the first of the Bible and read regularly 
through; and as you pass over it verse by verse, 
continually ask God to teach you the lesson that 
He would have you learn; and when your mind 
seems to be fastened upon some special thought, 
or some particular verse, stop and think it over 
and reread it; and as God blesses you in that, pass 
on to some other thought. Remember the chap- 
ter and verse divisions as given in St. James’ ver- 
sion were not in the original, but were supplied 
by the translators. Therefore, read the books as 
chapters and the Bible as one volume. 

Study to know who wrote the book, or a chap- 
ter as we call it; under what circumstances, and 
when, and where, and to whom it was written. 
Remember the different books were not written 
in point of time, in the order in which they are 
given; thus many of the prophecies were written 
before some of the historical books, and yet they 
appear in the volume after the others. Study to 
find the relation that one sustains to the other; 
and when you have thus read it through, read it 
again. Do not read it and re-read it thus, to 
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boast of how many times you have read the Bible 
through, but read it consecutively that you may 
be able to understand the volume as a whole, and 
the relation the chapters sustain to each other. 
Then study it topically; for instance, take faith, 
love, or some other theme, and by the use of a 
Bible text book or topical index, a Bible dictionary 
and a complete concordance, seek to understand 
all you can in regard to that subject as brought 
out in the different parts of the Bible. Let the 
Bible explain itself, and study, not only what the 
Seriptures may say in different places in regard 
to the subject in hand, but when reading a text, 
read also the context, and seek to know the con- 
ditions under which it was spoken. It may be 
helpful to you to use a practical commentary, and 
to read Edersheim’s history of the Jews, Mackin- 
tosh on the Pentateuch, Seiss on the Apocalypse, 
and the prophecies of Daniel, and others. Read 
books that are written on special topics of scrip- 
tural truths; especially those on holiness and the 
second coming of Christ. But as you use these 
helps, use them only as suggestive, remembering 
that you cannot accept any book, or commentary 
as absolutely true, but the Bible. And also re- 
member that many of these authors, thougn giv- 
ing items of history accurately, are not themselves 
men who experience holiness, and, therefore, are 
not capable of rightly teaching Scripture. 
Pick from them that which harmonizes with 
God’s word and helps you to understand its 
and reject that which does not. Do not 
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read books, or study the commentaries that are 
known to be skeptical, unless you are sufficiently 
established in grace to understand it, and then 
with sufficient prejudice in mind to throw a safe- 
guard about you to prevent you from accepting 
that which is untrue; and even then, never read 
or ponder such books except it be for the purpose 
of understanding the attacks of the enemy, that 
you may be better able to warn others against 
them, and to present the truth. Especially would 
we recommend to every Bible student to read 
carefully, holiness literature. 

Do not study your Bible for the sake of argu- 
ment, that you may be able to prove your point. 
This invariably produces skepticism. Study the 
Bible that you may know the truth as it is in 
Jesus Christ. Do not for a moment try to bring 
God’s word down to your way of thinking, but 
think as God’s word teaches. Open your heart 
to the conviction of truth, and seek to know it. 
Feed upon it. Do not necessarily read only that 
which seems to bring the greatest blessing to your 
soul, for there are different passages of Scripture 
that God has especially used to be made a blessing 
to us; but if you should get a special blessing 
from reading and studying one part of the Script- 
ure on one occasion, that is no evidence that you 
shall get the same blessing from it the next time 
you read it; and if you do not get the same bless- 
ing as before, do not feel discouraged. If some 
part of the Scripture seems to have no especial 
blessing in it for you upon reading, this is no evi- 
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dence that it will not at another time; and it 
may be at some future reading, that same Script- 
ure which previously seemed to be dark and heavy 
may be full of life and delight to your soul. Study 
God’s word. Make it the rule of your life to read 
some part of it every day. Ponder upon it and 
think it over; make it the habit of your life to 
read and re-read; and as you receive new light 
from it, walk in it. The more you walk in the 
light that God gives, and the more you obey the 
truth of God, the more God will give you to un- 
derstand His truth. 

Study it verse by verse, and compare Scripture 
with Scripture. Study the lives of certain Bible 
characters. Get your heart filled with it. Com- 
mit verses to memory. Read it in secret. Read 
it at your family altar, with your household about 
you. Take your Bible to church, prayer meeting 
and Sunday school and turn to the lesson text 
used. 

Read, ponder, reason, pray. In every way 
possible get into the word of God, and get it into 
you. Live by it. Cherish it. Love it. It is 
God’s message to you. 


CHAPTER XIX. 
TEMPTATION. 


The devil is what he is because he rebelled 
against God. Every sinner is what he is because 
the has taken part in the devil’s rebellion. Salva- 
tion takes the sinner out of the ranks of rebellion, 
makes a saint of him, and puts him into the army 
of obedient followers of God. The devil seeks, 
not only to hold all he can in his ranks, but to 
influence, by any manner of means, all he can of 
those who are saved, to revolt, and again join the 
army of rebels. He is areal personal devil, a fal- 
len arch-angel; the avowed enemy of God and all 
that is good. He is the author of all sin and its 
consequent sorrow, disappointment, pain, sick- 
ness and death. He seeks to wreck and ruin every 
soul, not that he loves men, for he will hold them 
in “everlasting contempt;”’ but that he may de- 
stroy them and rob God of their fellowship, and 
the glory due Him from their lives. He will ac- 
complish this in any possible way; usually by de- 
ception. ‘For the is a liar and the father of it.” 

Testings or trials of faith may come from the 
Lord, but temptations never. Testings from the 
Lord are given in love for our good, that we may 
better know ourselves and Him; that He may sub- 
due and train us, and teach us lessons in humility, 
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submission, trust and obedience. Their purpose 
is to bring us closer to our Heavenly Father. 
While the Lord may try the faith of His children, 
as He did that of Abraham, He never tempts 
them to evil; “For God cannot be tempted with 
evil, neither tempteth he any man; but every man 
is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
lust and enticed.” The devil entices men. Ev- 
ery temptation comes from him, either directly or 
indirectly. The Lord seeks to change every temp- 
tation of the devil into a blessing. The devil 
seeks to turn every trial of faith into a tempta- 
tion. 

Let us prayerfully wait at the feet of Jesus in 
every trying experience, and ask to know its 
source. If from the Lord, just submit and trust. 
“We glory in tribulations also; knowing that trib- 
ulation worketh patience; and patience, experi- 
ence; and experience, hope; and hope maketh not 
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us.” “For our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory.” But if your 
trial proves to be from the devil, then treat it as 
a temptation. Nestle close to Jesus and lay your 
head upon His bosom. Commit the keeping of 
your soul to Him that judgeth righteously. ‘‘Yield 
not to temptation.” ‘Resist the devil and he will 
flee from you.” ‘Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walk- 
eth about, seeking whom he may devour; whom 
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resist steadfast in the faith.” Tell Jesus all about 
the temptation. Acknowledge your weakness, 
and trust His power. ‘Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he will sustain thee.’ Remember His 
promises; trust His loving care. ‘For in that he 
himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able 
to succor them that are tempted.” “For we have 
not an high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” ‘There 
hath no temptation taken you but such as is com- 
mon to man; but God is faithful, who wrfl not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way of 
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” ‘The 
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations.” 

Not only will Jesus keep His child in the hour 
of temptation, but He will overrule the tempta- 
tion to make it a blessing. He says, “All things 
work together for good to them that love God.” 
“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying 
of your faith worketh patience.” ‘Greatly re- 
joicing, though now for a season, if need be, ye 
are in heaviness through manifold temptations; 
that the trial of your faith, being much more pre- 
cious than gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honor 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 
“Bach victory will help you some other to win.” 

The devil begins his work before the person 
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becomes a Christian, even in infancy; yea more, 
before the child is born. He seeks to get into the 
child a bad inheritance of bad blood. There is 
more in heredity than some folks think. He 
seeks to place a bad influence about the child, that 
he may form false notions of God and divine 
things, and permit himself to be bound by bad 
habits. This is done that he may make it harder 
for the child to ever break away from him to be- 
come a Christian; and, also, that he may thereby 
exert a worse influence over others. The only 
reason all unsaved people are not much more 
wicked is simply that God, in His great love, ‘has 
hedged them about by a better heredity, home 
training and the helpful influence of moral sur- 
roundings. A faithful pastor, Sunday school 
teacher, or loving friend has much to do with it. 
The work of salvation ought to be begun when the 
child is very young, or even before he is born. 
When one has become a Christian, he may ex- 
pect awful battles with the devil; for he will not 
give up a single soul if he can possibly avoid it. 
From the day of salvation till the day of death, 
the devil will not give up his satanic attacks, ex- 
cept it be as the fighting dog, that loosens his 
grip only to get a deeper hold. The more Christ- 
like we become, the harder and hotter the fight; 
yet, thank God, Jesus has power above all the 
power of the enemy; and, as we nestle to His 
great heart of love, we find Him more and more 
a place of safety. “I will fear no evil, for thou 
art with me.” “I will say of the Lord, He is my 
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refuge and strength, a very present help in trou- 
ble.” Jesus enlarges in our vision, and the temp- 
tation loses its power. While riding on a summer 
street-car one day, we were attacked by a feroc- 
ious dog. Had I been walking along the road 
alone, I should have been very much frightened, 
and doubtless would have veen seriously injured; 
but, although he ran by the car, and growled and 
barked, yet as we sped along we were in a place 
of safety, and could laugh at his fruitless at- 
tacks. So Jesus makes us “more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us.” Glory to Jesus 
forever! 

Sometimes the temptation comes through the 
physical senses and appetites. Natural instincts 
and appetites are God-given and all right; but 
they must be controlled. One of the first things 
every child should learn is restraint. Over-indul- 
gence of good things is sinful. Non-indulgence of 
evil things is necessary. The body is a good ser- 
vant, but a hard master. Paul said, “I keep un- 
der my body, and bring it into subjection.” Turn 
from the saloon, and den of iniquity. The use of 
tobacco often leads to drunkenness; the dance to 
the brothel; and the card-table to the gambling 
den. “Enter not into the path of the wicked, and 
go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not 
by it, turn from it, and pass away.” “Look not 
upon the wine when it is red.” 

You may be tempted to gossip, pride, envy, jeal- 
ousy or self-seeking; ask the Holy Ghost to come 
into your heart and destroy the carnal nature, of 
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which these are the outgrowth, and then trust 
Him to keep you free from them. 

Your temptation may come through your edu- 
cation. Many colleges and universities are be- 
coming hotbeds of infidelity. Men are becoming 
“wise above what is written,” instead of training 
themselves so that they may better understand 
and teach what is written. The ‘new thought’ 
and “higher criticism” are often an evidence of a 
full head and an empty heart. They are, practi- 
cally, infidelity. Education is good; we ought to 
have much more of it; but it must be carefully 
guarded. We place no premium upon ignorance. 
If you educate yourself you must plant your 
feet upon the word of God, go into it heart first, 
and believe it because it is the word of God. 

Sometimes “Satan is transformed into an an- 
gel of light,” and “if it were possible they (false 
Christs and false prophets) shall deceive the very 
elect.” The devil may come to you with false no- 
tions, extreme ideas, excited emotions, or undue 
influence of others, and lead you into fanaticism 
and foolishness. ‘Behold I have told you before.” 

You may be called upon to pass through hard 
trials; sickness and bereavement may come to 
you; financial reverses may cross your path; the 
hand of the persecutor may be laid upon you; 
and your own trusted friends may turn their 
backs upon you; and those in whom you had con- 
fidence may have gone wrong; the darkness of 
spiritual trial may envelop you, so that you can- 
not pray ; and the Bible may appear to be a sealed 
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book ; you may feel some discouraged ; the devil is 
almost sure to whisper in your ear about this 
time, and suggest that it is no use to try any lon- 
ger; that God has forsaken you and there is no 
hope: but listen! ‘‘Lo I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” My grace is sufficient 
for thee.” “Fear thou not, for I am with 
thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I 
will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I 
will uphold thee with the right hand of my right- 
eousness.” “Fear not, for I have redeemed thee; 
I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 
When thou passest through the waters, I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire, 
thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, 
the Holy One of Israel, thy Savior.” 

You may be tempted to neglect your duty, the 
house of God, the prayer meeting, your testimony, 
your public prayer, family altar or secret devo- 
tions; you may shrink from the ministry, foreign 
mission field, slum work, or other service to which 
God calls you; you may hesitate to clothe yourself 
and furnish your home as God would have you do; 
but whatsoever the temptation may be, remember 
that when you gave your heart to God you prom- 
ised Him you would be true to Him; and to refuse 
to do so is rebellion. Rebellion is sin. A sin of 
omission is as great as a sin of commission. Be 
true to Jesus. He will give you grace for every 
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service to which He calls you, and will bless you 
in it. 

There may be many other ways through which 
the temptation may come; but howsoever that may 
be, remember that temptation to disobey God is 
always from below. ‘The thief cometh not, but 
for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.” Trust 
Jesus and obey Him. The battle will soon be over. 
We may soon hear Him say, “Come ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.” ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant; thou hast been faith- 
ful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.” What will the trials and temptations of 
this life amount to when we shall surround the 
throne of God, clothed in white garments, with 
palms in our hands? “Thanks be to God which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Temptation is the work of the enemy in his ef- 
fort to cause men to rebel against God; therefore 
the only safe thing to do is to get as far away 
from the devil, and as near to God as possible. 
The child of God should cherish every provision 
of the gospel to make his soul safe. Justification 
changes a rebel into a saint, but it does not de- 
stroy that inborn carnality, that bent to sin. This 
requires the baptism with the Holy Ghost and 
fire. If that nature is allowed to remain it will 
cool the spiritual enthusiasm, weaken the faith, 
respond to the temptation, and cause the soul to 
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backslide. Man is, of himself, unable to cope 
with the enemy, but needs God enthroned in his 
soul. Then, the great need of every saint is to 
tarry till the heart is cleansed from inbred cor- 
ruption and filled with God. 


CHAPTER XX. 
SERVICE. 


The Christian life is a life of service. Every 
child of God has something to do for Him. God 
“hath saved us, and called us with an holy call- 
ing.” Jesus died to save a lost world, but the 
work of carrying the gospel to the lost world is 
placed in the ‘hands of the church. The church is 
composed of its individual membership; so each 
one has a share of the responsibility. The 
church should be a collective unit; yet the work 
of the church depends upon the faithfulness of all 
of God’s dear children. Each child of God is called 
to do some active service. Justification includes 
a call to work, but it requires the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost to fit the person for that work. 
The great work of the salvation of the lost world 
is given to the church; but the church cannot ac- 
complish her mission unless every child of God 
does his part. In order that the church may do 
her work successfully, the Holy Ghost, Himself, 
seeks to organize her to the very best advantage. 
He wants to call each person to the line of work 
in which he can accomplish the most for God; 
and when He calls, He gives the gift to that in- 
dividual to fit him for that work. 

“By one Spirit are we all baptized (condition- 

(216) 


SERVICE. 217 


ed) into one body.” It is the mission of the Spirit 
to put us into the church, and then to place us 
in the work of the church as He wills. He knows 
each one of us; He knows where we are most 
needed; and He knows where we can do the most 
good. It is His office to call whom He will to the 
ministry, the missionary field, or to the slum work. 
It is also His right to designate the place in which 
He wants us to do that work. ‘Now hath God 
set the members every one of them in the body, 
as it hath pleased him.” “But now are they 
many members, yet but one body.” He has a 
right to call whom He will to preach, and to des- 
ignate the field. He has a right to call whom He 
will to be foreign missionaries, and to name the 
country. He has a right to call whom He wants 
as slum missionaries, and to tell them what city 
He wants them to labor in. So with all lines of 
gospel work. God will draw the heart of His child 
to the service He wishes him to perform, and 
place in his inmost being a consciousness that it 
is the divine purpose for his life. This is often 
designated as “the call.’”’ Every call should be 
very carefully and prayerfully weighed, that we 
may be sure that it is the voice of God. Some- 
times this call comes through the church, as in 
the case of Paul and Barnabas; but generally to 
the individual himself. However, the church 
ought to be quick to detect the call of God to its 
members. 

We should not only expect that God will call 
whom He will to the ministry, missionary work, 
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and other special lines of direct service, but the 
selection of officers for the local church, the Sun- 
day school, and missionary board, as well as offi- 
cers and committees of yearly meetings, general 
conferences, and all such bodies should be by and 
under the appointment of the Holy Spirit. 

Not only does God call to special service, but 
He gives the gift, by which we perform that ser- 
vice; thus we read of the gift of prophecy, the 
gift of ministry, the gift of teaching, the gift of 
healing. ‘Having then gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, 
let us prophesy; * * or ministry, let us wait 
on our ministering; or he that teacheth, on teach- 
ing, or he that exhorteth, on exhortation.” “And 
He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teach- 
ers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ.” Each person should hear the call of 
God and prepare himself for the work to which 
he is called; yet no amount of training can be 
substituted for the gifts of the Spirit. The col- 
leges and theological seminaries can never make 
preachers; ‘they can only train those to whom 
God has given a call and a gift. Education secured 
in a safe school may be helpful; but no stand- 
ard is absolutely necessary to the success of that 
one whom God calls and anoints. The most high- 
ly educated men are not the most successful soul- 
winners. “Not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called; 
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but God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty, and base things of the 
world, and things that are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring 
to naught the things that are; that no flesh should 
glory in his presence.” ‘That the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of us.” Let 
us have all the training we can get, in the will of 
God; but whether that be much, or little, let us 
have no less qualification than was required of the 
seven men appointed to care for the Grecian wid- 
ows; who must be men of “honest report, full of 
the Holy Ghost and wisdom.” 

It is Scriptural to have pastors in charge of 
congregations; and we should have suitable per- 
sons to lead services; yet every meeting, and all 
other gospel work should be under the direction 
of the Holy Ghost. Let Him touch whom He will 
for a message, for prayer, song or exhortation. 
Obey Him when He suggests to you some one to 
whom you should talk, or for whom you should 
pray. Perhaps the Holy Ghost will break up the 
set program if you will let Him. Yet this does 
not mean that you should do no work for God 
aside from that which you feel especially led to 
do. The very fact that you are a Christian places 
obligation upon you for testimony, prayer and 
other service. It is right that you should fall into 
line with a man of God as he leads a public ser- 
vice. 
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Some persons seem to think that the work 
which has direct reference to the spread of the 
gospel is the only work which is for God; and 
that that which is generally termed secular, does 
not belong to Him, but is their own separate re- 
sponsibility. They choose their own line of bus- 
iness, make their own preparation for it, conduct 
it to suit themselves, and consume, waste or hoard 
up the profits; and if, perchance, they have a little 
time or money they cannot otherwise use, they 
will turn it over to the Lord. Sad mistake! ‘‘The 
steps of a good man are ordered of the Lord.” 
‘“‘Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatso- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” The man 
in the shop, on the farm, or on the road, should be 
careful to be called, led and blessed of God as 
really as the man in the pulpit. The woman in 
the kitchen, or in the office should be careful to 
be under the anointing of the Holy Ghost as fully 
as the missionary in the foreign field. Transact 
business to the glory of God; and give liberally 
of your means to carry on His work. If the 
church would magnify the sacredness of secular 
pursuits to its proper relation to the great work 
of the salvation of a lost world, we would accom- 
plish much more for God. Both the church and 
the world need Christian business men. 

More than this; our pleasure should be divine 
service. Take no part in any amusement that 
will not glorify God. You may be made a bless- 
ing to people by being sociable, if you do not com- 
promise with that which is wrong. I am sure I 
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have won some children to Jesus by playing hide- 
and-seek with them. 

However, every saved person should do more 
or less active Christian work which has direct re- 
ference to the building up the kingdom of God. 
Souls should be helped toward heaven by your 
efforts. Aside from public witnessing and public 
prayer, you may find many other ways to bless 
souls. A personal invitation to the sinner to give 
his heart to Jesus, or a heart-to-heart talk on sal- 
vation, holiness, divine healing or the second 
coming of Jesus, may be helpful to some one. You 
can distribute tracts, or invite persons to hear 
your pastor preach. Do you know of any dis- 
couraged soul? You can clasp his hand and say 
God bless you. Is anyone sick? A bunch of 
flowers with a text of Scripture on a card may be 
just what is needed; or you might care for them 
over night, and bathe their fevered brow. Is 
anyone in sorrow? A word of sympathy may 
heal the wound and lead them to Jesus. Does 
some person have heavy burdens to carry? Put 
your shoulder under the load and help lift. Is 
some saint in destitute circumstances? ‘He that 
giveth to the poor, lendeth to the Lord.” Are 
others indifferent and negligent about their at- 
tendance at prayer meeting or other service? 
Perhaps you can double their interest. 

A dear old saint, familiarly known as Aunt 
Eliza, used to be such a blessing to me. She 
seemed to know just what to say to cheer a weary 
pastor, and when to say it. She did not use many 
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words; perhaps only take my hand between both 
of hers and say, “God bless thee Fred; thee 
preached a good sermon.” She also seemed to 
have insight into the cares of a pastor’s faithful 
wife. She could be seen wending her way to our 
home with a can of fruit, or a hand-made apron 
under her arm. As she would enter the house 
she would say to my wife, “I have been thinking 
about thee, and wondering how thee is getting 
along with so much work. Maybe I can help 
thee.” She seldom said much in public, and was 
not looked upon as very active in church work. 
What she did she did quietly and without display. 
One morning Aunt Eliza was found dead in her 
bed. Information was promptly sent to me, and 
I hastened to the sad home. I felt the loss very 
keenly and stood weeping; and as I looked about 
me, I saw many others gazing upon the cold face, 
with tear-stained eyes—poor folks, colored peo- 
ple, and all classes. Several of them told me how 
they loved Aunt Eliza; and would speak of her 
thoughtful words, kind visits and expressions of 
sympathy. They would say, “She was a great 
help to me.” I believe the dear old saint will meet 
souls in heaven who will arise and call her blessed. 

If you would bless a lost world you must live 
carefully. Paul wrote Timothy, saying, “Let no 
man despise thy youth: but be thou an example 
of the believers, in word, in conversation, in char- 
ity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” Follow your 
testimony with a consistent life. Never do that 
which you do not want others to know, nor that 
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which you would condemn in others. ‘Keep thy- 
self pure.” Avoid unwise conduct and frivolous 
conversation. Be careful of your association 
with those of the other sex, as thoughtlessness on 
this line often leads to sin; or at least to reproach 
on the part of those who have an evil eye. Be 
thoughtful. Be faithful. Be true. Be prompt. 
Be worthy of the confidence of the church and the 
world. 

The devil will seek to so tie you up in the 
things of this world that you cannot serve the 
Lord freely. ‘“‘No man that warreth entangleth 
himself with the affairs of this life.’ Money is a 
good servant, but a hard master. “Be diligent 
in business.” Yet, “we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 
And having food and raiment let us be therewith 
content. But they that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction 
and perdition. For the love of money is the root 
of all evil; which, while some coveted after, they 
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows. But thou, O man 
of God, flee these things; and follow after right- 
eousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meek- 
ness.” “Marriage is honorable,” yet many of those 
who. might have been used of the Lord, have been 
influenced in their love affairs by things other 
than the will of God, and permitted themselves 
to be brought into relationships in which their 
usefulness is very much hindered. Do not marry, 
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nor even keep company with anyone who is nota 
Christian, and in hearty sympathy with you in 
the service of the Lord. Those who are to be 
united in life-time companionship should be heart 
to heart in the most important business of life. 

You will also need a good store of Bible 
knowledge. “Study to show thyself approved un- 
to God, a workman that needeth not to be asham- 
ed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” “Hat 
this roll, and go speak.” Study the word of God 
till you become familiar with it; till it becomes a 
part of yourself. You will need it thousands of 
times. There is nothing so good for the hungry 
heart, or the troubled soul; and nothing so suc- 
cessfully closes the mouth of the skeptic. 

Do not seek for easy places, nor shrink from 
sacrifice and suffering, but ‘“‘endure hardness, as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” The will of God 
may lead you into what may seem to be hard 
fields. Finances may be low, persecutions severe, 
and your most earnest efforts unappreciated ; only 
be sure you are in the will of God, and work on. 
The very trials will be overruled to become a 
training school to your faith; you will know God 
better than you could without them. Do not be- 
come discouraged if you do not see great results. 
It may be your duty to prepare the field for some 
one else to come in and do the work, and get the 
credit; but God knows. 

“Neglect not the gift that is in thee,” wrote 
Paul to Timothy: so also to each one. God not 
only calls, but gives a gift. Not that which will 
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insure success without effort on our part; but that 
which will fit us for the service to which God 
calls, if we do our part. That gift must be exer- 
cised and developed. Be willing to begin your 
service on a small scale. “He that is faithful in 
that which is least is faithful also in much.” Go 
to work for the Lord where you are, and He will 
open larger doors before you. He that waits for 
great opportunities, seldom does great things. 
Prepare yourself for your work; but if you can- 
not have all the preparation you want, do the best 
you can with what you have, and go to work. 
Prepare yourself while you work. God will bless 
your efforts. 

Above everything else, do not fail to receive 
the Holy Ghost, which is the all important qualifi- 
cation for service: ‘‘ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me.” He will take out of 
you the love of self, the love of pleasure, the love 
of the world, the love of applause, the love of 
place, the love of ease and the love of money; and 
put into you a love for God, for the church, for 
your enemies, for the outcasts and offscouring of 
our land, for the heathen, and for every other 
person. He will empower you for service, give 
you liberty in your service, put a fire within your 
heart that will burn for a lost world, and send 
you out. He will put within you something that 
must have vent in service, and will cause you to 
want to live to bless others—an all-consuming 
love for a lost world. “For the zeal of thine 
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house hath eaten me up.” Thank God for 
the baptism with the Holy Ghost, that causes the 
heart to overflow with loving service. This is the 
great need of the church. 


CHAPTER XXI. 
PERSECUTION. 


“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Je- 
sus shall suffer persecution.” The word “shall” 
in this quotation makes of it a very strong state- 
ment. It seems to indicate that the only way to 
avoid persecution is to refuse to live godly lives. 
But with the Scripture telling us, on the other 
hand, that “‘the ungodly shall not stand in the 
judgment,” we are brought face to face with this 
great fact, that we must either suffer persecution 
“for righteousness’ sake,” or live so far below the 
gospel standard that we will not provoke the op- 
position of the devil. It is either persecution or 
perdition. The man who does not have enough 
salvation to stir the devil and arouse unfriendly 
carnality, has not enough to entitle him to an 
abundant entrance into heaven. The devil is the 
avowed enemy of God and all that is good; and if 
any man will so yield to God as to allow Him full 
right of way in his life, he will find the combined 
forces of hell entrenched against him; and one of 
the devil’s pet methods of opposing such a Chris- 
tian is to have sinners and carnally-minded Chris- 
tians persecute him. 

The man who, having been justified by faith, 
tarries for and receives the baptism with the 
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Holy Ghost to purify his heart and empower him 
for service, is a man who lives and advocates a 
very high standard of moral and spiritual excel- 
lence. This standard will continually come in 
conflict with the lives of those who prefer to live 
upon a lower plane, and will serve as a rebuke for 
them. This in turn will irritate their sinful 
hearts, and provoke the unkind treatment of the 
child of God. However, if the one persecuted 
lives according to his profession, the opposition 
of his persecutor will not, as a rule, be because of 
lack of confidence, but because the life and words 
make him uncomfortable. I knew a Christian 
young man who, as a moulder, worked in a stove 
factory with a large number of very wicked men. 
They persecuted him by cursing, jeering, calling 
hard names, offering mock prayers, and even by 
abusive pranks. Finally, one day they were ex- 
ceptionally severe, and one man struck him across 
the arm with a shovel, inflicting such a bad wound 
that the services of a physician were needed. I 
visited the moulding room and talked with the 
men. I asked, “Boys, what have you against 
Eddie that you use him this way?” They answer- 
ed frankly, saying, “Nothing, nothing whatever. 
Eddie is a Christian and lives a clean life. We 
have confidence in him; in fact, if any of us were 
sick and going to die, we would send for him in 
preference to anyone else. But we are a bad set, 
and his presence in the moulding room puts a re- 
straint upon us, and keeps us from feeling com- 
fortable in our wickedness.” 
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If you are a really sanctified person you will 
hold a very high standard for Christian living, 
not only in the church, but in the home, on the 
street, in pleasure, in politics, in business. You 
will live and preach holiness if you possess holi- 
ness. In this you will favor some things in which 
many nice people will think you are extreme and 
fanatical; and you will stand in opposition to 
other things in which they see no harm. You 
will enjoy the radical, full-gospel preaching, red- 
hot testimony meetings, definite and frequent al- 
tar services, together with Holy Ghost missionary 
effort, both in the slum and in heathen countries; 
but you will have no unity with the popular, cold, 
formal reading of essays on scientific and bio- 
graphical subjects, called preaching, nor with the 
card-signing, church-joining schemes called revi- 
vals: neither will you give any sanction to church 
festivals, fairs, shows, rummage sales, nor any 
other worldly methods of increasing the attend- 
ance and raising church funds. The unconverted 
and backslidden professors in the church will see 
these things in an entirely different light. They 
will misunderstand you and look upon you with 
suspicion. They will say you are unreasonable, 
cranky, and feel yourself above them. The car- 
nality in their hearts will chafe under your influ- 
ence and cause them to desire to rid themselves 
of your agitation and restraint. They will ig- 
nore, ostracize, ridicule, slander and otherwise 
maltreat you in their efforts to discourage you, 
and to cripple your influence. They will put up a 
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more bitter fight against you than that which they 
wage against crime. They will seem to have more 
patience with the gambler, saloon keeper or filthy 
rake than with you. 

You will be opposed to the dance, theatre, card 
table, billiard parlor, pool room, horse race and 
all other questionable amusements. The ungodly 
secret order will find no place in your heart. In 
fact, the man of God has his joy in the Holy Ghost 
and does not need to be entertained with worldly 
amusements. The carnally minded professor 
does not have joy in the Lord, and so must be 
amused, and sees no wrong in these things. When 
you take the play-things from a baby he will cry, 
unless you can get his mind taken up with some- 
thing better; so the worldling will make a fuss 
about it when you oppose his amusements, unless 
you can get him to see that the love of God is 
much more enjoyable; but as so many do not want 
anything better, they, of course, hold on to their 
amusements and fight the servant of God who 
dares to condemn them. 

The sanctified man is clean and uncompromis- 
ing in his politics. He is opposed to all forms of 
political corruption, and never votes to legalize 
and refine rum selling and rowdyism. His ballot 
is one Big NO to the saloon and all its relatives. 
He will vote for none but clean men on a clean 
platform. He works for the absolute destruction 
of the nefarious business. The saloon element 
with the saloon-loving churchmen will resent his 
action in this, and will do their worst to put him 
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out of commission; and their bitter persecution 
will be turned against him in one way or another. 

The sanctified man is a man of God in busi- 
ness relations, and as scrupulously so, as in any 
other part of life. He will not stoop to any ques- 
tionable methods for the transaction of trade. 
His advertisements, markings, weights, measures, 
profits, and general treatment of those with whom 
he deals are in strict keeping with the Bible and 
his Christian profession. All this will be a re- 
buke, exposure and disadvantage to the men who 
practice popular business methods. Of course 
they will oppose you, for it is to their sinful in- 
terests to get you out of business. 

But strange as it may seem, the persecution 
frequently comes from those who are, or profess 
to be, Christians. It does not always come from 
heathen people, idol worshippers and desper- 
ate characters; neither is it always with malicious 
intent. Sometimes it comes from earnest but 
misguided professors, who have been persuaded 
to join the church and make profession of relig- 
ion, without having had a definite change of 
heart; or from those who, having been converted, 
have been unfaithful to God, and lost the victory 
out of their souls, yet retaining their profession. 
They may, like Paul, do it in ignorance, thinking 
they are doing God service, while the real reason 
for their actions is found in their own deceived 
heart. They may not treat you as the Boxers in 
China treated the Christians, nor as the Turks 
did the Armenian followers of Jesus; but the 
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principle is just as bad, except for the murder, 
even though they may do no more than to misin- 
terpret your motives and wilfully misunderstand 
your actions, with exaggerated, slighting and 
false statements regarding you, for the purpose 
of injuring your influence for good. Of all peo- 
ple, the man whom I most dread to be associated 
with is he who professes holiness in a high degree, 
and pretends to be my warm friend, yet in an 
undermining, suspicious, deceptive, slimy way 
seeks to ruin his victim. 

Yes, persecution will come, in greater or less 
degree, to the godly man or woman; but, thank 
God, with it we have abundant promise that 
God will provide sustaining grace, and overrule 
the trial that we may by it be made stronger 
Christians, and helped on toward heaven. Some 
Christians have courted persecutions, and then 
gloated over them; but they only evidenced the 
fact that they were not dead to self. If we are 
what God wants us to be, they will come without 
our seeking for them; and then we will not parade 
them, nor say much about them, but will patient- 
ly bear them. Some people chafe under perse- 
cution, and pity themselves, complain, find fault, 
grieve the Spirit, lose their victory and backslide. 
What a pity! What a mistake! They do not seem 
to understand. They fail to see by faith the al- 
mighty hand of an infinite God overshadowing 
them. 

But Jesus Himself was persecuted most bit- 
terly. “Therefore did the Jews persecute 
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Jesus, and sought to slay him.” “I gave my back 
to the smiters.” “He was oppressed and he was 
afflicted.” They hounded His track. They sought 
to catch Him in His words. They watched to 
see what He would do on the Sabbath day, that 
they might accuse Him. They lied about Him; 
falsely accused Him; gave Him a mock trial; cru- 
cified Him between two thieves, and derided Him 
even while He was in the agonies of the cross. 
“The servant is not greater than his lord. If they 
have persecuted me, they will persecute you.” 
“But all these things will they do unto you for 
my name’s sake, because they know not him that 
sent me.” Paul said, “We are made as the filth 
of the world, the offscouring of all things.” 

Turn to your Bible and read the story of the 
life of Joseph, and see how he was persecuted for 
his principles of right; yes, David, Jeremiah, and 
Daniel; also Peter, Paul and the other apostles. 
Millions of the primitive church were put to death 
for the witness of Jesus. They ‘were tortured, 
not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain 
a better resurrection; and others had trial of 
cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of 
bonds and imprisonment; they were stoned, 
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword; they wandered about in sheep- 
skins and goat-skins; being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented.” Read the thrilling story of George 
Fox and the early Quakers; and of John Wesley 
and primitive Methodism. See how they suffered 
and how God sustained them. 
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The persecutions of God’s people today may 
not be in the same form as in olden times, but it 
will be just as real. It may not include physical 
torture and death, but in some respects it is more 
dangerous; yet, if He gave them victory, He will 
do as much for us. Glory to Jesus! In fact, if we 
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, it falls up- 
on Him more than upon us. Jesus said to Saul 
on the way to Damascus, ““Why persecutest thou 
me?” “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest.” Paul 
in his letter to the Romans quoted from the 69th 
Psalm: “The reproaches of them that reproached 
thee are fallen upon me.” He will sustain us. 
“Persecuted, but not forsaken.” ‘Lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” 

Not only so, but He will make the persecution 
to become a blessing to us, both in this life and 
in the world to come. “All things work together 
for good to them that love God.” ‘Blessed are 
they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 
ye, when men shall revile you and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you false- 
ly, for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad: 
for great is your reward in heaven: for so perse- 
cuted they the prophets which were before you.” 
“But rejoice inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings: that when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 
If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth 
upon you: on their part, he is evil spoken of, but 
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on your part he is glorified.” “If any man suffer 
as a Christian, let him not be ashamed: but let him 
glorify God on this behalf.” ‘Wherefore let them 
that suffer according to the will of God commit 
the keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as 
unto a faithful Creator.” “For our light afflic- 
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
ry.” “For I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that shall be revealed in us.” “Be thou 
partaker of the affiictions of the gospel.’”’ “Choos- 
ing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God, esteeming the reproach of Christ great- 
er riches than the treasures in Egypt; for 
he had respect unto the recompense of the re- 
ward.” “If we suffer, we shall also reign with 
him.” “Heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ, 
if so be we suffer with him, that we may be 
also glorified together.” The apostles rejoiced 
“that they were counted worthy to suffer shame 
for his name.” 

Then, let us trust in the Lord, be “patient in 
tribulation,” and rejoice in victory. He will give 
us grace to rise above all our trials in this life, and 
when we get to heaven and look back, our perse- 
cutions will look so different that we will thank 
God forever for the privilege of glorifying Him 
in our afflictions, and for the eternal blessing that 
they have brought to us. Although to tarry for 
and receive the baptism with the Holy Ghost will 
result in serious persecutions coming upon us, yet 
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the blessing here, and the glory in eternity, will a 
million times pay for having lived godly in Christ 
Jesus. 

Amen! 
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